^Has 
anyone 
seen a 
man in 
a red 
cloak 
around 
here?’ 

‘Try 
page 8 
Blitzen!’ 



Bridgend & Portheawl 




‘Yowr ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 

TDn© 

M®w§Jai^r 

Established 1983 


(GM^es) www.bridgend-today.co.ukwww.poirthcawl-today.co.uk THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2010 


FEARS OVER WITHDRAWAL OF 

TRAFFIC WARDENS FROM TOWNS 

Is borough heading for 
New Year parking chaos? 


PARKING chaos is set to 
descend on Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough in the New Year 
when police give up enforc¬ 
ing most of the parking reg¬ 
ulations. 

South Wales Police indicated 
earlier this year that they would 
withdraw traffic wardens from 
December 31. Many have already 
left and they have not been 
replaced. Those that remain will be 
redeployed to other duties. 

It now appears that Bridgend 
County Borough Council (BCBC) 
will not be taking over parking 
enforcement or employing its own 
wardens any time soon. 

In a letter to Bridgend Town 
Council, John Duddridge, group 
manager for transportation and 
engineering, stated that the council 
had not yet decided to adopt Civil 
Parking Enforcement (CPE) pow¬ 
ers, which would give them the 
right to employ parking wardens. 

If they decided to do that, a long 
period of consultation would be 
required and then the council 
would have to follow a complex 
legal process which could take up 
to two years to complete. 

He went on: “The introduction 
of CPE would require a significant 
initial capital outlay by BCBC to 
cover the substantial set-up cost, 
which is unlikely to be recovered 
by the annual revenue return from 
penalty charge notices issued to 
motorists. 

“There is also a risk that the 
income generated by fines will not 
meet the on-going running costs of 
the scheme, resulting in CPE 
returning a significant year-on-year 
financial loss to the authority.” 
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Mr Duddridge said that the 
council is not obliged to take on the 
parking enforcement role and in the 
current economic climate, it is felt 
that it would be “inappropriate” to 
commit the council to an initial 
capital expenditure which is not 
budgeted for and, in addition, intro¬ 
duce the potential risk of an annual 
loss on the running costs. 

He went on: “It is, therefore, 
proposed that the situation related 
to parking enforcement be moni¬ 
tored both in Bridgend and 
throughout south Wales and a 
report be brought to cabinet if and 
when any actions are required.” 

Police have stated that PCSOs 
and community police officers will 
carry out some enforcement if the 
problems in particular areas are 
highlighted at PACT meetings and 
deemed to be a community priority. 

Some individual officers may 
also decide to act if they see illegal 
parking. 

Mr Duddridge reported that the 
council was now advising people 
with parking problems in their 
areas to go along to PACT meet¬ 
ings, to raise their issues and also 
speak to their local police officers. 

The council itself will raise 
problems at their monthly meetings 
with police under the Safer 
Bridgend Partnership. 

Coun Ken Watts of Portheawl, 
who is a retired senior police offi¬ 
cer, said it appeared that the coun¬ 
cil would be relying on the PCSOs 
in the area to enforce parking 
restrictions. 

“I believe that this is a backward 
step. We will be going back 30 
years to the era before traffic war¬ 


dens when it was down to police 
officers to enforce the regulations. 
Now, police numbers are limited 
and there will be increasing 
reliance on the PCSOs.” 

Coun Watts said that he envis¬ 
aged huge problems in the summer 
when thousands of visitors descend 
on Portheawl. 

“There could be issues with ille¬ 
gal parking right along the Eastern 
Promenade and the Esplanade. I 
also fear knock-on parking prob¬ 
lems in residential streets, with 
drives being blocked by illegal 
parking. 

“This will put a massive extra 
workload on PCSOs, whose pri¬ 
mary task is not to act as traffic 
wardens. They have other things to 
do. I also fear that at best, they will 
just be ‘fire fighting’ and trying to 
contain the problem.” 

Coun Watts predicted that there 
would also be problems in areas 
around Bridgend town centre, 
which is pedestrianised, and in 
Maesteg town centre, which is not. 

Coun Watts commented that 
there had been no report back to 
cabinet or council about what was 
happening and he felt that such a 
decision should not be taken at offi¬ 
cer level but by elected members. 

“We should have a debate on 
this at council level because it 
affects the entire county borough. I 
am very frustrated by the lack of 
opportunity backbench councillors 
have to do this or to have an input 
into decisions.” 

Miles Punter for the neighbour¬ 
ing Vale Council, said that a report 
would be going to the December 
cabinet meeting. No decisions have 
been taken yet about what is to 
happen in the Vale. 


Pipes burst at hospital unit 


THE Day Surgery 
Unit at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital 
was disrupted on 


Monday because of 
burst pipes caused 
by freezing temper¬ 
atures. 

A spokesman for the 


ABM Hospital Board 
denied that heating in 
the day surgery unit 
had been switched off 
over the weekend 


Lanterns at Litchard! 



Litchard Primary School recently enjoyed a lantern-making workshop 
and also got to meet Father Christmas! Read the full story page 17. 


because it was not in 
use. 

He said that no heat¬ 
ing was switched off 
anywhere in the hospi¬ 
tal, but a piece of 
equipment which was 
designed to ensure an 
increase in internal 
heating when tempera¬ 
tures drop, malfunc¬ 
tioned. 

He said: “Staff have 
been working hard to 
repair the damage 
caused by the flood, 
and day theatre activi¬ 
ty has been re-organ¬ 
ised to minimise dis¬ 
ruption to patients. 

“In the meantime, 
maintenance staff are 
hard at work repairing 
the heating system and 
replacing the malfunc¬ 
tioning equipment. 

This work is expected 
to take until the end of 
the week.” 



Council tightens its belt 
in draft budget squeeze 

Report by JAYNE ISAAC 


INCREASED 
prices for school 
meals, darker 
streets, fewer public 
loos and library clo¬ 
sures - these are 
some of the conse¬ 
quences of the draft 
budget approved by 
the Bridgend 

County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
cabinet for the new 
financial year, start¬ 
ing next April. 

The new budget has 
been set at £232.7 mil¬ 
lion compared to the 
£233.7m being spent in 
the current year. 

But because of the 
need to cater in the budg¬ 
et for items such as pay 
rises, price inflation, 
increased demand for 
adult social services and 
anticipated increases in 
the number of looked- 
after children, the actual 
amount that has had to be 
slashed from projected 
spending is £7.6 million, 
which has been spread 
across all departments. 

The council has 
received a provisional 
cut in the amount of 
money it will get from 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government of 1.4 per 
cent. This figure will be 
confirmed when the final 
settlement is announced 
in Eebruary. 

Cabinet members are 
confident that they have 
managed to protect front¬ 
line services, although 
they admit there will be 
some cuts in other serv¬ 
ice provision, and also 
increases in charges for 
them. 

The cabinet has reject¬ 
ed some proposals from 
officers to save money by 
restricting social care by 
raising the eligibility cri¬ 
teria, changing school 
admissions policy for 
nursery-aged children 
and reducing the budget 
for highways repairs and 
street cleaning. 

College 

panto! 

BRIDGEND College 
performs its pan¬ 
tomime over four 
nights (December 
7-10). 

A college spokesman 
said: “This year stu¬ 
dents will be telling the 
tale of Dick 
Whittington - a classic 
rags to riches story, full 
of wonder and delight 
for audiences of all 
ages.” Telephone 01656 
302381 for tickets. 


But the cabinet has 
asked for further infor¬ 
mation on other propos¬ 
als which may be consid¬ 
ered later in the budget 
process. These include 
the school music service, 
where charges could be 
imposed, and free trans¬ 
port for students aged 16 
and over. 

And the pain is set to 
go on as the council has 
to find total savings of 
£17.7 million over the 
next three years. 

The medium term 
financial plan, which 
looks ahead to 2014, 
includes plans to transfer 
the provision of home 
care services to a “part¬ 
ner organisation” by 
April 2012, which could 
see cuts in staffing costs 
including sick pay and 
back office costs of 
£200,000 in 2012 and 
£500,000 the year after. 

It is also proposed to 
transfer leisure centres 
and swimming pools to a 
partner organisation by 
April 2012, saving 
£150,000 that year and 


£125,000 the year after. 

As this is only a draft 
budget, officers have 
warned that some of the 
changes coming through 
from WAG and 
Westminster are not yet 
fully known, so the 
impact on the council 
budget cannot be fully 
assessed at present. 

Changes could also be 
made as a result of the 
scrutiny process which is 
now set to commence. 
The budget will be exam¬ 
ined line by line by all 
the scrutiny committee. 

Proposals contained in 
the budget at present 
include: 

• Increasing school 
meals by lOp in 2011, 
2012 and 2013. This will 
bring in increased 
income of £60,000 a 
year. 

• Reconfiguration of 
youth service provision 
and re-organisation of 
management to save 
£45,000 in 2011 and 
£40,000 in each of the 
succeeding years. 

• A review of charges 


and the opening hours of 
sports and leisure facili¬ 
ties to save £200,000 

• Cuts of £260,000 in 
the budget for day servic¬ 
es, including the trans¬ 
port to and from day care 
centres. 

• Further transfer of 
community centres to 
local groups to save 
£90,000. 

• Cuts to the budget 
for building improve¬ 
ments to leisure buildings 
to save £200,000. 

• Some library clo¬ 
sures, already 

announced. 

• Switching off every 
other streetlight between 
midnight and 5.30am, 
subject to safety and 
security considerations. 
This will save £50,000 in 
2011, with savings of 
£90,000 afterwards. New 
switches will have to be 
installed. 

• Significant increas¬ 
es in cemetery charges 
and rationalisation of 
cemetery provision to 
save £60,000. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 14) 


GRAND RE-OPENING PARTY 
Friday December 10th 


Live Band - The Fugitives 


Entering a new era at. 




Mike, Jackie, Chris and the team would 
like to welcome you back to your local! 

Live Music every Friday Night 
Curry Club - Thursday: Curry & a Drink only &5S5 
Carvery - Wed 12-3; 6-9pin, Sunday 12-5pni. 
Adults i^.45 • Children &4.95 
OAP Wednesday Lunch &4.95 
Full menu now being served Mon-Sat 12-3pm; 6-9pin 
» Refurbished completely for you! Fine wines & great 
cask ales Exciting new full menu Huge function 
room Real FairTrade coffee - see you soon! 

Book now for your Christmas celebrations! 

H JkW Eagleswell Road, BOVERTON 
m 01446 678114 
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Exhibition opens to 
mark 50th anniversary 
of the Bridgend floods 

AN exhibition of pho- r-mry zi 

tographs to commem¬ 
orate the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Bridgend floods is 
being held at Bridgend 
Library from 

Saturday, December 4 
-December 18. 

A council spokes¬ 
woman recalls'. In the 
early hours of Sunday 
morning, December 4, 

1960, after days of 
continual rain and 
with no warning, the 
river Ogmore in 

Bridgend town centre As well as most of Police, firemen and collection of archive 
burst its banks at sev- the shops and busi- council workers photographs, some of 
eral points. nesses in the town cen- worked tirelessly to which have never been 

Worst hit were the tre, the abattoir, rescue people from seen before, 
families who were liv- Bridgend rugby field their flooded homes Organised by 
ing in the town centre, and clubhouse and and shopkeepers tried Bridgend Civic Trust 
such as Elder Street, Newbridge Fields in vain to rescue their and supported by 
Tvnton Avenue Ansel became a lake and the stock from the dirty Bridgend County 
Street T^ndu Ro^^^ Merthyr flood water. " Borough’s library and 

c_Mawr became isolat- The water started to information service 
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LOCAL INFORMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Constituency office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 750002. 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’Advice Bureau, 26 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend 01656 654951 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 

Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
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SUPERB READER HOLIDAY OFFER 


NEW YEAR AT 

DISNEYLAND* PARIS 

H 






. \ % 


ere’s the most 
magical, exciting 
and fun-filled way 
of celebrating the 
New Year....ever! 
Thrilling rides, your 
favourite Disney 
characters, a 
million lights and 
the most 

spectacular firework 
display all await 
you. Don’t delay! 

Includes • Return 
coach travel and 
Channel crossings 
• Two nights’ bed 
and continental breakfast accommodation at a Paris area hotel 
• A visit to Disneyland® Paris with one day’s admission to the 
Disneyland® Park (Hopper tickets to include admission to Walt 
Disney Studios® Park are available at a supplement) • The 
services of a representative at Disneyland® Paris 

Adultsf#|^0 Kids fMO 

From K Iw7.95 From K I m^.9S 
Departs 30 December 2010 


FOR FURTHER INFO, TO BOOK BY CREDIT 
CARD OR REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL: 

0843 316 1166 

IIABTA Quoting Code GLG ^ 

Request a brochure online at: 

www.newmarketbrochures.co.uk/glg 

Or book online at 

www.newmarket.travel/glg11600 

NEWMARKET PROMOTIONS LTD. ABTA V787X. CALLS COST 4P PER MIN. 



parts of Sunnyside 
and Lewis Avenue. 


Concert cancelled... 

but keep the ticket! 


A CASUALTY of “The new date will be 
the freezing weather extensively advertised. 

was the gala concert 
scheduled for the 
Garw Valley chapel 
on Friday, 

November 26, 
organised by 


If, however, a ticket 
refund is required, con¬ 
tact choir secretary, 
Gareth Reese on 07773 
170373.” 

The choir has two 
remaining concerts: 
Bridgend Male December 3 is the annual 
Choir to celebrate Friendship concen at St 
Ue. Mary s Catholic Church, 

‘ “ft® wa^ dfsapf^int- Bridgend, 
ment all round - not least Camonon Pontyclun and 
the sell-out congregation p 


and concert beneficiary, 
Cancer Research Wales. 
However, the concert is 
still to go ahead”, said 
spokesman David T Burt. 

“Please keep your con- 


School 
On Saturday, 
December 11, the 

Christmas tree festival 
concert will be held at St 
Mary’s Nolton Church, 
Bridgend, featuring 


cert tickets safe as the soprano, Jennifer Walker 
birthday celebration will and organist, Scott 
take place early in the Williams. 
new year, just as soon as Tickets for both are 
a date suitable to the available from the venues 
chapel and concert par- or from Gareth Reese on 
ticipants can be finalised. 07773 1 70373. 


Investigation 
at waste facility 

THE Materials Recovery and Energy 
Centre, known as the MREC, which takes 
rubbish from Bridgend, has breached its 
environmental permit. 

The facility, which was initially jointly set up at 
Crymlyn Burrows, Jersey Marine, by BCBC and 
Neath Port Talbot Council, is now run entirely by 
Neath Port Talbot Recycling, although Bridgend still 
sends its black bags there where the refuse is con¬ 
verted into energy. 

An investigation is currently under way into diox¬ 
in emissions at the plant by the Environment Agency. 

A spokesman for BCBC said that there are no 
implications for BCBC, although they had been 
informed about the investigation by both NPT 
Recycling and the EA as a formality. 


recede late afternoon apd a^s and commu- 

and by late evening aU ‘he 

, n. exhibition will be open 

that was left wi^fdtoy Monday to SaturSay 
mnddy sludge, leaving from 9.30am-6pm 
the people of Bridgend (5pm on Saturdays) 
in complete devasta- with free admission, 
tion. For further details, 

The exhibition call Bridgend Library 
includes a fascinating on (01656) 754830. 


AM backs stand 
on violence 
against women 



i 



ABOVE: Janice Gregory AM, with 
Equalities Minister Carl Sargeant. 


Ogmore AM Janice 
Gregory has given 
her support to a 
campaign against 
domestic violence. 

Ahead of UN 
International Day for the 
Eradication of Violence 
Against Women - White 
Ribbon Day - on 
November 25, she met 
with Labour’s Equalities 
Minister, Carl Sargeant, 
to discuss ways of tack¬ 
ling domestic violence. 

“Alongside the 
Equalities Minister and 
my colleague, Joyce 
Watson, who is spear¬ 
heading Welsh Labour’s 
campaign against 


domestic violence, I 
would like to express 
my support for White 
Ribbon Day. 

“It is imperative that 
we all make a stand 
against violence against 
women. Getting men, in 
particular, to sign up to 
White Ribbon Day is an 
important part of that. 

“Currently nearly half 
of all women in the UK 
experience domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
or stalking - that is a 
terrifying statistic. 

If you are in need of 
support, please call the 
Wales Domestic Abuse 
Helpline on 0800 80 10 
800. ” 


Vote, vote, vote 
on daylight bill! 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon is 
asking residents to 
let her know what 
they think of a pro¬ 
posal to move our 
clocks an hour for¬ 
ward throughout 
the year, by voting 
in a poll on her web¬ 
site. 

The House of 
Commons will be debat¬ 
ing the Daylight Saving 
Bill tomorrow 

(December 3). 

“If our clocks were 
moved forward, our win¬ 
ter mornings would be 
darker, but our evenings 
would be lighter all year 
round. 

“This is a complex 
issue that will affect dif¬ 
ferent people in very dif¬ 
ferent ways, depending 
on their lifestyles,” she 
said. 

“If we changed the 
clocks, we would have 
later sunrises and school 
pupils would spend 


longer walking to school 
in conditions of poor vis¬ 
ibility, potentially 
increasing traffic acci¬ 
dents. However, the later 
sunsets all year round 
could boost participation 
in healthy leisure activi¬ 
ties and help our tourism 
industry. 

“This is an issue which 
seems straightforward, 
but will affect everybody 
in different ways. I want 
to know more about what 
my constituents think, in 
order to come to a con¬ 
clusion on the issue that 
is best for the people of 
Bridgend. 

“It would be very 
helpful if constituents 
could log on to my web¬ 
site at 

www.madeleinemoon- 
mp.com to read more 
about the proposal and to 
vote on my poll. 

“Alternatively, con¬ 
stituents can drop a letter 
into my office at 47 
Nolton Street or send an 
email to moonm@parlia¬ 
ment, uk.” 


Young musicians 
in Christmas mood 


TV presenter Sara 
Edwards will intro¬ 
duce Bridgend 
county borough 
Youth Music’s 
Christmas in 
Harmony concert 
at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre 
this Sunday 
(December 5) at 
4pm. 

It will feature musi¬ 
cians aged 9-19 years 
old, playing in orches¬ 
tras, harp and string 
ensembles, wind band, 
jazz and big bands per¬ 
forming a varied selec¬ 
tion of seasonal music 
ranging from 
Tchaikovsky, and ‘You 


Raise Me Up’ to Slade’s 
‘Merry Christmas 
Everybody’. 

BCBC music co-ordi- 
nator, Jeff Ryan said: “I 
would like to thank Sara 
Edwards for agreeing to 
be our compere once 
more. This concert is a 
fantastic way to start 
your seasonal festivities, 
which conveys the true 
meaning of (Christmas 
through the hard work 
and dedication of our 
students, tutors, parents 
and guardians.” 

Organised by BCBC’s 
children’s directorate, 
tickets are priced at 
£6.50/£3 concessions 
and are available by 
calling (01656) 642658 
or 07961 192 408. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 9) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

02 Thur 

02.48 

8.5 

15.11 

8.9 

03 Fri 

03.51 

9.0 

16.17 

9.2 

04 Sat 

04.39 

9.3 

17.09 

9.4 

05 Sun 

05.34 

9.7 

18.00 

9.5 

06 Mon 

06.22 

9.6 

18.41 

9.5 

07 Tues 

07.07 

9.8 

19.27 

9.6 

08 Wed 

07.46 

9.7 

20.09 

9.3 

09 Thur 

08.26 

9.4 

20.44 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Council ‘shake-up’ 
promises salary 
saving of £100,000 


A MANAGEMENT shake- 
up at the top of Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
will save taxpayers 
£100,000 in salaries over 
the next year. 

The changes have been 
prompted by the impending 
retirement of Allan Phillips, who 
is the council’s Head of Property 
and Finance. 

He is due to leave on March 1 
next year. 

The cabinet has agreed to 
restructure some of the chief 
officer posts, to redistribute his 
duties among other officers. 

Responsibility for finance will 
now pass to Dave MacGregor, 
assistant chief executive for cor- 
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porate development and part¬ 
nerships. He will also become 
the Section 151 officer, which 
every council is obliged to have 
to fulfil financial responsibili¬ 
ties. His new title will be assis¬ 
tant chief executive - perform¬ 
ance. 

Chief accountant Janet Smith 
will be given extra duties for 
audit and procurement and 
head of ICT David Sutherland 
will take over responsibility for 
property services, architectural 
services, building maintenance 
and cleaning. 

There will also be some other 
changes. Scrutiny will return to 


Andrew Jolley, who is assistant 
chief executive, legal. 

The changes came into effect 
on November 1 to allow a 
smooth hand-over of responsi¬ 
bilities. They will save £100,000 
a year. 

A new structure of senior offi¬ 
cers is due to be put in place by 
April 2012 when these arrange¬ 
ments may all change. 

A number of changes were 
made in February this year, 
when the post of corporate 
director resources, held by 
Gareth Moss, was dispensed 
with and he left the council’s 
employment. 

His duties were largely trans¬ 
ferred to Mr Phillips, saving 
well over £100,000. 



PAWS welcomes donation 

PAWS (Porthcawl Animal Welfare Society) was recently presented with a cheque for 
£500 by Mr Melvyn Wilkins of ‘Petplan’. 

The dog in the picture is called ‘Stella’, a two-year- old cross-bred greyhound bitch, 
for whom PAWS is trying to find a home. Can you offer Stella a suitable home? Call 
Helga Collier of PAWS on 078149 26253. 


CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by aj sicluna 


Heroin addict gets 
long jail sentence 


POLICE officers arrested a 
man at Pencoed Railway 
Station, Bridgend, after he had 
travelled from Cardiff and was 
found in possession of heroin 
worth £350, Cardiff Crown 
Court has heard. 

Martin Radmilovic (28) of 
Bridgend, was jailed for five years 
and eight months after he pleaded 
guilty to possessing the class A drug 
with intent to supply. 

Judge Patrick Curran said: “It is the 
least sentence the court can pass.” 

Prosecutor David Thomas said the 
police detained the defendant on 
August 26 when he told them: “I’ve 
got three and a half grammes up my 


cheeks.” He said he had been taking 
heroin for seven years and was spend¬ 
ing up to £40 a day on the drug. 

The amount he had on him, he said, 
was sufficient for about 10 days and 
he had bought it in Cardiff. 

His mobile phone was examined 
and there was evidence of dealing. 

He had a previous conviction for 
supplying heroin in the Bridgend area. 

Andrew Taylor, defending, said: “A 
pre-sentence report makes very 
depressing reading. He was disarm¬ 
ingly frank with the police. 

“He is one of many tragic people in 
south Wales who relies on heroin and 
supplies it to fund his addiction.” 


Repeat ASBO 
offender sent to 
young offender 
institution 


A YOUNG woman 
who was involved in 
attacking a commu¬ 
nity support officer 
in Bridgend, has 
been sentenced to 32 
weeks in a young 
offender institution 
at Newport Crown 
Court. 


community support offi¬ 
cer Christian Freeth. 

He suffered three frac¬ 
tures to his little finger, 
swellings to the cheek¬ 
bone and eye. 

She repeatedly called 
the officer a “pig”, said 
Mr Cobb. 

She also struck out 
and kicked Mr Freeth in 


Cannabis smoker must do 
100 hours of unpaid work 


Rhiannon Roper (20) the presence of children 
of Porthcawl, appeared and shoppers, 
before Cardiff Crown she said she hated 
Court earlier this month such officers because 
and admitted causing were “always pick- 
actual bodily harm and a ^ug on her” 



breach of two anti-social 
behaviour orders. 


POLICE saw a 
group of men play¬ 
ing cards in the 
early hours of the 
morning on a 
Bridgend industrial 
estate and smelt 
cannabis, Cardiff 
Crown Court was 
told. 

Kenneth Cornelius 
(48) was arrested and 
was found to have the 
drug and a cannabis 
grinder on him, said 
prosecutor Owen 

Williams. 

Cornelius, of Cefn 


Glas, Bridgend, admit¬ 
ted possessing cannabis 
and he also admitted 
being in breach of an 
eight-month suspended 
sentence for possessing 
and supplying drugs. 

For the breach, he was 
sentenced to carry out 
100 hours unpaid work. 

There was no separate 
penalty for possessing 
the cannabis. 

Mr Williams said that 
at 1.40am on October 2, 
the police went to 
Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate and found a group 
of men playing cards. 
There was also the 


strong odour of 
cannabis. 

Cornelius later 
explained that the 0.6 
grammes found was 
entirely for his own use. 

His counsel, Joanna 
James, said: “He is per¬ 
fectly frank about his 
use of the drug, which he 
uses to relieve the pain 
of arthritis. 

“He is currently seek¬ 
ing help from a doctor.” 

Recorder Lloyd 

Williams QC said that 
within months of the 
suspended sentence, he 
breached it. 


Prosecutor Matthew 
the 


Judge Eleri Rees com¬ 
mended the officer and 

Cobb said the fhs"! f 
breach was when she model restraint 
went into Bridgend The court heard that 
unaccompanied, and Roper had breached 
involved no misbehav- ASBOs on eight previ- 
iour. ous occasions. 

But on the second The judge said she 
occasion she went into presented a “bleak pic- 
the town, she attacked ture” of one so young. 


Sainsbury’s charity 
bag packing success 

A ‘BAG PACK’ at Sainsbury’s raised 
almost £800 for the Bridgend branch of 
Riding for the Disabled. 

The group had a number of volunteers at the 
store in Sarn to pack the bags of shoppers in return 
for a donation. 

Students from Pencoed College, where the char¬ 
ity is now based, also turned up to help. 

Sainbury’s locally has nominated Riding for the 
Disabled as its special charity this year. 

Group spokesman Clive Roberts thanked every¬ 
one who turned up to pack the bags and all the 
shoppers who donated: “This money will help us 
run the charity and carry on our work with disabled 
children in the area,” he said. 

“We are delighted at the support we are getting 
from Sainsbury’s and their staff in Bridgend.” 


Carols for 
Christmas 
at Bettws 
A CHRISTMAS 
carol service will be 
held in the 
Christadelphian 
Hall, Bettws, on 
Saturday, December 
11 at 7pm. 

All welcome, 
refreshments served 
after the service. 


Send us your 
news items to: 

gemeditorial 
@ tindlenews. co. uk 


100 local homes 
are repossessed 

ALMOST 100 families in Bridgend and the 
Vale have had their homes re-possessed during 
the past quarter. 

Figures released by the Ministry of Justice 
reveal that between June and September, 40 pos¬ 
session orders were granted by the courts for 
properties in the Vale and 55 in Bridgend. 

However, these figures are 20 per cent down on 
last year and reflect the new package agreed with 
mortgage lenders designed to keep re-possessions 
to a minimum. 


Nursery rallies to help 
Children in Need appeal 


Elfsteddfod bids 
for elves world 
record in town! 


AN Elfsteddfod is 
taking place in 
Bridgend on 
Saturday December 
11 - and no, it’s not 
a misprint! 

The Elfsteddfod will 
attempt to break the 
world record for the 
number of elves to be 
found in one place at 
one time. 

New York holds the 
record with 610 so 
Bridgend’s aim is to 
have one more - 611. 

People are being 
encouraged to dress as 
elves and make their 
way to the town in order 
to be counted. The 
town’s Christmas win¬ 
dow dressing competi¬ 
tion will take place just 
before. 

The event is being 


organised by the 
Bridgend decorations 
committee and they have 
arranged a few changes 
to the usual pattern this 
year - including the 
arrival of some real 
reindeer for last 
Saturday’s Christmas 
switch-on. 

The Santa grotto this 
year will be in the old 
Clay travel shop in 
Dunraven Place during 
December. 


Tabernacl charity Christmas concert 


TABERNACL 
Music Society’s 
charity Christmas 
carol concert will 
be held on Sunday, 
December 12 at 
7.30pm at 
Tabernacl Chapel, 
Derwen Road, 
Bridgend. 

There will be carols 
old and new with 
opportunities for audi¬ 
ence participation with 
accompanist Steven 


Burges and conductor 
Kevin Adams. 

Also taking part are 
the children’s choir 
from Maes yr Haul 
Primary School, 
Broadlands, and a 
young local harpist, 
Angharad Roberts. 

Tickets £6,(children 
£3),available from 
01656 654899 or at the 
door. 

All proceeds will be 
donated to Solid Rock 
Youth Centre, Nolton 


Street Bridgend. 

The ‘drop-in’ centre 
is part of the charity 
Christian Youth 
Outreach, a volunteer- 
led project established 
in 1993, committed to 
partnering with local 
churches to give young 
people a place of safe¬ 
ty in which to relax 
and socialise. 

TMS would welcome 
new members - please 
contact 07896 533292. 


CAFODD y plant 
a’r staff yng 
Nghylch Meithrin 
Nantymoel hwyl yn 
gwisgo’u pyjamas a 
phaentio’u 
hwynebau i godi 
arian ar gyfer 
Children in Need 
dydd Gwener 
diwethaf. 

The children and 
staff at Cylch Meithrin 
Nantymoel Nursery 
clearly had great fun 
wearing their pyjamas 
and having their faces 
painted to raise money 
for the Children in 
Need appeal recently. 


Pupils taught 
how to conserve 
water supplies 


PUPILS from 
Corneli Primary 
School learned some 
vital lessons on 
World Toilet Day 


Welsh Water-seconded 
teacher, Rob Davies, then 
introduced the pupils to 
suitable and unsuitable 
objects for flushing. 

Rob said: “You are 


last week, during a never too young to learn 
day of environmen- about water efficiency 
tal activities at Dwr never too old to take 

Cymru’s Cog 

® Making some small 
Moors Education changes around the home 
Centre, near Dinas and school can make 
Powys. huge savings in the 

The youngsters from amount of water we 
the school’s eco-commit- waste every year, 
tee spent the morning “Teaching pupils the 
learning about trees and importance of water effi- 
eco-systems, and were ciency when they are 
offered water efficiency young will guarantee a 
advice that they can con- more water efficient 
tinue to use at school and country when they grow 
in their homes. up.” 
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PLANNERS APPROVE SCHEME AT 


FORMER FURNITURE FACTORY 


Go-ahead for the 
Brynmenyn site 
re-development 


THE site of a for¬ 
mer furniture fac¬ 
tory in Brynmenyn 
is to be redevel¬ 
oped. 

Bridgend planners 
have agreed that a 
mixed use development, 
including factory units 
and houses, can take 
place on the old Christie 
Tyler site at Abergarw 
Road. 

The application, from 
Ashtenne Industrial 
Fund Ltd, was out of 
accord with the Unitary 
Development Plan, but 
the full council has 
approved the applica¬ 
tion. 

The site will be 
roughly split into two, 
with half going for new 
houses and possibly a 
residential care home, 
and the other half going 
to industrial use. 

The rest will be land¬ 
scaped open space and a 
new access. 

The scheme will see 
the building of 75 new 
houses, including 15 
four-bedroom 
dwellings; 40 three-bed- 
room houses and 20 
two-bedroom units. 

The access off 
Abergarw Road will be 
reconfigured and a new 
mini-roundabout will be 
created. 

Flood mitigation 
measures will also be 
needed as the site lies in 
a meander of the River 
Ogmore. 

There will also be a 
buffer of landscaping 
between the houses and 
the employment units. 

The site contains a 
number of old industrial 
buildings and council¬ 
lors were told that it was 
very unlikely that an 
employment-led rede- 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


velopment with a new 
business taking over 
these premises would 
take place. 

There is a danger that 
the existing run-down 
premises would remain 
as they are for some 
time to come. 

Having a mixed-use 
development would 
bring the site back into 
productive use with 
100,000 square feet of 
premises available to 
meet modern business 
needs. 

The site is close to the 
M4 and there would be a 
net loss of only 12,000 
square feet of employ¬ 
ment floorspace. 

The council also 
heard that the site is 
located 20 yards from a 
river, within a flood 
zone and in an area that 
the Environment 

Agency has stated to be 
susceptible to surface 
water flooding. The 
developer is therefore 
having to introduce 
flood mitigation meas¬ 
ures. 

A Flood Consequence 
Assessment has been 
carried out and the 
development has been 
designed with two flood 
paths away from proper¬ 
ties to the River 
Ogmore. New arrange¬ 
ments for surface water 
will be required. 

Assessments have 
been carried out which 
show that bats live in 
one of the buildings and 
there were initial fears 
about the effect on habi¬ 
tat for great crested 
newts, but these objec¬ 
tions have been with¬ 
drawn following addi- 


Ogmore MP seeks 
worker recognition 


OGMORE MP 
Huw Irranca- 
Davies is to meet 
Ministers at the 
Ministry of Defence 
to press the need for 
proper recognition 
of all who worked 
in munitions facto¬ 
ries during the 
Second World War, 
including those who 
worked at the arse¬ 
nal in Bridgend. 

This step, one of 
many in a process that 
began a number of years 
ago, follows the October 
2009 unveiling of a 
plaque at the site of the 
Bridgend Munitions fac¬ 
tory, otherwise known as 
the Royal Ordnance 
Factory, Bridgend. 

This plaque stands as 
testament to the hard 
work of all those who 
served there. 

Munitioneers worked 
with extremely danger¬ 
ous high explosives and 


detonators and many 
workers, who were often 
conscripts, were injured, 
and 27 were killed. 

The MP said:‘Tn my 
meeting with Defence 
Ministers, I will press for 
the need for proper 
acknowledgment of the 
service of those who 
ensured Britain was able 
to continue fighting fas¬ 
cism in Europe and 
imperialism in Asia. 

“Armed Eorces veter¬ 
ans have the Veterans 
Badge, the Bevin Boys 
have the Bevin Boy’s 
Badge, the Land Army 
Girls have the Women’s 
Land Army badge - all 
rightly so. 

“However, as yet 
there has been no recog¬ 
nition of the many thou¬ 
sands of people who 
served as munitioneers 
and I’ll be interested to 
hear the ideas of 
Ministers on how to 
redress this at our meet¬ 
ing.” 


tional assessment. 

Some local residents 
have objected on the 
grounds that this natural 
flood absorbing area 
will be covered in hard 
surfaces, which will 
increase the risk of 
flooding elsewhere. 

There were also con¬ 
cerns about increased 
traffic and overdevelop¬ 
ment of Brynmenyn, 
which aheady has two 
nursing homes, com¬ 
mercial units in two 
industrial zones and a 
lot of new housing. 

Both local schools are 
aheady full and could 
not accommodate extra 
children without new 
facilities being provid¬ 
ed. 

But all the objections 
were countered in argu¬ 
ments put forward by 
the developers. 

Planning officer 
David Llewelyn recom¬ 
mended that the scheme 
be approved, subject to a 
number of conditions, 
including one requiring 
a financial contribution 
of £277,321 to provide 
extra classrooms at the 
affected schools. 

He said that the 
development did not so 
adversely affect the resi¬ 
dential and visual 
amenities of the area, 
nor was it detrimental to 
highway safety so as to 
warrant refusal. 

He added that the loss 
of some of the employ¬ 
ment land was offset by 
the provision of serviced 
land to facilitate 
employment develop¬ 
ment. 

This serviced land 
has to be provided 
before any houses are 
built. 
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THE YOUNGSTERS SHOW THEIR 
ENTHUSIASM EOR SQUASH. 


Primary school pupils try a game 
of squash - and get more active! 


THE challenge to 
get children and 
young people to be 
more active has 
been accepted by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Active Young 
People department 
and its partners. 

Recently, Squash 
Wales, the national 
organisation for the 
development of squash. 


organised a large scale 
event to promote the 
sport at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre. 

There was a huge 
response, with more 
than 120 children from 
six primary schools 
attending, and there 
was agreement by all 
that this was a fantastic 
opportunity. 

The sports hall took 
on a brand new look 
with seven portable 


Appeal for 
missing girl 


SOUTH Wales 
Police are appeal¬ 
ing for information 
about the where¬ 
abouts of Lauren 
Gillard, 16, who 
was last seen in the 
Shrewsbury area on 
Saturday, 
November 13. 

A police spokesman 
said: “Lauren is known 
to be in the south Wales 
area and has strong 
family connections 
with the Oakwood 
Estate in Caerau, 
Maesteg. 

“She has shoulder 
length, straight brown 
hair and brown eyes.” 

Anyone with infor- 



Lauren Gillard. 
motion is asked to con¬ 
tact Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518 or 

Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


Llangewydd Arms 
stay top of league 


THE majority of 
matches ran pretty 
much to form on 
Monday, 

November 22. 

League leaders 
Llangewydd Arms had 
the highest score when 
they beat a weakened 
Tondu Railway Club 
54-43. Then came 
Royal Oak Nomads, 
52^1 victors away to 
Tyrisha Royals. 

This score is a bit 
misleading, as the 
Royals had a three-point 
lead from the written 
section, increasing it in 
the individual round but 
they collapsed some¬ 
what after that. 

Then four highly 
placed teams had close 
encounters. Oldcastle A 
left Llynfi Arms after a 
45-42 win and Maesteg 
Catholic Club returned 
to best form when win- 


V A NEWMAN 
GLASS QUIZ 
LEAGUE 

ning 43-40 against 
Mackworth Arms. 

The other division 
one game resulted in a 

45- 36 win for Laleston 
Inn A against 
Coychurch Wanderers. 

Six Bells continue to 
ride high in division 
two. 

This week they beat 
Llangeinor AEC 50-37. 
Cabo Roche went one 
better with 51 points 
against Pheasant 
Gamekeepers’ 43. 

Laleston Inn B got 
43, but their opponents 
Oddfellows Arms did 
too - in the first drawn 
game this season. 

The two remaining 
games were quite close. 
Pheasant Poachers won 

46- 44 versus Oldcastle 
B and Pyle RPC had a 


46-42 win against Heol- 
y-Cyw RPC’s 42. 

Here are your four- 
for-thought: 

1. Seven out of ten 
German planes shot 
down in the Battle of 
Britain were victims of 
which British aircraft? 

2. The Rio Grande 
valley is a feature of 
which U S State? 

3. Which horse in 
1989 won the Derby, 
2,000 guineas. Eclipse 
Stakes and the King 
George V and Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes? 

4. Who, in a 
Shakespeare play gives 
the advice “Never a 
lender or borrower 
be”? 
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squash walls being 
erected so that every 
child could receive 
instruction on how to 
control the racquet and 
learn the game of 
squash. 

The aim is to devel¬ 


op community-based 
junior squash pro¬ 
grammes at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre on 
Monday evenings. 

Chris Rees of Squash 
Wales said: “We have 
worked closely with 


Bridgend County 
Borough Council to 
help children and young 
people learn new skills 
and, hopefully, take 
things further with a 
club setting”. 


Leprechauns, bees, and 
bears at St John’s school! 


ON Children in Need Day, St John’s 
School, Newton, held several fundraising 
events. 

Pupils were able to wear either something yellow 
or a costume to school - and various characters were 
in attendance that day, including a very green 
Leprechaun, a bee, several Pudsey Bears and a Harry 
Potter lookalike. 

Mrs Howells raised nearly £50 by asking pupils to 
guess how far she would get in reading aloud Harry 
Potter books from 9am until 4pm. 

Mrs Howells, suitably dressed, managed to read 
all but one page of the first book - and still had some 
voice left at the end of the day! 

Luca (year-9), raised £78 with his chocolate 
tombola and ‘guess how many sweets in ajar?’. 

Cake sales were also held, with pre-prep raising 
£32 and the prep/senior departments raising £40 
towards the overall total of £300. 



‘Ready for a reading 
test, children?’ 


Who wants to build what 
and where in the borough? 


Mr Hiren Patel - 14a Longfellow 
Drive, Cefn Glas - Pascia sign, off 
licence sign and post frames x 4. 
Waterstone Homes - 2 Penprysg 
Road, Pencoed - Relocation of bin 
store and cycle store facilities. 

Mole Valley Parmers Limited - Main 
Avenue, Brackla - Glazed entrance 
lobby (amended design), new canopy 
to proposed garden centre and minor 
alterations to access. 

Mr G Hopkins - 5 Llys Pentre, 
Broadlands - Convert garage to liv¬ 
ing space. 

Mr Elliot Rees - 38 Park View, 
Maesteg - Single storey shower 
room extension to side and ramp 
access to front. 

Mr and Mrs M Williams - 50 
Alexandra Road, Pontycymmer - 
Proposed rear kitchen extension and 
garage. 

Mr and Mrs Washbourne - Cefn 
Gelli Farm, Bettws Road, 
Llangeinor - Temporary agricultural 
dwelling for occupation in association 
with proposed free range egg unit. 

Mr and Mrs Washbourne - Cefn 
Gelli Farm, Bettws Road, 
Llangeinor - Reserved matters 
(appearance and landscaping) for free 
range egg production unit: 12,000 
birds. 

Mr Allan Brookes - St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Heol Las, 
Mawdlam - Extension to vestry area 
for toilet facilities with disabled 
access. 

Mrs H Llewellyn - 33 Margam 
Street, Maesteg - Demolish flat roof 
lobbyAVC to rear and replace with 
single storey shower room and lobby 


extension for disabled person. 

Gamesa Energy UK Ltd - Mynydd y 
Gelli/Mynydd Caerau, Nr 
Abergwynfi, Neath Port Talbot and 
Bridgend - 15 wind turbines (three 
in BCBC), substation, upgrade ext. 
tracks assoc, infrastructure and anem. 
mast - affect footpath 4 Maesteg. 

Mr Kenneth Brealey - 20 Cefn Glas 
Road, Bridgend - Construct rear 
boundary wall to enable garden to be 
used with fence on top of the wall. 

Mr Steve Jones - 3 Wimbourne 
Road, Pencoed - Single storey 
extension and garage. 

Mr Daniel Bryan - 19 Church Bell 
Sound, Cefn Glas - Single storey 
extension. 

J P Property Maintenance - Land off 
New Street, Pantygog, 
Pontycymmer - four dwelllings 
(application for approval of reserved 
matters). 

Mr Jeffrey Morgan - 36 Heol 
Pantyrawel, Pantyrawel - Proposed 
domestic garage to rear garden. 

Mr J D Ryall - Replacement 
shopfront with domestic frontage. 
Change of use from shop to domestic. 
Mr T Morgan - Balias Cottage, Heol 
y Sheet, North Cornelly - 
Construction of detached agricultural 
building. 

Mrs Seldon - 9 Princess Street, 
Maesteg - Tiled roof conservatory to 
rear of dwelling. 

BCBC Childrens Directorate - 
Ynysawdre Comp Senior and 
Middle School, Heol yr Ysgol, 
Tondu - New secondary comprehen¬ 
sive school and community facilities 
- affecting footpath 3, Ynysawdre. 
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In Porthcawl for 100 years - and YMCA 
is looking forward to a double century 

PHOTOGRAPHS by I 

KEITH E MORGAN | 

AS reported in last week’s GEM, the 
planned revamp of Porthcawl YMCA has 
triggered an offer to the town council, 
offering it a new home when the refur¬ 
bishment is complete. 

Discussions are at an early stage at the moment, 
but at the recent announcement of the successful 
grant application, the Porthcawl YMCA president, 

John Berry, talked about the future - and about the 
activities that currently take place there. 

He said: “This year, 2010, Porthcawl YMCA 
marked the centenary of extending its programme 
into the town’s main shopping area, John Street. 

“The need to substantially upgrade this building 
is supported by the demands of the community. Its 
prime location means that it can again play a full 
and even more valuable role in the community.” 

He continued: “Having reviewed existing use, we 
consulted local organisations to ascertain that, given 
improved access and facilities, there is need for a 
central community hub of this sort in the town. 

“We are also seeking to expand our own existing 
activities, with the emphasis on a fully-inclusive 
community. 

“The offices, meeting rooms, boardroom style 
meeting room and two large halls, craft area and 
reception will be all fully DDA compliant, offering 
easy access with a lift, toilet and refreshments for 
all. 

“Working with an architect and engineer, we 
established that a lift offering access to all floor lev¬ 
els could not be provided in the present building, as 
the structure is inadequate by today’s standards. 

“The rear two thirds of the building will be 
demolished and rebuilt to today’s requirements 
including BREAM excellence.” 

He said that they were looking to include activi¬ 
ties for the young, to help adults find and retain 
work by training, and to tackle loneliness and isola¬ 
tion in groups such as the elderly. 

He went on: “Today’s users start at four months 
with their mothers sharing and learning together, 
through the after school club, junior and senior 
youth clubs, pottery, DWP Advisers to senior citi¬ 
zens snooker, the full cycle is catered for. 

“Many town organisations have expressed their 
desire to be a part of the new ‘Community Hub’. 

“The building proposals were launched by the 
then Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Rosemary Deere 
and Consort Coun David Deere on February 20, 
thus kick starting the regeneration process in a flag¬ 
ging town centre. 

“The plans and a model are on view with the 
book of support, which was signed by 150 people.” 

The resulting plan, allowing for contingencies, 
has a budget of £425,000. CFAP have offered the 
YMCA a grant of £300,000. The YMCA manage¬ 
ment board have established working groups for 
accepting and establishing the realisation of this 
project. 

Mr Berry concluded: “In its 100 years of service 
to the town of Porthcawl, the YMCA has never 
made a public appeal for funds. 

“If the many hundreds of Porthcawl people who 
have passed through its doors would contribute, 
however small a sum, it will be helpful and grate¬ 
fully received. 

“Porthcawl YMCA is grateful for this kick-start 
and is looking forward with positive enthusiasm to 
settling here for the next 100 years.” 

BELOW: 

The YMCA’s clock has been a fixture in 
John Street for many years. 




The canteen area, serving 
coffee and tea. 


Youth Leader Linda with youngsters 
from the after-school club. 


ABOVE: The Porthcawl breast feeding support group meets at the YMCA. 





LEET: 

The tradition- 
ally-styled 
billiard room 
with Emrys 
and Cyril 
having a game 
of snooker 
under the 
watchful eye 
of John 
Berry. The 
tables were 
installed when 
the building 
first became 
the YMCA, 

100 years ago. 

RIGHT: 
John Berry, at 
the YMCA 
entrance. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Charity run 

MOST residents of 
Pyle, Kenfig Hill and 
Cefn Cribwr will either 
know or will have seen 
peso Nerys Lloyd 
cycling around their vil¬ 
lage. 

She, with her col¬ 
leagues from the 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team, keep a high profile 
and are doing an excel¬ 
lent job, resulting in a 
substantial reduction in 
crime, loutish behaviour, 
speeding and inconsider¬ 
ate parking in the area. 

Her sister experienced 
complications prior to 
the birth of her second 
baby. She was rushed to 
Bridgend hospital, where 
she had an emergency 
caesarean, after which 
she and the baby were 
taken straight to 
Singleton special baby 
care unit. 

However, because of 
the severe brain damage 
caused by the lack of 
oxygen the decision was 
made to turn off the 
machines and baby 
Emilia died at just one 
day old. 

Nerys said that the 
teams working in the 
special care unit were 
“amazing” and so helpful 
and caring, that she has 
decided to run a 
marathon on December 
24 to raise funds to help 
babies receive the special 
care needed, and also to 
support families affected 
by the trauma of cord 
prolapse. 

To support Nerys, 
make a pledge by either 
phoning her on 07805 
301493, or by calling 
into the Talbot 
Community Centre, 9 
Prince Road, Kenfig Hill, 
for a sponsorship form. 

Community 

Watch 

IT has been brought to 
the attention of the 
policing team that two 
more scams have been 
taking place in other 
areas of south Wales 
and they would like to 
make you aware of 
them. 

The first is about a 


Green 

Room 

WRITER John 
Barnie and musi¬ 
cian ‘Stainless’ 
Steve Garrett, will 
entertain guests at 
the Green Room, 
41, John Street, 
Porthcawl (the 
Sustainable Wales 
office) tomorrow 
(December 3) at 
8pm. 

John Barnie will 
launch his latest book - a 
collection of essays 
about politics and cul¬ 
ture, titled Fire Drill- 
Notes on the First 
Decade of the Twenty- 
first Century, published 
by Seren. 

Based in Cardiff, 
Steve Garrett returns to 
his guitar roots, while 
paying homage to musi¬ 
cians such as Mose 
Allison, Dan Hicks and 
Richard Thompson. 
Admission £3 on the 
door. 



COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


card being posted 
through your door from a 
company suggesting that 
they were unable to 
deliver a parcel and that 
you need to contact them 
on a premium rate num¬ 
ber. This is a scam origi¬ 
nating in Belize. 

The other possible 
scam is where people are 
receiving e-mails 

allegedly from parcel 
delivery companies, stat¬ 
ing that they were unable 
to deliver a parcel. One 
resident decided to check 
and was warned that if 
you opened the message 
it could expose your 
computer to various 
viruses. 

If there are any issues 
that you would like to 
bring to the attention of 
your Neighbourhood 
Police Team, contact 
peso Jon Howe in Pyle 
on 07805 301491. 

Parish 
of Pyle 
and Kenfig 

THIS year it has been 
decided to combine the 
Christmas draw with 
an Advent Christmas 
lunch in St James’ 
Church Hall, Pyle, on 
Saturday, December 11, 
at 12pm. 

The cost of the lunch, 
which will include soup 
and a roll followed by 
mince pies, is £3, with 
proceeds going towards 
keeping the churches 
open. 

This year, Christingle 
will be held in St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Maudlam, on Sunday, 
December 5, at 4.30pm 
and in St James’ Church, 
Pyle, on Sunday, 
December 12 at 5pm. 

These wonderful serv¬ 
ices, led by Canon Phillip 
White, are for people of 
all ages and they also 
present the perfect 
opportunity to invite 
along friends and rela¬ 
tives. 

Auction 

success 

MYNYDD Cynffig 
Junior School parents 
were very generous 
with their bids in the 
‘Silent Auction’ for the 
pair of Wales-v-New 
Zealand, rugby tickets. 

The highest bid was 
for £140, which will be 
added to the Friends of 
Mynydd Cynffig Junior 
School fund. 

There was also mag¬ 
nificent support for the 
pupils for their BBC 
‘Children in Need’ 
appeal last Friday, when 
their ‘Come Dressed in 
Spots’ day raised a bril¬ 
liant £205.66. 

The winners from 
each class for the origi¬ 
nality of his or her cos¬ 
tume were Class 1: 
Connor Coombes; Class 
2: Jack Davies; Class 3: 
Emmi Joy; Class 4: 
Brooke O’Neil; Class 5: 


Elisha Owen; Class 6: 
Taylor Anderson and 
Class 7: Callum Emery. 

Congratulations to the 
seven pupils who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the school 
last week, and in particu¬ 
lar to Georgia Coleman 
from class 2, who won 
the headteacher’s award. 

The school choir will 
be performing their sec¬ 
ond concert at the can¬ 
dlelit service for Cancer 
Research this Sunday, 
December 5, at 4 pm, in 
the All Saints Church, 
Porthcawl. 

Tickets are now avail¬ 
able at £2 each for the 
years 3-4 Christmas con¬ 
cert 2010, ‘Santa On 
Strike ’ on Tuesday, 
December 7, at 1.30pm 
and December 8, 6.30pm 
at Pyle Life Centre. 
Junior rugby 
THE Mini/Junior sec¬ 
tion at Kenfig Hill RFC 
will be holding a 
Christmas fete in the 
club house on Friday, 
December 10, between 
6pm-9pm. 

There will be a variety 
of stalls including home¬ 
made sweets, cakes, 
mulled wine and mince 
pies, chocolate fountains 
and Tarot reading. 

Admission is only 
50p, so why not go along 
and support these young 
players who could be 
future Welsh internation¬ 
als. 

To find out more about 
Mini/Junior rugby at the 
club, contact Rhiannon 
Morse on 01656 746383 
or 07828 128566. 

St Theodore’s 
Church 

THERE are still a few 
seats left for the 
Christmas shopping 
trip to Cheltenham this 
Saturday. 

One bus will leave 
from the Farmers in Cefn 
Cribwr at 8.30am and 
another from the Top 
Cross, Kenfig Hill, at 
8.30am. 

To book a place, con¬ 
tact Christine on 01656 
742987. 

The church will be 
open to view the 
‘Christmas Tree Festival’ 
on December 10-11, 
between 10am and 5pm. 

COMBTNFTfT 

CONCERT 

THERE will be a 
combined concert by 
Brackla Community 
Choir and Penybont 
Primary School 
Choir at Brackla 
Community Hall, 
Bridgend, tomorrow 
(December 3), at 
7pm. Tickets £4 can 
be purchased at the 
door. 


Choir 

concerts 

Blaengarw Valley 
Ladies Choir will be 
holding its annual con¬ 
cert in Blaengarw 
Rugby Club tomorrow, 
December 3 at 7pm. 

The guest choir will 
be the Blaengarw Valley 
Male Voice Choir and 
music will be provided 
by Pencoed Silver Band. 
Tickets are £3. 

Blaengarw Valley 
Male Voice Choir will 
lead the singing in the 
Christmas carol service 
at St Cien’s church, 
Llangeinor, on Sunday, 
December 12, at 6pm. 

Tickets cost £3, with 
the money donated to 
church funds. Mince pies 
and mulled wine will be 
served in the Llangeinor 
Arms afterwards. 

Unfortunately, the 
Bridgend male choir 
golden anniversary con¬ 
cert at Tabernacle 
Chapel, Pontycymer, on 
November 26 had to be 
cancelled because of 
snow. 

I expect to be 
informed shortly of a 
rearranged date, and of 
what arrangements will 
be put in place for exist¬ 
ing ticket holders. 

Young 

singers 

BRIDGEND ‘Young 
Singer of the Year’ 
Hnalists, sponsored by 
Dunraven Windows 
and organised by the 
Maesteg Gleemen male 
voice choir, are to be 
congratulated for the 
confidence and talent 
they displayed in the 
auditions. 

The junior section 
finalists are as follows: 
Lauren Coates 

(Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School); 
Connie Osgood Finney 
(Archbishop McGrath 
Catholic Secondary 
School); Rhydian 

Jenkins (Ysgol Gyfun 
Llangynwyd); Amy 
Leigh Thomas (Maesteg 
Comprehensive School). 

The senior section had 
such a competitive selec¬ 
tion of candidates that it 
was felt by the adjudica¬ 
tors that the number of 
entries to the finals 
should be increased from 
four to seven. 

The senior section 
finalists are as follows: 
Lowri Izzard and Mari 
Izzard (both Ysgol 
Gyfun Llanhari); 

Gemma Thomas 

(Brynteg Comprehensive 
School); and four from 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive: Sophie 
Howe; Amelia Jones; Joe 
Wiltshire-Smith; and 
Catherine Walters. 

Any youngster who 
did not make it to the 
finals this time should 
not be too disappointed, 
the standard was high in 
both sections. 

The winner of each 
section will receive The 
Bryan Davies Trophy 
and a prize to the value 
of £500, made up as fol¬ 
lows: £100 personal 
cheque and a voucher for 
£300 to further music 
education within his/her 
school, together with a 
personal trophy. 

The runners-up in 
each category will 
receive a prize of £50 
and a £50 voucher for 
his/her school, together 



ABOVE: Maesteg children’s choir and massed ladies choirs at St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff with soloist Rhiannon Williams-Hale (left). 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



with a trophy. 

The finals take place 
at Maesteg town hall on 
Saturday, January 29, 
2011 . 

Maesteg Children’s 
Choir recently took part 
in a gala concert with 
massed ladies choirs. 

They consisted of 
Aberbargoed ladies 
choir, Barry ladies choir, 
Bristol ladies choir, 
Builth Wells ladies 
choir, Cantabile singers, 
Pembrokeshire, Cor 
Clychau’r Fedwen, 
Llantwit Major ladies 
choir, Morriston ladies 
choir, Penybont ladies 
choir. Sovereign singers, 
Cardiff and Ynysybwl 
ladies choir. 

The concert was held 
in St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff to raise funds for 
the Noah’s Ark Appeal 
(the Children’s Hospital 
for Wales). 

The compere for the 
evening was BBC’s Sara 
Edwards, whose mother 
is president of Maesteg 
Children’s Choir. 

The conductor was 
Richard D Stephens, 
whose choir Cantabile 
were in the recent con¬ 
cert; he is also vice-pres¬ 
ident of Maesteg chil¬ 
dren’s choir. 

B everly Humphrey s, 
the Welsh mezzo sopra¬ 
no, was the leading 
soloist. 

One of the piano 
accompanists was Nicola 
Rose, who recently 
became a junior fellow in 
the vocal department of 
the Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama. 

The other accompanist 
was Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale (accompanist to the 
famous Pontarddulais 
male choir, and musical 
director of the Ynysybwl 
ladies choir, which per¬ 
formed in the concert). 

The distinguished 
organist was Terence 
Gilmore-James. 

Maesteg children’s 
choir sang ‘Before the 
world began’, ‘Tears in 
Heaven’ an arrangement 
by Roger Emmerson of 
Eric Clapton/Will 
Jennings’ ‘As long as I 
have music’, then Carol 
King’s ‘You’ve got a 
Friend’. 

These were followed 
by more songs by the 
massed choirs. 

In the second half, the 
children’s choir sang an 
arrangement by Mark 
Brymer of Barry 
Manilow’s song ‘One 
voice’, ABBA’S ‘Thank 
you for the music’, 
Roger Emmerson’s 


arrangement of Leonard 
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ and 
Beethoven’s ‘Joyful, joy¬ 
ful’. 

The concert ended 
with Mae Hen Wlad Fy 
Nhadau. 

Last Saturday, I had to 
go to Maesteg on busi¬ 
ness and I popped into 
Plasnewydd Primary 
School to see if the choir 
would be rehearsing, 
even though we had had 
snow and heavy frost. 

I was amazed to find 
that there were approxi¬ 
mately 30 children 
rehearsing for the choir’s 
Christmas concerts. 

They will be perform¬ 
ing in Maesteg Town 
Hall in the Christmas 
fayre on Saturday, 
December 4 at 10am. 

On December 10, they 
will be in a concert of 
Christmas music at St 
Michael’s Church, 
Maesteg starting at 7pm. 

Tickets cost £6 and the 
money raised will be 
donated to Cancer 
Research Cymru. 

Everyone is welcome. 

On December 11, they 
will be singing in Tesco 
store, Maesteg from 
10.30am. 

Wick concert 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir is putting on 
a concert in Wick 
Village Hall tomorrow 
(Friday, December 3, 
7pm, to assist the Ed 
Evans Foundation raise 
funds for Cancer 
Research Wales to 
carry out research on 
tumours. 

The foundation has 
raised more than 
£105,000 to help these 
worthwhile causes since 
2006. 

The choir will be 
holding its annual 
Christmas concert at 
Canolfan Bethlehem, 
Ogmore Vale, on 
December 7 at 7pm. 
Tickets are £3. 

It rehearses at 
Canolfan Bethlehem on 
Thursday evenings and 
welcomes new members. 

Telephone John on 


01656 8414291 for 

details. 

Gift boxes 

MEMBERS of St 
Bride’s Church, 

Llansantffraid have 
announced that dona¬ 
tions of packed shoe 
boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child 
topped 200 boxes. 

This is a great effort 
compared to last year 
when the total was more 
than 140 boxes. 

Happy 21st! 

THE members of St 
David’s Church, 

Bettws, wish to con¬ 
gratulate Christopher 
Rees, who will be cele¬ 
brating his 21st birth¬ 
day on Saturday, 
December 4. 

Tynyrheol 

runners 

TYNYRHEOL 
Primary School, 

Llangeinor, head¬ 
teacher Martin 

Griffiths, congratulates 
pupils Amber Croale, 
loan Davies, Kai Lewis, 
Mia Lewis and Jake 
Whitefield, who took 
part in the recent inter 
schools cross country 
race in Porthcawl. 

He was also pleased at 
a recent assembly to 
present awards to the 
school’s Eco-committee 
for helping it win a 
Green Flag. 

They had been able to 
ensure that pupils 
deposited litter in the 
bins provided and not in 
the school yard. 

They had also main¬ 
tained the schools flower 
beds and hanging bas¬ 
kets. 

The members of the 
committee are: year-3 
pupils Rhian Jeremy, 
Kalem Podmore; year-4 
- loan Davies, Teyah 
Jones; year-5 - Carl 
Danter, Cerys Jeremy; 
year-6 - Lauren Chard, 
Callum Tame. 

At the same assembly, 
badges were awarded to 
identify members of the 


school council to other 
pupils. 

Pupils could ask the 
members for advice and 
concerns can be brought 
to the attention of the 
school council. 

The school council 
members are: year-1- 
Ellie Street, Gethyn 
Thomas; year-2 - Millie 
Loosemore, Thomas 
Sage; year-3 - Kody 
Tame, Jake Whitefield; 
year-4 - Amber Croale, 
Teyah Jones; year-5 - 
Ellie Ann John, Mia 
Lewis; year-6 - Lauren 
Chard, Callum Tame. 

Books were also 
awarded to the follow¬ 
ing: class 1 - Gethin 
Lewis; class 2 - Kody 
Tame; class 3 - Ellie 
John, for being the most 
improved reader in that 
class during the term. 

The school raised 
£26.31 towards the 
Poppy appeal, and 
£81.50 for Children in 
Need. 

The school’s 

Christmas fayre is at the 
Richard Price Centre at 
2pm tomorrow Friday, 
December 3. 

Christmas 

concert 

Ogmore Vale Primary 
School headteacher 
Paul Booth, confirms 
that the Christmas con¬ 
cert for years 1 and 2 
will take place on 
December 8 at 10am. 

For nursery and recep¬ 
tion classes, it will take 
place on December 9 at 
10am. 

Carol service 

THERE will be a carol 
service at Maesteg 
Central Church, fea¬ 
turing the Tondu 
Wesley Methodist 
Church Choir, on 
December 8 at 7.15pm. 

Everyone is welcome 
to “come along and raise 
the roof’ with their 
singing as the service, 
led by Rev Gordon 
Sollis, will include many 
popular carols and read¬ 
ings. 
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Schools e-coli outbreak: 

COUNCIL REPLIES TO 


INQUEST CRITICISM 


BRIDGEND County 
Borough Council has said 
that its environmental 
health officers were 
“deliberately misled and 
deceived” by butcher 
William Tudor when they 
were inspecting his prem¬ 
ises. 

The council was responding 
to comments made by Gwent 
coroner David Bowen at the 
inquest into the death of five- 
year-old Mason Jones in 2005. 

Mason died after eating 
meat contaminated with e- 
coli, which had been supplied 
to his school and others across 
south Wales by William Tudor 
from his meat factory in 
Bridgend. The inquest heard 


that Mason died in agony. 

Mr Tudor was jailed for a 
year for breaching hygiene 
laws by allowing raw meat to 
come into contact with cooked 
meat. 

The same vacuum packer 
was used at the premises for 
packing raw and cooked meat. 
He admitted supplying con¬ 
taminated meat to 44 local 
schools. 

The e-coli outbreak affect¬ 
ed 158 schoolchildren, and 31 
people were admitted to hos¬ 
pital. 

Mr Bowen accused environ¬ 
mental health inspectors from 
Bridgend, who were responsi¬ 
ble for inspecting his premis¬ 
es, of treating Tudor “with a 
light touch”, and said that the 


butcher ignored a food safety 
plan. A council spokesman 
said that the public should be 
assured it will do everything it 
can to ensure food safety. 

He went on: “However, we 
should not forget that William 
Tudor deliberately misled and 
deceived our officers during 
the course of their inspections. 

“He instructed his staff to 
hide evidence of their activi¬ 
ties and showed a significant 
disregard for food safety. 

“The consequences of this 
were truly terrible and have 
served to demonstrate the 
importance of maintaining 
high standards within the 
food industry. 

“Since the 2005 outbreak, 
the important and significant 


changes that Professor 
Pennington recommended in 
his public inquiry report have 
been put in place and, as a 
local authority, we remain 
committed towards continu¬ 
ous improvement in all 
aspects of our inspection 
work.” 

He added that the council 
had worked with partner 
agencies and the food industry 
to implement the recommen¬ 
dations of the report and 
would not fail to take action 
wherever necessary against 
anyone who puts food safety 
at risk. 

He went on: “Our thoughts 
remain with all the families 
who were affected by the out¬ 
break.” 


Cat society’s plea as one-week-old 
kittens are dumped in big freeze 



PORTHCAWL 
Lions Club has 
made the draw in 
its Christmas raffle 
- which has a top 
prize of a trolley 
dash around the 
Co-op Store in Lias 
Road. 

A Lions spokesman 
said: “The draw was 
made last Saturday 
(November 27) and we 
would like to thank the 
manager and staff of the 
Co-op store for their 
support and cooperation. 

“The raffle raised 
funds for Mencap and 
local charities. A list of 
the winners is displayed 
in the store.” 

Currently, Porthcawl 
Lions are bringing 
Father Christmas to their 
Saturday grotto, which is 
in the YMCA, John 
Street, between 10am 
and 4pm. 

“Bring the children 
along,” said Ralph 
Anslow,the president of 
Porthcawl Lions Club. 

“The grotto is open 


every Saturday until 
December 18.” 

The Boxing Day fun 
run of 38 furlongs,starts 
at 11am from the Hi- 
Tide. 

Entrants can go on 
the Lions’ web site: 
porthcawl lions.org.uk 
or telephone Rhys Lewis 
on 01656 772369. 


ABOVE: 
Porthcawl Lions 
activities chair 
Joan Cosson 
makes the draw, 
helped 

by Co-op store 
supervisor, 
James Hume. 


Lions draw Porthcawl 
trolley dash winner 



VICTIMS OF THE THROWAWAY SOCIETY 
- Fairy, with tiny Freeze and Frost. 


CATS Protection’s 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre is urging 
owners not to dump 
their pets after eight 
cats and kittens 
were found in boxes 
in the Llanharry 
area in the early 
hours of Monday 
morning. 

Nicola Jones, deputy 
manager, said: “The 
youngest kittens were 
only one week old and 
are very lucky to have 
survived the night, given 
the freezing tempera¬ 
tures. 


"Good Taste*... our speciality! 


Award Winning Restaurant ‘ / 

L '1 - ^ CHRISTMAS 

‘ CHOICES... 

TVaditional or Indian 

, « ^ ^ (4 Co urses ) £20 \ 

^ Christmas Day ' 

Traditional Tlirkey Dinner £25 

^ Throughout December all customers can 
_ enjoy a complimentary glass of champagne. 

EARLY BIRD Special 

4 Course Meal 

£ 7.95 per person 

^ ^ 1 Available every week Monday, Tuesday 

W ^ and Thursday 5.30 pm - 7.00 pm 

^ » * Offer includes FREE glass of house 

wine/soft drink (dine-in only) 

OPEN FOR LUNCH (Mon to Sat) 2 Courses only £4.95 

WEDNESDAY Special 

5 Course Meal 

\ only £ 8.95 per person 

Our mid week saver served all evening 
M 5.30pm -11pm (excludes drinks) 

^ SUNDAY Buffet 22 different dishes 

. * £7.95 Children £4.95 

Open 7 days - 5.30pm - 11.30pm (Including Bank Holidays) 


[ Friday and Saturday General Menu Applies ■ 


“The kittens, now 
named Freeze and Frost, 
are under veterinary care 
for respiratory illness. 
We are all hoping they 
will make a full recov¬ 
ery.” 

Around one-third of 
all the cats taken in by 
Cats Protection across 
the UK are stray or aban¬ 
doned, so it is a problem 
the charity’s staff are des¬ 
perate to highlight. 

Bridgend Adoption 
Centre is currently strug¬ 
gling to look after 215 
unwanted cats and kit¬ 
tens, and has a waiting 
list of around 500 cats 
waiting to come in. 

The manager. Sue 
Dobbs, said: “The num¬ 
ber of cats being dumped 
is a major problem for us, 
because it can take weeks 
and sometimes hundreds 
of pounds to nurse just 
one unfortunate cat back 
to health.” 

“Though there is a ten¬ 
dency to regard cats as 
independent animals, 
they are like any other 
pet and need a loving 
owner to provide them 
with shelter, food, 
warmth and care. 

Open day 

Cats Protection’s 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre is holding an 
open day on Saturday, 
December II, from 
I0.30am-3.30pm, and 
it promises to be a 
great day out for all of 
the family! 

Sue Dobbs, the cen¬ 
tre ’s manager said: “The 
open day is a great 
opportunity to enjoy 
some fun while support¬ 
ing the centre, which 
finds new homes for the 
many unwanted and 
abandoned cats that 
come into its care. ” 

Attractions include 
Santa’s Grotto, tombola, 
raffte, children’s compe¬ 
tition, bric-a-brac and 
much more. There will 
also be a cake stand and 
other refreshments on 
sale. 

Entry is £I for adults, 
50p for children, and 
under-3s admitted free. 


“However, we seem to 
be living in a throwaway 
society, where some peo¬ 
ple think nothing of just 
getting rid of innocent 
new-born kittens and 
older cats. I think it is an 
extremely sad state of 
affairs.” 

For advice about car¬ 
ing for a cat, or to offer 
a cat a home, please call 
the centre on 01656 
724396. 


FOY& Co. 


RE-UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHING SPECIALISTS 
Antique, Vintage or Modern 
Over 500,000 metres of fabric in stock 
Large selection of antique and vintage chairs and sofas 
Unit 8B2 Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, CF7I 7PF 

Tel: (01446) 771210 Mobile: (07971) 538414 

email: mmariafoy@aol.com 


A family run business offering quality home inspiration with 
an extensive range... PLUS their PRICE MATCH guarantee! 

forcei 

Style... Variety... Value... 

r 


EXTENDING OAKD 


PLUS 

F 
Bl 

CHAIRS 






(RRPE1115) 

NOW £599 

Ready to Go! 

SAVE £516 

HOME ACCESSORY GIFTS AND GIFT VOUCHERS! 




New COOKWARE SECTION Now Open 

One of 50 


Comfort Zones ‘IS? 

DINING • LOUNGE • BEDROOM • OCCASIONAL • GIFTS/ACCESSORIES • PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 

Excellent Service and Refreshments, Eat In/Takeaway Cafe, 

25,000 square feet of home elegance to absorb... 

11 VILLAGE FARM, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PYLE, BRIDGEND CF33 6YN 
(Find us opposite Wyvole Garden Centre) 

OPEN:Monday-Saturday9.30am-5.00pm, Sunday 11am ■ 4.00pm. Tel; 01656 743719 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCHED ON IN 
BRIDGEND TO CAP A FUN-FILLED DAY 


THERE was a full afternoon 
of activities last Saturday 
(November 27) in Bridgend - 
all leading up to the switching 
on of the Christmas lights. 

For the children, there was a chance 
to get close to a real live reindeer, not 
forgetting that Christmas essential, a 
visit to Santa’s Grotto. 

For the adults, there was a visit 
from the ‘True Taste of Wales’ mobile 
kitchen, with a chance to try the spe¬ 


cialities of local prize-winning food 
producers. 

Making an appearance were Slade 
Organics, with their lamb, Ty 
Tanglwyst (whole milk) and Jones 
Organic with their sourdough bread. 

Bridgend was the first stop in the 
‘True Taste Kitchen Award Winners 
Roadshow’, and it continues its tour, 
stopping at 15 locations stretching 
from Cwmbran to Cardigan and 
Pontypridd to Porthmadog. 



PHOTOGRAPHS marked by DAVID SEALEY 
PHOTOGRAPHS marked ‘MT^ by MANDY THOMAS 



RIGHT: 
There was plenty of 
demand for hot 
food from the Hrue 
Taste of Wales’ 
roadshow. 





Winter Pet Food Appeal 

More than ever, our local animal shelters are under 
massive strain to home and feed an ever growing 
number of pets, that, for one reason or another, are 
no longer in their own homes. 


Most pet owners treat their pets as part of the 
family and will even be including them in the family 
Christmas presentsi 


If you can help feed a sheltered animal this winter, 
please bring your pet food donation to The GEM in 
Cowbridge and we will get it to one of the local shel¬ 
ters. 



Thank-you, from all the sheltered animals! 




The GEM is in partnership with 
the Dog’s Trust to find caring 
homes for animals in their charge 
at Bridgend Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 

Can you help young 
Gypsy find a home? 


THIS WEEK: 
Gypsy is a 2-3 year 
old Jack Russell 
Terrier, an active 
girl who enjoys 
plenty of exercise. 

Unfortunately, she is 
finding living in kennels 
very distressing, so des¬ 
perately wants to find a 
home before Christmas. 

When she first meets 
someone, she can be 
tense, but once you get 
to know her she has a 
super personality, the 
Trust says. 

She is housetrained, 
and can live with a calm, 
well adjusted dog. She 
can live with older chil¬ 
dren, of 11 years or over, 
and will need an owner 
who has owned terriers 
before. She will need 
calm and patient han¬ 
dling and time to settle 
into her new home. 

If you think you can 
offer Gypsy a loving 





Gypsy. 


home in time for 
Christmas, call 01656 
725219 or visit Dogs 
Trust in the centre Pen- 
y-Fai, Bridgend. 

See more pictures of 
Gypsy and some of her 
friends on the website at 
WWW. dogstrust. org.uk 



ABOVE: Free samples at the True Taste mobile kitchen. 



Tree 

festival 

THE Parish of 
Coity, Nolton and 
Brackla will hold its 
Christmas Tree fes¬ 
tival at St Mary’s, 
Nolton, from 

December 6-11. 

Local schools and 
businesses will set up 40 
Christmas trees inside 
the church for people to 
visit during the week. 

The proceeds from 
donations and the sale of 
tickets for the evening 
concert on Saturday, 
December 11, featuring 
Bridgend Male voice 
Choir, will go to Llamau, 
the charity for homeless 
youngsters in the area. 


Lovelight service 

LLANTWIT Major Friends of Tenovus are hold¬ 
ing the ‘Lovelight service’ this year on Tuesday, 
December 14, at 7.30pm at St Illtud’s Church, 
Llantwit Major. 

It is an opportunity to light a candle in remem¬ 
brance of a loved one, for friends and family both 
here and abroad, who are unable to celebrate 
Christmas with us, or to give thanks for a new birth. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 721496 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 
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Councils start counting the 
pennies, as the Assembly 
hands over this year’s cash 


IT WAS a tale of 
two borough coun¬ 
cils last week when 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and the 
Vale Council dis¬ 
covered how much 
cash they would 
receive this year 
from the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government 
(WAG). 

BCBC received 
almost £30 million more 
or, to put the figure 
another way, £121 per 
person more than the 
Vale. 

Local Government 
Minister Carl Sargeant 
revealed that Bridgend 
would get £179 million 
(£1,309 per person), and 
that the Vale would get 
£150 million (£1,188 per 
person). 

Bridgend has always 
received a larger per 
capita grant, and this is 
usually attributed to the 
fact that the borough has 


more deprivation. 

Both councils will 
also get extra cash to 
support capital projects, 
with £7.8 million going 
to BCBC and £6.7 mil¬ 
lion to the Vale. 

They will also receive 
specific grants to sup¬ 
port a range of activities, 
including early years 
and post-16 education, 
refuse disposal and recy¬ 
cling. 

Carl Sargeant said “I 
am increasing slightly 
the cash funding of local 
authorities over the 
three-year period. This 
is in stark contrast to the 
position in England, 
where local government 
core funding shows a 
decrease of 2.3 per cent 
on a like for like basis. 

“To protect schools, 
there is an increase in 
funding for education of 
around £61 million over 
the three-year period. 

“I am confident that 
local authority man¬ 
agers, trade unions and 
those at the front line of 
services will rise to the 
challenge.” 


Report by 
Philip Irwin 


Coun Mel Nott, the 
Leader of BCBC, said: 
“The current economic 
situation is placing huge 
amounts of pressure on 
all councils, and I want 
to reassure residents 
throughout Bridgend 
county borough that we 
will be aiming to deliver 
a budget that protects 
front line services. 

“We are currently 
examining the fine detail 
and it is too early to say 
what impact it will have, 
but some hard choices 
are going to be unavoid¬ 
able. 

“However, I am opti¬ 
mistic about the various 
efficiency measures that 
we have already put in 
place and opportunities 
for partnership working 
that we are developing, 
and believe that they 
will be of huge benefit.” 

The Labour/Plaid 
coalition’s decision was 
praised by the Plaid 
Cymru candidate for the 


Vale of Glamorgan, Dr 
Ian Johnson. 

He pointed out that 
the Vale Council’s budg¬ 
et will be cut by just 1.7 
per cent next year, com¬ 
pared to a cut of more 
than 7 per cent in 
England. 

He said: “The Welsh 
Government has done 
well to keep a reason¬ 
able and manageable 
local government settle¬ 
ment in the face of 
severe cuts from the 
Conservative-led gov¬ 
ernment at Westminster. 

“Given the scale of 
the cuts being passed on 
to Wales and the contin¬ 
ued failure to provide 
fair funding for Wales, 
the Vale Council must 
congratulate the Welsh 
Government on this set¬ 
tlement, and do its best 
to continue to provide 
the same level of serv¬ 
ice, rather than use this 
as an excuse to make 
cuts to services.” 

The leader of the Vale 
Council, Coun Gordon 
Kemp, said: “It is, to say 
the least, disappointing 


Cuts drive joint working by councils 


THE budget pres¬ 
sures caused by the 
new government’s 
cuts have led 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and the Vale 
Council to start look¬ 
ing at whether joint 
working could save 
cash. 


The idea has been 
considered several times 
in recent years, but now 
cabinet members on the 
two councils are likely 
to approve a “memoran¬ 
dum of understanding”. 

Coun Gordon Kemp, 
the leader of the Vale 
Council, said: “The Vale 
is collaborating with a 
number of Welsh coun¬ 


cils, including our 
neighbours in Bridgend. 

“Our principal audi¬ 
tor is already jointly 
managing the Vale and 
Bridgend’s audit servic¬ 
es. 

“If the memorandum 
of understanding is 
approved by both coun¬ 
cils, in the future we 
could see more joint 
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staff appointments, the 
sharing of specialist 
skills and joint procure¬ 
ment. 

“The memorandum 
of understanding will 
formalise the work 
being undertaken by 
ourselves and Bridgend. 
It will also encourage 
officers in both councils 
to develop opportunities 
for collaboration. 

“Of course, there will 
need to be a business 
case for all joint work¬ 
ing projects, demon¬ 
strating that collabora¬ 
tion will produce sav¬ 
ings and other benefits, 
such as protecting and 
improving services for 
the residents of the Vale 
and Bridgend.” 

Coun Mel Nott, the 
leader of BCBC, added: 
“Collaboration is 
undoubtedly the future 
for local government in 
Wales, not only between 
the 22 councils, but 
with other public sector 
bodies as well. 

“This proposed mem¬ 
orandum of understand¬ 
ing underlines our joint 
commitment to working 
in a more efficient, 
innovative and ‘can-do’ 
way which can only be 
to the benefit of all our 
residents in Bridgend 
county borough and the 
Vale.” 

Service heads from 
both councils will meet 
to discuss the most 
appropriate areas for 
potential joint delivery 
in the future. 

The memorandum of 
understanding details 
several areas where 
joint services could be 
considered initially: 
these include trading 
standards, electoral reg¬ 
istration and the youth 
offending service. 


that Ian Johnson 
believes that local 
authorities would wish 
to make cuts to services. 
None of the Welsh lead¬ 
ers I have spoken to 
would wish to do so, but 
we must take into 
account the reduction in 
the settlement. 

“What is happening 
in England is not rele¬ 
vant to Welsh Local 
Government. What is 
relevant is the reduction 
in the funding we 
receive. In cash terms, 
for the Vale, this means a 
reduction of £2.6 mil¬ 
lion. The settlement 
from WAG varies from 
an increase of 0.1% to a 
decrease of 1.7%, with 
the Vale receiving a 
1.7% reduction. 

“In addition, inflation 
is currently running at 
3.2% and although it is 
predicted that this will 
fall to 2% by next year, 
this would still mean an 
effective reduction of 
3.7%. On top of this the 
council faces increased 
demand for its services, 
particularly social care. 

“The Vale Council 
faces some very difficult 
decisions both in regard 
to services and the level 
of council tax, and while 
every effort will be 
made to protect services, 
this is not always possi¬ 
ble,” he warned. 


Ex-quarter master 
sold military gear 
on eBay website 


A FORMER Army 
quartermaster was 
ordered last week 
to pay back more 
than £6,000 he 
made on eBay - 
from selling mili¬ 
tary gear meant for 
frontline soldiers. 

Ex-paratrooper 
Sergeant Allan Peet (41), 
used the auction website 
to sell boots, rucksacks 
and rations plundered 
from Ministry of 
Defence stores. 

Peet, who served in 
Iraq, Sierra Leone, 
Kosovo, and Northern 
Ireland, sold the MoD 
issue gear to outdoor 
enthusiasts. 

Judge Patrick Curran 
QC on Eriday ordered 
Peet to pay £6,628 under 
the Proceeds of Crime 
Act - or face three 
months in jail. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
was told Peet came to 
the attention of the 
authorities after military 
issue equipment was 
spotted online. 

Prosecutor David 
Webster said: “The items 
involved are day sacks 
and military issue 
footwear. They are not 
available to members of 
the public. 

“They are sold exclu¬ 
sively by the Ministry of 
Defence and when they 


were noticed on eBay an 
investigation started.” 

Mr Webster said the 
seller’s ID on eBay was 
traced to Peet’s home in 
Bridgend, and his house 
and garage were 
searched. 

The court was told 
Gore-tex Wet Weather 
boots and specialist mil¬ 
itary rucksacks were 
found. 

Mr Webster said the 
items had been stolen 
from RAP St Athan, just 
15 miles from Peet’s 
home. 

The court heard that 
Peet had sold 168 ruck¬ 
sacks on eBay for up to 
£41 each. Another 39 
sacks were found at his 
home. 

Mr Webster said: “He 
had been selling military 
boots; some pairs were 
found at his home - it 
seems he sold 64 pairs. 

“Peet said the items 
that he sold he’d pur¬ 
chased from a car boot 
sale in another part of 


the country. He denied 
knowing they were 
stolen - but that must 
have been as plain as 
day.” 

Peet, who served in 
the army for 23 years, 
pleaded guilty to han¬ 
dling stolen goods. He 
joined the army in 1981, 
but was given an hon¬ 
ourable discharge in 
2004. Since then, he has 
volunteered to train 
future cadets and 
worked as a paid instruc¬ 
tor. 

Kevin Seal, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He was an 
exemplary soldier in all 
respects. He had been 
stupid and naive by put¬ 
ting the equipment on 
eBay. It was not sophis¬ 
ticated and it was easy to 
track back to him.” 

Peet was handed a 
10-month suspended 
sentence, and ordered to 
pay £1,000 costs, and 
undertake 250 hours 
unpaid work. 


DTNAS POWYS> 20 th 
niCKENSTAN FAYR.E 

THE Rotary Club of Dinas Powys is this year cel¬ 
ebrating the 20th year of the Dickensian Fayre. 

A spokesperson said: “This Friday, December 3, 
come along and join the village folk in an evening 
of Christmas cheer at the village square. There 
will be Santa’s Grotto, stalls selling local produce, 
coconut shy, barbecue and fun for all the family. 

“The fun starts from 6pm and we look forward 
to seeing you there.” 


(birds^ Waitrose 

Investing in Cowbridge 
Public Consultation 



Sbar# your views 

RS Bind Ud and Wafrose vMxid Ike ha invAe you to vcw pbns for a food shore 
oodfmdkr^ihopsosportc^onewd€wicpmef>i onthesifootthttorn>ef 
Carden Cer^re, Brdli lane.H^ Slreei Cowbrfoge. CF717YP. 

An erhbihon wll be Md n the tefrner Cordeo Centre bufoing on 

Friday 3rd December from 10am-7pm t 
Saturday 4th December from 1(>am-2pm 

Represerrtotrves from the tearn wd be iTwofoble ho ansi^ any questions arid 
you w4l howe the oppoftgnrty to pnen^de feedbock on the proip<^s. 





























10 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, December 2nd, 2010 


Afterwards, Mason’s 
mother read a brief 
statement in which she 
vowed to carry on cam¬ 
paigning for justice. 

“We are extremely 
disappointed that the 
coroner felt that he was 
not able to record a ver¬ 
dict that Mason was 
unlawfully killed, 
because in the eyes of 
all of our family that is 
exactly what happened. 

“It is for that reason 
that we do not feel that 
Mason has received 
proper justice.” 

She said it was wrong 
that a man like Mr 


Bridgend college will 
host an open evening 


BRIDGEND College will host 
an open evening on December 
8 from 4.30pm until 7.30pm at 
its Bridgend and Pencoed 
campuses, for prospective stu¬ 
dents to meet tutors and see 
the state-of-the-art learning 
facilities. 

Spokesman leuan Nash said: “In 
August, we celebrated record levels of 
triple distinctions at further education 
level, with 106 students achieving the 
equivalent of three ‘A grades at A 


Level. This exceeds the totals of 2009 
and 2008 (89 and 64 respectively) and 
equates to more than 30per cent of all 
of our National Diploma students 
achieving these outstanding results, in 
2009/10. 

“Additionally, in our 2009 Estyn 
inspection, Bridgend College was 
awarded 10 x Grade Ones and five 
Grade Twos, one of the highest set of 
grades ever awarded to a Further 
Education College in Wales (or 
England).” 
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E.coli victim’s mother vows 
to continue ‘fight for justice’ 


Orthopaedic 
consultant at 
Number 10 


THE mother of a 
child killed by the 
deadly E.coli bug 
slammed his 
inquest verdict 
last week and 
vowed to “fight on 
for justice” for her 
dead son. 

Gwent coroner David 
Bowen brought in a 
neutral narrative verdict 
on the death of Mason 
Jones at an inquest in 
Newport. 

Despite strong words 
underlining that he had 
died from eating con¬ 


taminated meat in 
school dinners, the 
coroner said he was 
unable to record a ver¬ 
dict of unlawful killing. 

Mason’s mother, 
Sharon Mills spoke of 
her “disappointment” 
that the man she regards 
as directly responsible 
for her son’s death was 
not publicly branded as 
such. 

Mason, of Deri, near 
Bargoed, died after con¬ 
tracting the deadly 
0157 strain of E.coli in 
September 2005. 

The outbreak struck 


44 schools in the south 
Wales valleys and 
became the second 
biggest to hit the UK by 
the time it had run its 
course. 

Butcher William 
Tudor, 58, put cash 
before hygiene for years 
and may have caused 
other food poisoning 
outbreaks, the inquest 
heard. 

As the owner of John 
Tudor and Son, based at 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, he supplied meat 
to dozens of schools 
and residential homes 


for the elderly. He was 
jailed for one year at 
Cardiff Crown Court in 
2007 after admitting six 
counts of placing unsafe 
food on the market and 
one of failing to protect 
food against the risk of 
contamination. 

His underhand prac¬ 
tices were so habitual 
he bought cheap frozen 
New Zealand mutton 
and passed it off as 
prime Welsh lamb. 

Staff who brought 
him rotten meat unfit 
for consumption were 
told to “mince it up” 


and use it in faggots. 

Mr Bowen described 
the catalogue of lax 
hygiene practices at the 
butcher’s Bridgend 
plant as “horrific fail¬ 
ings”. 

He added: “Mason’s 
death was the result of 
an E.coli infection prob¬ 
ably due to the con¬ 
sumption of cooked 
meat, which had 
become contaminated 
during the course of 
preparation due to a dis¬ 
regard for good food 
hygiene practices.'” 

He went on to call for 
an urgent review of the 
way food hygiene rules 
are enforced and urged 
more frequent unan¬ 
nounced visits to prem¬ 
ises. 


Tudor, who was aware 
his lax hygiene prac¬ 
tices could potentially 
kill, could not be prose¬ 
cuted for manslaughter. 

“The law does not do 
enough to protect the 
public from rogue 
traders like him,” she 
said. 

She said until the law 
protecting the public 
against such rogue 
traders was toughened 
up, the same could hap¬ 
pen again. 

“My heart is broken 
and my life has changed 
considerably since this 
happened,” she added. 

“I will carry on with 
my campaign for as 
long as needs be. E.coli 
is never going away.” 


WENVOE-based Keshav Singhal, 
orthopaedic consultant at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, and chair of the 
Wales-India Centre, joined Alun Cairns 
MP for the Vale, on a visit to Downing 
Street, to celebrate Diwali with the Prime 
Minister. 

The MP invited Mr Singhal to join him for the 
Diwali celebration with the Camerons at Number 
10. The Hindu event is also known as the festival 
of lights. ’ 
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Rural care 
seminar 

CARE for people liv¬ 
ing in rural areas will 
be the focus of a 
Church-led seminar 
tomorrow (Friday) at 
the Royal Welsh 
showground, 
Llanelwedd. 

It will look at what 
churches can do to 
improve the pastoral care 
they offer and how they 
can work alongside other 
agencies to help those 
facing problems such as 
financial debt, isolation, 
depression or community 
collapse. 


Call the School on 


01656 789963 

to register your place 


Quartet make a 
dash for Mencap 


Dafydd (10) 
gets the VIP 
treatment! 


ABOVE: Christian Dafydd is pictured with 
the new Audi A1 in his striking design. 


TEN-YEAR-OLD 
Cristian Dafydd 
arrived at school in 
style last week 
when he was chauf¬ 
feur-driven to Ysgol 
Cynwyd Sant in 
Maesteg in the new 
Audi A1 embla¬ 
zoned with his 
name and an eye¬ 
catching livery that 
he had designed. 

The year-6 pupil won 
a special art competition 
organised by Bridgend 
Audi to introduce the 
new premium hatchback. 

He joined four other 
local schoolchildren who 
had submitted the best 
entries for a launch 
event at the retailer’s 
Tremains Road show¬ 
room on Saturday - 
none of whom knew 
whose design had won 
until they pulled the 
cover off the car. 

Featuring the Welsh 
dragon and colours of 
the Welsh flag, Cristian’s 
striking design is dis¬ 
played on one of the A1 
demonstrator models in 
which Bridgend Audi 
will undertake customer 
test drives. 

As part of his prize, 
which includes a 
Playstation 3 for him¬ 
self, the youngster’s 
school will have use of 
the car for a week and 
has also been presented 
with a cheque for £250. 

“The competition was 
a great success, attract¬ 
ing hundreds of entries 
from 13 schools in 


Bridgend and the Vale of 
Glamorgan and provid¬ 
ing a major talking point 
at our launch weekend, 
where the entries were 
displayed and the winner 
revealed,” reported Lee 
Page, Bridgend Audi’s 
head of business. 

“The standard of 
entries was very high, 
but Cristian’s design 
really caught our eye - it 
looks absolutely fantas¬ 
tic on the car and we’re 
confident will really get 
the A1 noticed.” 

Having travelled to 
the Bridgend Audi 
launch on public trans¬ 
port, Cristian and his 
family were amongst the 
first people in the area to 
sample the A1 when 
they were driven home 
from the event in the car. 
Cristian and his brother, 
Jac (5), and sister, 

Megan (7), were then 
transported to school 
aboard the new Audi - 
much to the delight of 
the winner and his peers. 

“Like his class-mates, 
Cristian was really 
enthusiastic about the 
competition and is 
absolutely thrilled to 
have won,” said Rebecca 
Morgan, Cristian’s 
teacher. “We are very 
proud of him and who 
knows it might even 
inspire him to become a 
designer of some kind in 
the future. 

Cristian’s class-mate 
at Ysgol Cynwyd Sant, 
Harri Morgan, was one 
of the competition run¬ 
ners-up. The other run¬ 
ners-up were Ethan 
Bennett (Trelales 
Primary), Abigail Dave 
(Sully Primary) and 
Shannon Beechey 
(Eagleswell Primary) - 
all of whom received an 
Audi goody bag. The 
prizes were presented by 
Lee Page and the Mayor 
of Bridgend, Mayor 
Coun Colin Teesdale. 


Life after GCSEs 


Sixth Form options at St Clare’s 

If you haven’t yet thought about your post-GCSE 
options now is the time to consider the alternatives 
available at St Clare’s School in Porthcawl. 


You could join a school with: 

• An enviable record in A Level exam success (100% pass rate and 
60% AVA grades in 2010). 

• A supportive environment which has helped pupils enter a 
range of Higher Education institutions and courses including 
Russell Group and Oxbridge umversities. 

• Advice and support with the LFniversity application process. 

• A range of extra-curricular opportunities from work experience, 
to Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, to Sports to Young Enterprise. 

• A focus on key subjects including Separate Sciences; Languages; 
Humanities; Mathematics and Eurther Mathematics. 


Small class sizes run on a seminar basis, allowing you the chance 
to fully develop your knowledge and understanding of your 
chosen subjects. 

To find out more, join us at our information session on 

Tuesday 7th December at 4pm to learn more about 
the opportunities St Clare’s School offers you. 


I The four Santas: Picture by AMY EDGE 

FOUR Portbcawl volunteers year.Together with the Co-opera- 
donned their Santa suits and tive’s Manchester Santa Dash, over 
took part in a festive fun run in £30,000 was raised for the charity. 


aid of learning disability chari¬ 
ty Mencap on November 28. 

The Skm event was held 


A spokesperson said: “The Co¬ 
operative is raising money for 
Mencap in 2011 to help transform 


London’s Crystal Palace Park and ‘he lives and dreams of up to 20,000 
Glen Davies, Curtis Ivin, Richard young people with a learning disabil- 
Jones and Chris Evans from ity across the UK - inspiring them to 
Porthcawl Co-operative Foodstore, change their world for the better by 
joined more than 300 runners who helping them to gain new skills and 
braved the icy conditions to raise the confidence to play a more active 
funds for the Co-op charity of the part in their communities. 


Sixth form team wins 
consumers competition 


ABOVE: (Left to right) Rhiannon Norman, Vraj Patel, 
Mathew Burnell. Owen Skelton. 


A TEAM of Sixth Form pupils 
from St Clare’s beat off the 
challenge of Brynteg and 
Cynfig Comprehensive 
Schools - to win the Bridgend 
round of the Young Consumer 
of the Year Competition 2011. 

The team, which consisted of Owen 
Skelton, Vraj Patel, Rhiannon Norman 
and Mathew Burnell, scored a magnif¬ 
icent 89 points in the competition 
which was held at the Bridgend 
County Council Civic Offices on 
November 29. The teams participated 
in nine rounds on subjects such as 
food and drink, consumer affairs, 
social responsibility, the world, law 
and government and the news. 

The St Clare’s team are now 
through to the next round and will 
represent the Bridgend local authority 


area at the all-Wales event to be held 
in Llandrindod Wells in March. The 
winners of this event will go through 
to the UK finals in Bournemouth. 

The Young Consumer of the Year 
competition has been running for 23 
years and sees in excess of 10,000 
participants per year. The competition 
is designed to encourage team partici¬ 
pation and active learning across a 
range of subjects as well as encourage 
engagement with issues that affect 
everyone’s lives. 

Head of St Clare’s, John Aguilar, 
attended the event and commended 
the St Clare’s team on their perform¬ 
ance. 

“Our team performed brilliantly 
and I was delighted not only with the 
result, but with the depth of knowl¬ 
edge that our pupils were able to 
demonstrate. Once again, well done to 
everyone involved.” DM 


Santa Claus at the 
Sandville centre! 



ONCE AGAIN, 
Santa has arrived 
at the Sandville Self 
Help Centre at Ton 
Kenfig - and he 
will be delighted to 
greet any local chil¬ 
dren! 

Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon, 
accompanied by the 
Mayor of Porthcawl, 
Coun Mary Emment- 
Lewis, opened Santa’s 
Grotto at the Sandville 
on Saturday, November 
27. 

Also present were 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher, 
Steve Moon, Tiny 
Leyshon and Dorian 
Bowen. 

For 20 years, Santa’s 
Grotto has been set-up in 
the Log Cabin at 
Sandville by Tony 
Leyshon, who did it 
again this year with the 
assistance of colleague 
Dorian Bowen. 


Santa’s Grotto at 
Sandville is open every 
Saturday and Sunday up 
to Christmas between 2 
and 4 pm. 

All children are invit¬ 
ed to visit Father 
Christmas and receive a 
present. 

Gwyneth Poacher 
said: “Dorian Bowen of 
Project One Building 


Services, donated the 
Christmas tree for the 
grotto and has also 
promised to help with 
maintenance at the cen¬ 
tre. 

“Over the next 12 
months, we will receive 
16 mainenence days free 
of charge, to cover areas 
such as plumbing, 
drainage, and electrics.” 


Council warning about 
VAT ‘special offers’ 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council’s trading 
standards service is 
warning consumers 
to be wary of com¬ 
panies advertising 
^pay now and save 
on the VAT increase^ 
offers. 

With the increase in 
VAT taking effect in 
January 2011, residents 
are being advised to pro¬ 
tect themselves by carry¬ 
ing out checks to ensure 
they are not getting 
involved in a potential 
scam, a company that 
could go bust, or finding 
that they are still bur¬ 
dened with the VAT 
increase at the end. 

An effective way of 
protecting yourself is by 
carrying out research on 


any trader offering deals 
such as this, particularly 
if they are advertising on 
the internet. 

Paying using a credit 
card if the goods or serv¬ 
ices cost more than £100 
is also a sensible option, 
as this means the credit 
card provider shares lia¬ 
bility if the trader fails to 
fulfil the contract. 

Residents are also 
advised that: 

• By paying the full 
amount for a product or 
service before January 4 
2011, you will be 
charged VAT at 17.5 per 
cent; 

• If you pay a deposit 
before January 4 2011, 
and then the balance after 
that date, then you will 
be charged the 17.5 per 
cent on the deposit but 
the 20 per cent VAT on 
the balance. 


Council Deputy 
Leader Coun David 
Sage, said: “It’s impor¬ 
tant to remember that the 
VAT increase is less than 
three pence in the pound. 
A shop claiming to be 
holding off from charg¬ 
ing the added VAT may 
not necessarily be offer¬ 
ing the best deal. 
Consumers may find 
greater savings by taking 
the time to shop around.” 

Complaints and 
enquiries of this nature 
are dealt with by 
Consumer Direct, who 
can be contacted on 
08454 040506 or 08454 
040505 for Welsh lan¬ 
guage calls. 

Alternatively, further 
information can be found 
on the Consumer Direct 
website: consumerdi- 

rect.gov.uk. 


All trees sourced from Wales and displayed in 



their full glory in the undercover festive forest. 


Situated behind Power (Jay’s) Fuel 
Station, opposite Mughal Emperor 


Open all day - 7 days a week 


Telephone: 0781 3674 938 

COME AND Trees also avateble ^ > 

SEE SANTA A . Cosmeston Farm, L, t 
IN HIS Aik. opposite Cosmeston 

GROTTO! Lakes in Penarth 

Sat & Sun 
IO-4pm ^ 
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Vale CounciFs employees 
pick out mileage allowance 
as a means of cutting costs 


A VALE Council 
‘suggestion box’ 
asking employees to 
pick out areas for 
cost savings has 
generated more 
than 80 ideas. 

Some of these were 
revealed at a recent cab¬ 
inet meeting of the Vale 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Council - and one idea 
suggested was to cut the 
existing mileage 

allowance for council 
staff - which stands at 
60p per mile. 

In September, the 
council asked staff to 
make suggestions, using 



Est 15 years 


COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe 
Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 

CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £230.00 
Laptops from £330.00 
USB Pen Drives from £8.00 
TFT Monitors from £86.00 




40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 



the internal e-mail sys¬ 
tem. Ideas were then 
considered by a panel of 
senior council officers. 

The November 17 
cabinet meeting was pre¬ 
sented with some of the 
ideas (about 20) together 
with the senior officers’ 
response. 

The mileage 

allowance suggestion 
came from a council 
employee who had 
worked in the private 
sector - pointing out that 
his/her mileage had been 
30p per mile. 

When making the 
suggestion, the employ¬ 
ee said : “I realise this 
would be a very unpopu¬ 
lar measure.” 

The senior officers 
response was to say that 
a joint working group 
was looking at the 
issues, and would then 
be the subject of negoti¬ 
ation with trade unions. 

Another suggestion, 
one which will not be 
popular in Cowbridge, 
was to start charging for 


all council car parks. 

This could affect 
Cowbridge town centre, 
and also Cosmeston 
Lakes Country Park. 

The senior officers 
response to this is to say: 
“This idea is a good one 
and is already being 
progressed” 

Another idea suggest¬ 
ed is reduced hours 
working, with staff 
dropping to 35 or 37 
hours a week - or possi¬ 
bly a four-day week. 

The panel says that 
this is being investigat¬ 
ed, and that an update is 
due soon. 

Voluntary unpaid 
leave of up to 12 days is 
also suggested, and the 
panel says this “has 
potential”. 

Vale residents can see 
the complete list of sug¬ 
gestions that have so far 
been considered by visit¬ 
ing the committee’s, 
agendas, minutes sec¬ 
tion of the council’s web¬ 
site (www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk), choosing 
cabinet meetings and 
then November 17. 


Llantwit competition winner 

THE winner of our recent competition, for 
a £25 voucher to spend at a business of their 
choice, was L Whatling of Llantwit Major, 
who chose Young’s Butcher. 

Congratulations and look out for more great 
Glamorgan GEM competitions! 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 


r 


■trade meat warehouse 


WALES' No. 1 
MEAT SUPERSTORE! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 
Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL OFFER 

FRESH TURKEY CROWNS 


Offer valid until Wednesday, Sfh December 


(ALL OFFERS SUBJECTTOAVAILABILITY- WHILE STOCKS LAST!) 


New Discount Grocery Section - Lots of £1 lines on Biscuits, Christmas Nuts 
& Snacks, Crisps, Squash and Pop, Household, Pet Foods, Plus Much more! 


I PALMERSVALE | 
BUSINESS 
CENTRE 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav to ^ 

CF63 2XAK 


"WmTT 


(Al 




i 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday to Saturday 7.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 9.00am - 2.00pm 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 


Regional AM receives winter 
grit pledge from Vale Council 


REGIONAL Plaid Cymru AM Chris 
Franks says the Vale Council is confident 
there will be enough road salt for the 
winter. 

Mr Franks contacted the authority to seek assur¬ 
ances about salt stock levels. 

Geoffrey Cox, the cabinet member for visible 
and building services, told him: “The level of salt 
stock previously held was 2,500 tonnes and this 
was supplemented by deliveries throughout the 
winter season. This is the capacity of our under¬ 
cover salt bam at the Alps depot. 

“As difficulties were experienced last winter in 
receiving deliveries due to high demand across the 


county, a decision was taken to increase stock for 
this winter. 

“We have made an additional area available for 
storage and now have a total of 4,600 tonnes of salt 
in stock. This is in the order of 20 per cent more 
than the total amount used in 2009-10.” 

Councillor Cox told Mr Franks that the authority 
also had a provisional order for its supplier for a 
further 500 tonnes, which is expected during 
January 2011. 

Mr Franks said he was pleased with the assur¬ 
ances. 


‘Enjoy our stylish 
retail experience’ 

I ADVERTORIAL I 


STYLEFORCE 
comprises 25,000 
feet of home inspi¬ 
ration, colourful 
displays, tradition¬ 
al, contemporary 
and exotic furnish¬ 
ings. 

Brothers Iqbal and 
Naz Jamel have trans¬ 
formed their business to 
incorporate room set¬ 
tings displaying leading 
brand lounge, dining 
and bedroom furniture 
with an eclectic range of 
accessories and gifts for 
the ‘complete look’. 

Customers are 
impressed to discover 
this Aladdin’s Cave of 
style, colour and choice. 
The best surprise of all 
is the price! Elegant 
home furnishings at sen¬ 
sible prices and the 


availability of all stock 
items for immediate 
delivery. 

A welcome addition 
has been their eat 
in/takeaway cafe facili¬ 
ties. 

Seasonally, the busi¬ 
ness carries an extensive 
range of garden furni¬ 
ture and is currently 
showing an exquisite 
array of festive decora¬ 
tions and accessories. 

All this, backed by 
the family’s ‘price 
match’ guarantee makes 
Styleforce a ‘must visit’ 
this Yuletide for gift 
solutions (including gift 
vouchers) and to 
enhance your home gen¬ 
erally all year. 

Style... variety... value.. 
please visit soon. 

(Check out the offers 
in the advertisement on 
page 7) 



Dinas Powys fair 

PICTURED are earlybird shoppers 
who visited the Dinas Powys Fair Trade 
autumn fayre recently. 


Are you looking 
for someone to 
care for your pet 
this Christmas? 


Dog walking regular/occasional • Microchipping 
Puppy Visits • Pet House Visits • Smail animal, 
rabbit & guinea pig boarding. Doggy Day Care. 

www.rachelspetcareservices.co.uk 

02920 530026/07975 789409 






r APPyANGE S 

gSOiMRI gmi 

PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
^ m "THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a compreheosive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 


We hove a fabulous range of cookware 
and CKcessories - everything you ^ 
need for the perfect Christmas! 

MANY LOVELY GIFT IDEAS! 


SHOP OPEN: MonOay-Saturday 9am-5.30iim; Sunilay 10am-^m 


3a TYNEWYDD road, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) hand to advise 

Also large warehouse and showroom at 

252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


WAHEHOUSE OPEN: Monilay - Saturday Sam ■ 5.30pm 


Ail In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 
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Dance schooEs 
Jackson tribute 



THE new theatre stage at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School will get its first 
taste of real life musical action when a 
local dance school stages its ‘Tribute to 
Michael Jackson ’ show. 

The Vale School of Dance will be performing the 
show on December 4, at 7pm, and the young 
dancers are thrilled to be the first to use the new 
‘state-of-the-art’ venue at the school. 

Nerissa Usherwood, of the Vale School of Dance, 
said: “We are very excited and privileged to be 
using this modern facility, particularly as it is in 
Cowbridge where our dance school is based. ’’ 

The dance school teaches all age groups from 
two yeras to adults. Classes are held in ballet, 
street/jazz and tap. 

For further details, visit www.thevaleschoolof- 
dance.co.uk or telephone Nerissa on 01446 774449. 





As youngster faces Christmas in hospital... 

England star’s cricket 
bat present for Tobias 


THANKS to the 
owners of a Barry 
supermarket, for¬ 
mer England 
cricket star 

Darren Gough has 
donated two crick¬ 
et bats to the 
Tobias Lunnon 
appeal. 

Kevin and Lee 
Renshaw, who own the 
Costcutter store on 
Merthyr Dyfan Road, 
used a recent meeting 
with Gough to see if they 
could help Tobias. 

Kevin told The GEM: 
“Lee and I met Darren at 
the Costcutter conference 
in September. 

“When we heard about 
Tobias, we thought we’d 
try and get in touch with 
Darren again through the 
Costcutter marketing 
department. 

“Lee phoned up and 
they managed to get in 
contact with Darren’s 
agent, who arranged for a 
delivery of two signed 
bats.” 

Appeal organiser, 
Tracey Smith, told The 
GEM: “It is great that 
Kevin and Lee were kind 
enough to think of 
Tobias. 

“Tobias will be getting 
one of the bats, and we 
hope to auction the other 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


“If a local cricket club 
would like to auction it, 
they are welcome to con¬ 
tact me.” {See contact 
details at the end of the 
story) 

Tobias, aged 6, is at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
Cambridge. He was 
paralysed in a road traffic 
collision during the sum¬ 
mer. 

Eundraisers, including 
pupils at Ysgol Gwaun y 
Nant, Tobias’s former 
school, have supplied 
him with a laptop which 
enables him to keep in 
contact with friends via 
Skype. 

Tracey said: “Tobias 
really looks forward to 
communicating with his 
friends at the school 
twice a week. 

“They tend to have 
groups of four convers¬ 
ing with him at any one 
time. He does get tired 
very easily.” 

Fiona, Tobias’s mum, 
who remains at his bed¬ 
side, said that despite the 
traumatic experience, he 
continues to look to the 
future. 

“His consultant is 
pleased with his progress 
as he is physically strong 
and is sustaining himself 
with a healthy diet, with¬ 
out the need for a gastric 
tube into the stomach. 

“He loves fish, chips 


and broccoli, watermel¬ 
on, mango, sweet and 
sour chicken and his 
roast dinner with 
parsnips. 

“He has a slight cold, 
but the nurses are not 
concerned at the moment 
as he seems to be fighting 
it off. 

“Tobias has been up to 
60 per cent on the tilt 
table, and advises the 
nurses on ways to move 
him and positioning of 
his ventilator tube. 

“He is getting more 
confident with being 
moved, but occasionally 
it does get a little scary 
when the hoist moves 
unexpectedly.” 

The six-year-old has 
also started lessons. 

Fiona explained: “He 
goes down every day for 
an hour to the school on 
another ward and they 
are amazed at how clever 
he is. 

“He also enjoys buy¬ 
ing goodies at the shops 
downstairs and he carries 
them up on his lap. 

“With Christmas 
around the corner, he has 
been making Christmas 
decorations with the play 
specialist, and being 
Tobias, he has made a 
Christmas axe, complete 
with glittery jewels. 

“I have bought him a 
black Christmas tree with 


The Nightmare Before 
Christmas tree decora¬ 
tions, that he is looking 
forward to putting it up 
soon. 

“He is also looking 
forward to starting his 
chocolate advent calan- 
der, counting down the 
days!” 

Fiona added that 
Tobias is remaining 
brave despite the obvious 
frustrations he is facing. 

For people who would 
like to cheer Tobias up 
with a Christmas card, 
they should send it to: 
Tobias Lunnon C/0 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
Picu Ward, Box 7, Hill 
Road, Cambridge, CB2 



2QQ. Tracey said that if 
any local cricket club 
would like to contact her 
to auction the bat, they 
can call her on 07827 943 
623. Documentation is 


required by the bank to 
open an account for 
Tobias, and Tracey 
explained that cheques 
will be cashed once that 
process is complete. 



01533 214710 
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I BRYNTEG PUPILS 
A DEMANDING SPORT... 



Brynteg Comprehensive 
School BTEC students 
recently took part in a 
wheelchair basketball ses¬ 
sion. 

The school is extremely proud 
of its sporting tradition and links 
with Heronsbridge School, and 
as the 2010 London Paralympic 
Games approach, wanted to raise 
the profile of disabled sport 
among pupils. 

The session was hosted by 


Brynteg, who were keen to pro¬ 
vide their own students with an 
insight into the barriers that dis¬ 
abled athletes face. 

Bridgend County Borough 
Council has a partnership with 
Disability Sport Wales and sup¬ 
ports the development of com¬ 
munity opportunities and also 
helps talented athletes to 
progress in their sport. 

A total of 20 students took 
part in the wheelchair basketball 
session and quickly discovered 


the difficulties faced in control¬ 
ling the wheelchair while playing 
the demanding sport. 

Brynteg School is now estab¬ 
lishing a more regular link with 
Heronsbridge School with a 
weekly multi-sport afternoon 
being supported. 

Disability sport officer Gareth 
Walters said: “This initiative has 
been well received by the stu¬ 
dents, who gained more under¬ 
standing of disability sport.” 


Maesteg charity gets a 
boost from businesses 


STAFF from the 
Principality Building 
Society recently decorated 
and furnished two rooms 
for the Maesteg-based 
charity, Yellow Wales. 

Along with colleagues from 
Peter Alan Estate Agents and 
Nemo Loans, they took on the 
project as part of the 
Principality leadership and 


management training pro¬ 
gramme, designed to develop 
the skills and knowledge neces¬ 
sary to ensure business succes¬ 
sion for the future. 

Tracey Miles, training officer 
at Yellow Wales, said: “We are 
thrilled with the outcome and it 
will be brilliant to showcase the 
rooms and the potential of Ty 
Llynfi to others. We would like 
to thank Principality for their 


hard work and dedication.” 

The Principality customer 
advisor at Maesteg branch, 
Bryan Morgan, said: 

“Everyone had a thoroughly 
enjoyable time and a great deal 
of work was achieved. 

“We look forward to the 
community benefiting from the 
new-look rooms in the future.” 



‘Budget will safeguard front line services’ 

(AND PROTECT THE VULNERABLE)... SAYS BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL LEADER 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

• The closure of two automatic public 
toilets in Bridgend and Porthcawl - 
locations unspecified. 

• Fewer black bags to be given out to house¬ 
holders for rubbish, saving £30,000. 

• A 10 per cent increase in trade waste 
charges paid by businesses. 

• A reduction of £140,000 in the subsidy 
given for staff parking in council car parks. 


• A review of the running costs of Bridgend 
market and the charges imposed will be carried 
out. Officers have warned that increased rents 
could result in empty stalls. 

• Removal of the £100,000 subsidy of 
Bryngarw House this year. 

Council leader Mel Nott said that the current 
economic situation had placed councils under 
huge pressure but he wanted to reassure resi¬ 
dents that the budget would protect front-line 
services. 


He said: “Hard choices were always going to 
be inevitable when faced with a £3.4 million 
loss in revenue spending, but I believe that we 
have delivered a budget which looks after the 
most vulnerable members of our community.” 

Coun Nott added that the budget contained 
increases for certain items such as £844,000 for 
services for looked-after children; £600,000 on 
adult social care and £130,000 for services to 
the homeless. 

He said that they had avoided some of the 


proposed cuts, including removing free school 
buses, closing one of the amenity sites and 
axing school crossing patrols. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

HAS the council made the right choices 
to safeguard frontline services and 
protect the vulnerable in the borough? 
We would like to hear from you. Please 
email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 
or write to the address given on page 2. 


AM stepping down 
as shadow minister 


A Conservative 
AM, Andrew RT 
Davies, has shocked 
his party by step¬ 
ping down from his 
post as shadow 
health minister. 

His decision sparked 
a frenzy of speculation 
about his motives, with 
commentators saying 
that Mr Davies, the 
regional AM for South 
Wales Central, who lives 
in the Vale, was taking 
the first step in a cam¬ 
paign to unseat Nick 
Bourne as party leader in 
Wales. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


There was also specu¬ 
lation that he had 
resigned because of 
behind-the-scenes party 
in-fighting. 

However, from Mr 
Davies there was noth¬ 
ing except the bald state¬ 
ment: have informed 

the Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives in the 
National Assembly that I 
wish to stand down from 
my position within the 
shadow cabinet, with 
immediate effect. 
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“I gave this indica¬ 
tion to Nick Bourne on 
Saturday and it is some¬ 
thing that I have consid¬ 
ered for some time now. 

“With the changes 
being made to the front 
bench team, 1 feel that 
now would be an oppor¬ 
tune moment to make 
this move, as it would 
allow any subsequent 
changes to be made with 
minimal disruption. ” 

“I look forward to 
playing a full and pro¬ 
ductive role from the 
back benches, articulat¬ 
ing the concerns and 
interests of the people of 
South Wales Central. 

“I remain fully com¬ 
mitted, as ever, to the 
Welsh Conservative 
Party and its policies 
and I shall continue to 
work tirelessly to devel¬ 
op a strong Conservative 
voice for the people of 
Wales.'' 

Nick Bourne issued a 
statement saying that he 
was “surprised” by Mr 
Davies’ decision. 

One thing, however, 
is clear. There is nothing 
in Andrew RT Davies’ 
statement that indicates 
that he is considering 
stepping away from pol¬ 
itics. 

Phrases such as 
“wanting to spend more 
time with family” or 
“seeking new chal¬ 
lenges” are definitely 
absent. 


The story of how Bryngarw grew 
into a picturesque country park 


BRYNGARW 
Country Park in 
Brynmenyn, 
Bridgend, is 

approaching its 
25th anniversary 
with snapshots of its 
history. 

Rangers have been 
planting trees and man¬ 
aging the park through¬ 
out this time but are con¬ 
stantly reminded every¬ 
day of the debt owed to 
former owner Captain 
Onslow Powell Traherne. 

Bom in Bridgend in 
1866, he was a captain in 
the Glamorgan yeomanry 
and his tenure at the park 
stretched from 1896 to 
1944. 

“Not only was he the 
classic Victorian and 
Edwardian country gen¬ 
tleman, but also a great 
traveller. It was his trav¬ 
elling interests that have 
provided the rich diversi¬ 
ty of plants and trees in 
the park - most of the 
mature trees we see in the 
park today were planted 
during his ownership,” a 
spokesperson said. 

The huge Redwood 
tree behind Bryngarw 
House was presumably 
brought back as a seed 
from North America 
before the First World 
War, as evidence shows 
that it was planted in 
1915. 

Ornamental gardens 



ABOVE: Captain 
Onslow Powell 
Traherne 

RIGHT: The Oriental 
garden in the 1940’s 
and (above right) 
the garden now. 

include the oriental gar¬ 
den which dates back to 
1910. The pond, pagoda, 
oriental plants and 
lanterns all provide an 
insight into the different 
cultures Captain 

Traherne experienced on 
his travels to the Far East 
and are now part of the 
local scene today. 

The lake was also cre¬ 
ated around this time for 
fishing and shooting 
wildfowl, as Bryngarw 
Country Park in those 
days was a model of the 
tme country gentleman’s 
estate - pheasants and 



rabbits were bred for 
sport, the woodland pro¬ 
vided timber and the 
grounds were landscaped 
for leisure. 

Assistant Warden, 
Keith Douglas said: “The 
results of all this man¬ 
agement is that today, we 


have a beautiful park 
with a variety of habitats, 
which is wonderful for 
both the wildlife and vis¬ 
itors. It is just amazing to 
see all the unique fea¬ 
tures of the park and the 
history behind them. 
Over the years, various 


people have helped 
maintain and support 
Bryngarw - making it 
what it is today - a 
diverse country park that 
hopes to stay a unique 
feature of Bridgend 
county borough for many 
years to come.” 
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LOCAL CHARITY NEWS /in brief 


SEND us your news, hut please keep it brief, to allow us to 
print more! You will need to supply a charity registration 
number, or declare that the organisation runs on a ^not- 
for-profit’ basis. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


ly Hafan lottery draw winners 


THE following are the winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D644. 

• £2,000: 873222. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £5,000, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 307354, 532642, 326612, 722347, 140689, 
448733, 535140, 748263, 163071,784835, 952691, 
697248, 998391, 359400, 649382, 659826, 

505358, 743689,151411, 626698. 

• £5: 896446, 827610, 329906, 529976, 331282, 
329421, 130215, 790877, 624874, 330052,888674, 

Vintage clothes 
sale for Ty Hafan 

FOLLOWING the success of the vintage 
fashion show held in Cowbridge this 
autumn, Cowbridge solicitor, Elena 
Griffin, has decided to hold an event, sell¬ 
ing donated ‘pre-loved’ vintage and 
designer clothes and accessories in aid of 
Ty Hafan at the Lesser Hall, Cowbridge, 
on Saturday, December 11 between 10am 
- 4.30pm. 

For Elena, who is soon to be inducted as an 
ambassador for the hospice, this will be the first of 
many fundraising events she hopes to hold. 

“The ‘One Day Only’ sale will only be made pos¬ 
sible through donations from people who have 
searched their wardrobes and provided vintage 
and/or glamorous items for sale - with the total pro¬ 
ceeds going to the charity. 

“If you can help by donating items yourself, 
please telephone either 07515 35773, or 01446 
775171, and we will gladly collect from your home,” 
Elena said. 


488257, 253455, 568702, 237903, 448414, 575771, 
476029, 901374, 238864, 897228, 606913, 537972, 
862021, 763813, 329420, 522700, 949237, 161382, 
862516, 383757, 320358, 213816, 591875, 210271, 
892188, 619453, 761468, 832628, 391017, 137944, 
471883, 131586, 889134, 852328, 830157,181448, 
328351, 619233, 543595, 103843, 551566, 980625, 
489551, 224864, 806655, 193409, 683033, 113044, 
121229. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information, please telephone 02920 
672062. 


Police warning: 

‘Don’t fall victim 
to charity scam’ 


SOUTH WALES 
Police are warning 
residents to be 
aware of bogus 
charity collectors 
and not to give out 
personal informa¬ 
tion without being 
sure with whom 
they are dealing. 

Barry Neighbourhood 
Inspector Louise Davies 
said: “An increasingly 
common approach to 
fundraising is that of 
requesting people to 
donate a regular amount 
by standing order. 

“This can have many 
benefits for a legitimate 


charity. However, we 
would advise people to 
be very careful about 
whom you are giving 
your personal and bank¬ 
ing details to. 

“There are, of course, 
many genuine charity 
collectors out there but 
we would remind people 
that they should make 
sure they confirm the 
identity of any callers 
and the legitimacy of 
the charity. 

“Before you part with 
any information, please 
ask to see their identifi¬ 
cation - and make sure 
that you are satisfied 
with it,” the Inspector 
urged. 



CAPTAINS 
WIFE 

Swanbridge, Nr Penarth 
CF64 5UG 

A traditional country pub with stunning views 

Eood served all day, every day from 12.00 midday. 
Comprehensive menu with Pub Classics, 

Steaks and Fresh Fish selection. Lunches and Litebites. 

Traditional hand carved Sunday 
Roast served from midday 

CHRISTMAS 
FESTIVE MENU 

available lunchtimes and evenings 
until 31 St December 

Three Courses only £17.95 

small or large parties catered for 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 

Three Course Meal 
plus entertainment til late 

Only £30 - Bookings Only 

New to the Captains Wife - 
Every Wednesday - Steak Night 
2 Steaks and a bottle of wine £25 
Every Eriday - Fish Night 
2 Courses and a glass of wine £15 

Tel. 02920 530066 

www.vintageinn.co.uk/thecaptainswifepenarth 




‘Town needs a spread 

of business initiatives’ 

- Plaid Assembly candidate 


THE Plaid 

Assembly candi¬ 
date for the Vale 
says that regenera¬ 
tion money from 
the Welsh Assembly 
for Barry needs to 
be ploughed into 
business ventures. 

Dr Ian Johnson said 
that while he welcomed 
the £250m Quays devel¬ 
opment, which has pur¬ 
chased land at the 
Waterfront, a spread of 
initiatives was needed to 
make the project suc- 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


cessful. Dr Johnson 
commented: “I am glad 
to see that the Waterfront 
development is going 
ahead. 

“However, we only 
get one shot at getting 
this right, and a develop¬ 
ment that consists 
almost exclusively of 
new houses is not the 
best form of develop¬ 
ment for Barry. 

“The Waterfront 
needs to provide a mix¬ 
ture of tourism, business 


Two pals pining 
for a new home 



ABOVE: Smokey and Blackie. 
MAESTEG Animal Welfare Society is 
urgently seeking a home for Christmas for 
Smokey and Blackie - both about 10 months 
old, neutered male cats. 

“Both have had accidents, Smokey has lost a leg 
and Blackie his tail. As if that wasn’t enough, their 
owner has died. They are very affectionate boys 
who are looking for a quiet home. Can you help?” 

Call Jan on 01656 721496 to find out about other 
young cats desperate to be homed before Christmas. 

(For more information, please 
see the advertisement on page 8) 


Another exclusive GtM 
competition in conjunction with. 




Skin Studio 

of Penarth 
Advanced Treatnnents, 
Advanced Results 

at 

Skin 
Studio 

we have 
everybody’s 
Christmas 
wish list 
covered - 
Gift Vouchers 
from £10 

For Her... For Him ... 

Cleansing facials, 
body sculpting, 
relaxing pamper sessions. 

Indulge your loved one - 
just phone or e-mail and 
weTl pop your voucher 
into the post. 

T: 02921 250 221 




E: skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


opportunities and a 
pleasant location for the 
50,000 and more of us 
who already live in the 
town, not just become 
row upon row of houses. 

“Where possible, the 
£9m regeneration money 
awarded to Barry by the 
Deputy Minister for 
Regeneration, Jocelyn 
Davies, should be used 
to help business projects 
get off the ground. 

“There should be 
other opportunities 
available as well, such 
as the old Pump House 
being renovated and 
used as a Vale Heritage 
Centre. 

“We need to look at 
the whole issue of devel¬ 
opment in Barry from a 
holistic position, linking 
the Island, Waterfront 
and town centre together 
to get the best results for 
the town.” 

Dr .Johnson said he 
was also concerned that 
at a time when regenera¬ 
tion was a prime issue in 
the town, that the posi¬ 
tion of town centre man¬ 
ager had been axed. 

He argued that regen¬ 
eration money wasn’t 
intended to be a substi¬ 
tute payment. 

“Economic develop¬ 
ment is very important 
for all four town centres 
in the Vale, and as we 
come out of recession, 
we need someone in post 
who can make the most 
of the opportunities for 
improving and develop¬ 


ing the town centres. 

“In Barry, regenera¬ 
tion money is intended 
to be in addition to, not 
instead of, the council 
investing in the town.” 

Conn Rhodri 

Traherne, the Vale cabi¬ 
net member for econom¬ 
ic development and 
regeneration, empha¬ 
sised that town centre 
responsibilites were still 
being dealt with, adding 
that the council was 
keen on consultation 
with local business 
through the retailers’ 
forum. 

“While the dedicated 
post of town centres 
manager has not been 
filled, the town centres 
management function 
remains and is carried 
out by other officers in 
the business develop¬ 
ment team. 

“Service areas need to 
address savings and this 
is a more cost-effective 
way of delivering the 
broad business support 
function. 

“I chaired the inaugu¬ 
ral meeting of the Vale 
of Glamorgan Retailers' 
Forum on November 23, 
which appeared to be 
most successful and 
much appreciated by the 
towns’ representatives. 

“ The Vale Council is 
committed to working 
with retailers and the 
forum is an excellent 
way of doing this so that 
we can all understand, 
appreciate and focus on 
the needs of the Vale’s 
various town centres,” 
he concluded. 
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Lucky 

Winners 


to receive 



GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

Just answer the following question: 

On which street in Penarth is 
Skin Studio situated? 

Post entries to: 

Skin Studio, 112-113 Glebe Street, 
Penarth, Cardiff, CF64 lEB 
or e-mail skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 

Answer: . 

Name. 

Address . 

Post Code .Tel No. 

E-mail . 

Normal competition rules apply. 

Judges decision is tinal. 

No correspondence will be entered into. 

Closing date: Friday, 9th December. 

Winner to be announced on the ‘What’s On’ Pages 
of The GEM, 16th December edition. 
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The Grape Vine is 
much more than 
just a wine shop! 



T his year one of 
Barry’s most 
popular wine 
shops, The Grape 
Vine, was refur¬ 
bished. 

As ever, it has retained 
its reputation as a special¬ 
ist in wines, worldwide 
beers, spirits, soft drinks 
and mixers. 

But the refurbishment 
has brought a whole new 
aspect to the business - 
exciting new ranges, 
including Edinburgh pre¬ 
serves, chutneys and a 
deli section. 

The Grape Vine is 
owned by ^chard and 
Ian Peters, whose com¬ 
mitment to the Vale also 
includes The Three 
Horseshoes at Moulton. 

On Wednesday, 

December 8 from 4.30pm to 8pm, the manager 
Alan Petersen is holding a free wine tasting 
evening with nibbles. 

The Grape Vine is certainly offering some fes¬ 
tive cheer this Christmas. 

There’s a free bottle of wine when customers 




ABOVE: 

Alan Petersen and Doreen Oakley. 




ABOVE: The Grape Vine is ready for the 
Christmas rush. 

spend £20 or more on beers and wines. (Valid 
until December 10 with the enclosed voucher). 

During Christmas week, Alan and the staff will 
also be serving a free glass of mulled wine. 

The Grape Vine is much more than a wine shop 
and will help with party planning, bar events, 
catering, marquee occasions - on sale or return 
order basis. 

So for your drinks this Christmas, why not pop 
in to The Grape Vine at 6 St Nicholas Road, Barry 
(tel 01446 732922) where you will receive a warm 
welcome from Alan and the knowledgeable staff. 


Icon Wines 


are pleased to supply 

The Grapevine 

with quality wines and 
wish them every success 


Tke Gmpe Vim 
Witie Shop 



Specialists in Wines, 
Worldwide Beers, Spirits, 
Soft Drinks and mixers. 
New Deli Section and Christmas 
Hampers. 

Wednesday, 8th December 

FREE WINE TASTER 
SESSION & NIBBLES 

4.30 pm - 8.00 pm 

FREE 

BOTTLE OF WINE 

when you spend £20 or , 
more on Beers and Wines, L 
ONLY WITH THIS ADVERT c/P 
Valid until 10th December, 2010 \ 

Orders taken for Christmas 

Free Delivery Available 

6 St Nicholas Road, Barry 

Tel. 01446 732922 


02920 363688 

orders(§iconwines-online.co.uk 




ballantynes 
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CAB appeals for staff 
as demand increases 


NEW volunteers 
are needed to help 
the Vale Citizens 
Advice Bureau 
cope with increas¬ 
ing demands for 
its services. 

The recent annual 
meeting of the bureau 
heard that the number 
of new cases dealt with 
by bureau staff during 
2009-2010 soared by 
6.5 per cent to 13,000. 

Many of those who 
came looking for help 
had debt problems, and 
the bureau handled 
cases carrying a total of 
£7.6m worth of debt 
during the year. 

Vale CAB is attempt¬ 
ing to increase the 
availability of services 
and already runs suc¬ 
cessful outreaches at 
Llantwit Major, St 
Athan and Penarth, but 
expansion is dependent 
on them recruiting more 
manpower. 

“We are looking for 
at least another 20 
recruits who can be 
trained as our advisors,” 
said development man¬ 
ager Saz Willey. 

“Our volunteers 
cover a very wide age 
range, from young peo¬ 
ple hoping to broaden 
their experience prior to 
starting their careers, to 


retired people who 
enjoy keeping them¬ 
selves busy. 

“They also come 
from all sorts of back¬ 
grounds. All we ask is 
for is common sense, 
people skills and the 
ability to follow proto¬ 
cols.” 

The Vale’s main 
bureau is in Barry, but 
in recent years, they 
have started taking serv¬ 
ices back out to the 
wider community. 

Llantwit has CAB 
sessions at the youth 
centre each Monday and 
Friday from 9.30am- 
11.30am. 

Each Tuesday, a ses¬ 
sion is held at the 
Gathering Place in St 
Athan, also from 
9.30am-11.30am, and at 
West House Cottage, 
Penarth, staff are on 
hand all day Thursday, 
apart from the lunch 
hour. 

“We would like to be 
able to do some pre¬ 
booked appointments at 
Llantwit during the 
afternoons,” said Saz. 

“The recession is 
causing many problems. 
Apart from debt, our 
second biggest category 
is benefit inquiries, and 
we also deal with hous¬ 
ing, employment, re¬ 
possessions and evic¬ 
tions.” She said that all 


staff, including the vol¬ 
unteers, are comprehen¬ 
sively-trained and the 
bureau has an extensive 
data base of information 
which advisors can 
access. 

“We no longer need 
our own premises in 
different places, because 
our money would then 
be going on bricks and 
mortar. 

“We are looking for 
suitable places where 
we can have the use of 
a room. We hope to be 
able to hold some sur¬ 
geries in the new health 


centre being built in 
Cowbridge.” 

She said that staff 
needed access to broad¬ 
band via a phone line at 
each venue, and in 
Llantwit they had 
installed their own line. 

Saz said that the vol¬ 
unteers deliver most of 
the front line services, 
with paid staff provid¬ 
ing back-up and doing 
much of the case work. 

Anyone willing to 
volunteer should con¬ 
tact Chris Lyndon on 
01446-729155. There is 
no upper age limit. 


Charlotte launches 
Lights to Remember 


CHARLOTTE 
CHURCH will 
launch the annual 
‘Lights to 
Remember’ at the 
Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth 
this evening 
(December 2). 

“Families sponsor a 
light on the hospice tree 
in memory of a loved 
one and give a message 
on our candle cards that 
are then displayed at the 
hospice until twelfth 
night. 

“If you want to spon¬ 
sor a light, please tele¬ 


phone the Fundraising 
office on 02920 
426068,” said spokes¬ 
woman Claire Notman. 

The hospice costs 
over £3.9 million a year 
to fund and 70 per cent 
of this is from voluntary 
contributions, including 
money raised from run¬ 
ning events and local 
fundraising. 

The 30-bedded unit 
offers high quality care 
for patients with cancer 
and other illnesses, plus 
respite care, and counts 
on the public for finan¬ 
cial support. 



nspcc.org.uk/letter-fron-santa 
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Anne Frank s story 
means more than 

ever today by Caroline Sarll 


“We cannot change 
the past. What we 
must do is learn from 
it -and ensure that it 
never happens 
again”. 

THESE poignant 
words from the 
courageous Otto 
Frank had a partic¬ 
ular resonance for 
me on this year’s 
Remembrance Day. 

As I stood at the ceno¬ 
taph in All Saints Church 
in Porthcawl, as I do 
every year with my 
daughters, I thought back 
to half-term, when I visit¬ 
ed Anne Frank’s house 
with my family, for the 
first time. 

This year, the house is 
commemorating its 50th 
year. It is a time for deep 
reflection. I was deeply 
touched - like millions 
before me - by my visit 
to the world famous 
annexe. 

In going, I was fulfill¬ 
ing a lifelong ambition, 
having felt compelled to 
visit since reading 
Anne’s diary when I was 
12. Her courage in the 
face of such atrocities 
and persecution marked 
me at that young age. 

I could not - and still 
cannot - understand how 
such an innocent young 
girl, and millions like 
her, could have been 
erased - no, forget the 
euphemism - brutally 
murdered, with such pre¬ 
meditated cruelty. 

Bending low, my 
daughters in tow, as I 
stepped into Anne’s 
world behind the secret 
bookcase, I was not pre¬ 
pared for the outpouring 
of emotions that engulfed 
me. 

The darkness, the 
claustrophobia, the smell 
of fear after all these 
years - it was all still pal¬ 
pable. Worse still, were 
the remnants of a family 
that had battled minute 


by minute, during a stul¬ 
tifying, terrifying two 
years, to maintain a sem¬ 
blance of normality. 

When I saw Otto 
Frank’s pencil markings 
on the wall, to indicate 
how much Anne and her 
sister Margot were grow¬ 
ing, it reduced me 
instantly to tears. 

I do the same with my 
two daughters, in our 
light, large, airy kitchen, 
which we can leave at 
any time to go out into 
the fresh air - and free¬ 
dom. The comparison 
was humbling, instruc¬ 
tive - and almost unbear¬ 
able. 

Minutes later, dis¬ 
played on small screens, 
there were the barely 
watchable images of 
Jews kneeling at the 
graves they had just been 
forced to dig, hands tied 
behind their backs, 
before the fur-clad, often- 
whisky-swilling German 
guards shot them one by 
one in the back of the 
head. 

Beneath the horror, the 
repulsion, the raw emo¬ 
tion, the anger welled up 
inside me, as it had never 
done before. Being in the 
annexe, seeing the minu¬ 
tiae of this real family’s 
‘life’ (if being incarcerat¬ 
ed for two years can be 
called that), made these 
horrors - now fading 
with every year that pass¬ 
es and with every exhor¬ 
tation that we should 
“move on” - as acute 
and intense as if they 
were happening there 
and then. 

How could they have 
done this to innocent 
people simply because of 
their religion? And who 
was the person who 
filmed these atrocities, as 
though making a jocular 
home movie? I thought I 
was going to be sick. 

Later that morning, I 
spoke to Anne Marie 
Bekker, a young, soulful 
woman from the house’s 


communications depart¬ 
ment, and she endorsed 
my sentiments: “You just 
have to keep asking - 
how could human beings 
do this to other human 
beingsT’’ 

Anne Marie also high¬ 
lighted the key to a 
peaceful future for all of 
us: “A5 Otto Frank said, 
education is probably the 
best thing you can do.... 
Anne Frank’s story 
stands for the six million 
others who died during 
the Holocaust... people 
can remember and reflect 
that it still happens 
nowadays.” 

Indeed it can. And it 
has. And it does. In Iraq. 
In Bosnia. In Rwanda. In 
Afghanistan. There is so 
much work still to be 
done. And so much good 
work being done by our 
servicemen and women 
at home and abroad, who 
continue to fight for 
peace, putting their own 
lives on the line, for our 
future safety. 

On Remembrance 
Sunday, as I watched the 
trees in the church 
grounds waving gently in 
the breeze, I thought of 
the famous chestnut tree, 
which had given Anne so 
much comfort during her 
last, dark days. The tree 
that, sadly, along with 
Miep Gies, who helped 
to feed the two hidden 
families during the two 
years, finally died earlier 
this year. 

That tree was a sym¬ 
bol of hope for Anne. It 
gave her a daily glimpse 
of the freedom that she so 
desperately hoped to 
experience again one day 
- a life beyond silence, 
beyond muffled cough¬ 
ing, beyond desperate 
hunger and deprivation - 
and beyond all-consum¬ 
ing terror and persecu¬ 
tion. 

Since my return from 
Amsterdam, I have 
vowed to try and dissem¬ 
inate Anne’s legacy in 


any way I can. With my 
pupils in St. John’s 
School, where we 
already have a ‘Respect’ 
project under way, I have 
submitted an application 
to receive the last 
remaining sapling from 
that unique tree. Should 
we be lucky enough to 
receive it, we shall plant 
it in a special Anne Frank 
garden and work with the 
British-based Anne 
Frank Trust to support 
and develop their work in 
Wales (where, regret¬ 
tably, at the moment, 
there is no office). 

It will be a permanent, 
hopeful reminder that the 
power to change lies in 
our hands - and, more 
importantly, in the hands 
of our children. 

Remembrance Sunday 
is over for another year, 
the poppies tom, discard¬ 
ed and soon forgotten. 
We should build this 
annual reflection into 
every day, every hour, 
every minute of our lives. 

“At the going down of 
the sun and in the morn¬ 
ing we will remember 
them”. 

...But more than once 
a year - please. 

We owe it to one 
amazing teenage girl and 
the millions of others like 
her. Go to Anne Frank’s 
House, if you can. 
Experience it for your¬ 
selves. You will return a 
different person - sad¬ 
dened, humbled and, yes, 
depressed for a while. 
But ultimately, it will 
invigorate and inspire 
you. 

Start small. Be nice to 
your neighbours. Be big 
enough to say sorry. 
Respect one another’s 
differences. And, in 
national Plant a Tree 
week (November 27- 
December 5), make a 
lasting gesture. 

If we don’t get that 
coveted tree, we will buy 
a chestnut ourselves. It’s 
the very least we can do. 


Lighting a lantern for Santa! 



ON November 18-19, 60 
young people enjoyed a 
lantern-making workshop 
in Litchard Primary School 
and met Father Christmas. 


Organised by Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s arts 
and community development in 
partnership with Wildmill 
Community First Partnership, 
the children used their work for 


a lantern parade, and the turn¬ 
ing on of the Christmas tree 
lights in Wildmill precinct, - a 
weekend of Christmas festivities 
which included a fun fair and ice 
skating. 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT ^ 


Tree planting ceremony 
brings Porthcawl school 
closer to European friends 


MANY communi¬ 
ties are celebrating 
National Tree 
Planting Week 
(November 27- 
December 5) but for 
St John’s School in 
Porthcawl, it is a 
symbol of their 
friendship with 
European col¬ 
leagues and pupils. 

The school has been 
building relationships 
with schools in Ireland, 
Germany, Iceland, and 
Turkey, and those 
schools had all planted 
their own trees in recent 
weeks. 

Pupils from St John’s 
joined Bridgend MP 


Electricity 
scam is 
on the rise 

A SCAM targeting 
people who have pre¬ 
payment electricity 
meters is rising, with 
more than 300 report¬ 
ed victims in Bridgend 
alone this year. 

The ‘Top-up Safe’ 
campaign is warning cus¬ 
tomers to steer clear of 
the criminal gangs 
behind a doorstep scam 
offering electricity top- 
ups, seemingly for 
reduced prices. 

A spokesman said: 
“Customers are being 
offered £50 top-ups for 
just £25, but the crimi¬ 
nals are the only ones 
gaining from the illegal 
top-ups, as customers 
end up having to pay 
twice - first to the crimi¬ 
nals who pocket the cash, 
and then to the energy 
company for the electric¬ 
ity they have used. 

“The problem is 
affecting customers of all 
of the leading energy 
companies (British Gas, 
EDF Energy, E.ON, 
npower, Scottish Power 
and SSE) who are urging 
customers to only top-up 
through official chan¬ 
nels: PayPoint or 

Payzone and the Post 
Office. 

“Customers who use 
pre-payment meters have 
already been contacted 
by their energy supplier 
to warn them about the 
scam.” 


Madeleine Moon for the 
tree planting, and also 
there was Porthcawl poet 
Robert Minhinnick and 
his wife Margaret - both 
environmental cam¬ 
paigners of long stand¬ 
ing. 

The tree, an oak, was 
supplied free of charge 
by the Wyevale Garden 
Centre. 

The school has also 
applied for a sapling - 
the last remaining one - 
from the tree that stood 
alongside Anne Prank’s 
house in Amsterdam. 

The tree was a symbol 
of hope as she and her 
family hid from the 
Nazis. However, that 
tree died earlier this year. 

What prompted the 
school to make the appli¬ 
cation? 

The answer lies in a 
visit to Anne Prank’s 
house earlier this year by 
St John’s teacher, 
Caroline Sarll. 

On this page (left), 
Caroline explains how 
that visit affected her, 
and how it might lead to 
a sapling being planted 
in Porthcawl. 



ABOVE: Robert and Margaret 
Minhinnick help Madeleine Moon finish 
planting the oak sapling. 


Gmi Select 


A TOUCH OF CLASS FROM THE VALE'S BEST-READ NEWSPAPER! 


From Fashion^ylnteriors... , 

OC to the perfect gift 



Why Select? 

A S the Vale’s local newspaper, 
and a relatively young one at 
just 27 years in print. The 
GEM is well established as the 
‘voice of the Vale’. 


2 of Glamorgan LIFE'. 
However, The GEM is part of 


/n wS Srfc %d The GEM publish 
its UFE magazine? 

To be in with a chance of winning, 
send your answer to: GEM-ScZcct, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 



If you've missed your copy 

www.cowbridge-toda 
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Let’s party with Samantha B! 



F or most of US 
the build-up 
to Christmas 
is exciting - parties, 
lunches and family 
get-togethers. 

With so much to 
organise, the last thing 
you should worry about 
is what to wear! 

At Samantha B we 
have a wonderful selec¬ 
tion of festive jumpers 
and separates to have 
you looking and feeling 
fabulous! Team sumptu¬ 
ous satins with luxury 
velvet, or for a more 
modem twist, try a bead¬ 
ed tunic over your 
favourite trousers, et 
voila! 

We also have a won¬ 
derful selection of 
scarves and jewellery to 
complement any outfit. 

We could have just 
what you are looking 
for, especially for those 
hard-to buy-for friends 
and family. We will even 
gift wrap it for you! 

Call in and tell us 
where you heard of us 
and receive 10 per cent 
off your purchase: 4 
Wick Road, Ewenny, 
CF35 5BL. Telephone 
01656 658388. 


JPL Sound is Barry’s own Aladdin’s 
Cave - packed with ‘musical goodies!’ 


A S the 

Christmas 

period 

approaches, JPL 
Sound - The Barry 
Music Shop - is 
also heading 
towards its 10th 
anniversary since 
setting up at the 
Bassett End of 
Holton Road. 

Although JPL Sound 
has been in existence as 
an event sound hire 
company since 1975, by 
the end of this year, it 
will be 10 years since 
the Barry Music Shop 


was founded. 

As the largest town in 
Wales, Barry had been 
without a music shop 
for some years since the 
demise of Christopher’s 
in High Street. From the 
first day of opening, the 
shop has gone from suc¬ 
cess to success. 

The Barry Music 
Shop prides itself on 
good ‘old-fashioned’ 
service, coupled with 
expert knowledge, help 
and support. This is 
where local shops tri¬ 
umph over the super¬ 
markets and catalogue 
stores! 

At this time of year. 


the shop staff hear about 
so many people who 
have bought ‘on-line’ or 
from a supermarket or 
catalogue store, and 
have not ended up with 
what they thought they 
were buying. 

You would not buy a 
car without a test drive 
- so why buy a guitar 
without either seeing it, 
holding it or playing it 
to see if everything is 
OK! 

You want to know it 
is the right size, colour, 
there are no blemishes 
and that it plays well. 

With internet buying, 
can you be sure that the 


—-T— music SHOP 

Yr-r? Hutir Cfcrr fn* all VGtJ^ “u->nl ^di. 

llldskuC I 6 cu$/ci* CliristnuiJ 

Ele<!ri< Cu:?t!r Kif; frorr; £149 Curtar IfXPedals 
CuitarStands Cici JinI C ‘‘*: Kil-^ Iroin £54.95 

C‘j-il‘+v HtfCl rtMffe of Cuitar Strings 

Guitar Bogs S Cases rui! Sixe hc-r £279 

GuI+□ f fTjpi if’ I j lilasY fs Wof Sooks Hffi WP 

7m c SiQCETT of A-^ m-? fne 

Cuhr Ports 4 A<cessorics Radio*' - MU Stands 

Ph Amp' lfi r:. Speakers MUrophones 

Expert Ir Shec Guilar Repair Servee by our oikft Guitar Techie 

Ixperf Nnowfedge d Help horn out fticodly staff 

267 Holton Road, Barry 

Vi^cston Hill End of Holton Ro;id • 01446 72271 1 


Heather is an 'inspiration’ 
say Pontyclun Bosom Pals 


H eather drake, a hair design¬ 
er with 22 years’ experience, 
opened her new Inspirations hair 
studio this week, offering specialised wig 
designs that can also help people experi¬ 
encing medical conditions. 

Welcoming Heather’s new venture, Barbara 
Powell, the chairman of Pontyclun Bosom Pals, 
said: “As cancer patients, we are delighted that 


gaioK 



goods are going to be 
delivered on time? 

A lot of on-line 
advertisers do not actu¬ 
ally hold stock. 

They only order 
from their suppliers 
once you have placed 
an order with them; 
and at this time of the 
year, distributors run out 
of stock very quickly, so 
you might have a long 
wait! 

At the Barry Music 
Shop, not only do we 
hold very good stocks 
of all products, we also 
open all packaging, take 
out all instruments, 
check them over, offer 
the customer the oppor¬ 
tunity to play it and 
offer help and advice to 
ensure they have chosen 
correctly. 

Whether it is any 
type of guitar, drums, 
harmonica, wind instru¬ 
ments, sound equipment 
such as amplifiers, 
speakers, microphones, 
radio microphones or 
leads, connectors or any 
other accessory, we aim 
to have it in stock. 

When you visit the 
shop, you will find it 
packed from floor to 
ceiling with lots of 
musical goodies to 
tempt everyone from 
the budding musician to 
the professional. 

It’s a veritable 
‘Aladdin’s Cave’! 

Open 9.30am to 
5.30pm Monday to 
Saturday, and also open 
Sunday, December 12 
and 19, 10am to 4pm. 

Remember that the 
Barry Music Shop offers 
better prices, service 
and easier parking than 
going to Cardiff! 


Local Salon offers new hope to hair loss suffers 
Pencoed Hair Designer, Heather Drake is opening a 
new shop called INSPIRATIONS on December 1st. 

Heather is a well established hair designer with over 
22 years of experience in the hair industry. Her new 
venture is launching a fuU-service salon that has an 
unique twist. For years, she has been working to design 
wigs and hair pieces for people undergoing medical 
conditions that result in hair loss: e.g. chemotherapy and 
alopecia. Her warm friendly approach to clients with 
cancer has won her to open a friendly cosy environment 
where you can relax without being mshed. 

Her new salon, located in Pencoed, will be the first in 
the area to offer specialized wig design, lace enhancers, 
integrations and hair pieces to me local community. She 
also has organic colouring treatments for people under¬ 
going chemotherapy. 

Contact Helen Drake... 

6a Pen-Y-Bont Road, PENCOED CE35 5RA 
heather@inspirationwigs .co.uk 
_ www.inspirationwigs.co.uk _ 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfect Ahgnment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Specialists 

• Freesat/Sl^ Installation 
& Servicing 

• Domestic & Commercial 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Service 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

«iM2J 


Reg No: 18266277 




Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


Looking to advertise? Call us on 
01446 774484 or email 
gemsales @ internet-today, co. uk 


Heather is opening Inspirations hair studio in 
Pencoed. 

“As people know, losing your hair for any 
reason can be quite devastating, and she has 
made such a difference in bolstering our confi¬ 
dence to face the world after chemotherapy . 

“We still use our wigs for bad hair days and 
going on cruises. We wish Heather all the very 
best!” 




Tlddiy prints 






Gift Vouchers for 
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any memorable 
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‘The Shop’ provides 
original Christmas 
gifts and ideas 


Your winter TV 
viewing can 
be problem-free 

D ark evenings are now upon us, so 
it’s time to settle down to some 
good TV viewing during the win¬ 
ter and festive months ahead. 

Give CJ Pitman a call to get old aerials checked. 
Take advantage of our special offer - you don’t 
want to be left without a TV through the bad 
weather. 

Strong winds and heavy rain can cause aerials to 
blow down and water to run down old damaged 
cables. 

We are very busy at this time of year, so plan 
ahead to make sure you enjoy the best programmes 
available, problem free! 


T he shop is 

a new gift 
and interiors 
boutique which 
opened its doors 
for the first time on 
Saturday, 
November 27. 

Located at 50, High 
Street, Cowbridge (pre¬ 
viously ‘En-Vogue’), 
‘The Shop’ stocks an 
eclectic collection of 
artwork, soft furnish¬ 
ings, ceramics, lighting 


and an assortment of 
highly unusual gifts for 
Christmas. 

In addition to the gift- 
ware, ‘The Shop’ also 
has a small selection of 
design-led furniture 
pieces for sale. 

‘The Shop’ propri¬ 
etor, Samantha 
Edwards, will be 
delighted to welcome 
you to the store and help 
you with some original 
ideas for your Christmas 
gift buying this year. 


The Shop 

COWBRIDGE" 

FOR GIFTS AND HOME 
ACCESSORY INSPIRATION... 


Artwork 
Ceramics 
i Lighting 



Gift 

Vouchers 

Too... 


Now open at 

50 High Street 
Cowbridge CF71 7AH 

Tel: 01446 774055 
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We sell NEW and NEARLY NEW 
Clothing, Hand Knitted 
Matinee Jackets, Bonnets, etc. 
Toys, Prams, Cots 
and accessories 
All in good, clean condition 
Cots and Prams Wanted 

We also buy good quality, cleaned, ironed baby 
clothes and accessories by appointment. 

Delivery available on larger items. 

8 Dock Street, Porthcawl 

(near B&M Bargains) 

Tel. 07928 523994 


Barry Toy and 
Train Sale has a 
‘great atmosphere’ 


T he third 
toy and 
train col¬ 
lectors’ big day out, 
and the last of 
2010, will take 
place at Barry 
Leisure Centre in 
Greenwood Street 
on Sunday, 
December 5. 

It runs from 10.30am 
to 3pm, and stall-hold¬ 
ers from all over Wales 
and England will be tak¬ 
ing part. 

There was good news 
this week when the 
organisers announced 
that three similar dates 
for Barry shows in 2011 
have been fixed; and 
also that a new sister- 
show will be taking 
place at Penarth Leisure 
Centre at Cogan,under 
the banner of 'Cardijf 
Toy and Train Sale". 

The first show there 
will be on Saturday, 
January 8. 

The December event 
in Barry always has a 
special atmosphere in 
the run-up to Christmas, 
and even more bargains 
than ever will be avail- 


DON’T MISS THE... 

BARRY TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 5th DECEMBER, 2010 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Waies CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

60 plus Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, 
Corgi Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, 

Lledo, Hornby, Bachmann, Lima, etc. 
and much, much more 

Admission £1.35 - Chiid/OAP £1.00 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 


Visit Capus, 
Penarth’s family 
pet and garden 
supply store 


C OME to 
Capus and 
see our 

bespoke range of 
bird tables that 
cater for everyone’s 
needs. 

We have the largest 
selection of bespoke 
bird tables in the area. 
Capus is a member of 
Gwyrddio Penarth 
greening and this month 
is offering five per cent 
off any bird table over 
£ 100 . 

We can cater for all 


your pet’s dietary needs. 
We stock all leading 
brands of dog and cat 
food, including a large 
range of birdseed, rabbit 
food and accessories. 

There is a large selec¬ 
tion of outdoor plants 
and shrubs, as well as a 
great range of Nordman 
non-drop Christmas 
trees - just arrived! 
Local delivery service 
available. 

Please contact Stuart 
or John on 029 2070 
7046. 


able on the packed 
tables and stalls. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “We are expecting 
a really good turn-out at 
Barry and many traders 
are travelling long dis¬ 
tances to take part. 

“They will certainly 
mean business and will 
be making hard-to- 
refuse offers, in order to 
tempt customers. 

“They will also be 
looking out for stock to 
buy and will be more 
than happy to take items 
in part or full exchange, 
as well.” 

He added: “Barry 
has become really well- 
established, especially 
since the move to the 
leisure centre a couple 
of years ago, and it is 
much liked by everyone. 

“We also have high 
hopes for our forthcom¬ 
ing Cardiff show. That 
one is already well- 
booked.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01643 
702757 and 07966 
694579; website 
WWW. chrisdy erf airs. co. u 


Established 109 years - The original ‘family’store... 

CAPUS PET & GARDEN SUPPLIES 

For Healthy Pets 
and Luscious Gardens 

BIRD TABLES & 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
now arrived... 


Britannia Buiidings 
8-9 Giebe Street, 
Penarth CF641ED 
02920 707046 




"Investing in 
you' is VWBN’s 
2011 theme 


T he Vale 
Women’s 
Business 
Network bas 
enjoyed a success¬ 
ful 2010. 

Our events have been 
the usual informative 
and diverse mixture, 
which included an 
evening at the Senedd 
in the company of our 
patron Jane Hutt AM, 
hearing about the psy¬ 
chology of business and 
speed networking. 

Very many thanks go 
to our sponsors for 
2010; Andrew and his 
staff at Trio Brasserie, 
Martyn Prowell 
Solicitors, Fiona 
Thomas 

Communications Ltd 
(fionathomas.com) and 




Vale Women’s 
Business Network 
Join us for 2011! 

The Vale Women’s Business Network (VWBN) 
is a fomm where Uke-minded businesswomen 
working in a diverse range of industries can 
share knowledge or exchange experiences and 
ideas to grow their business skills. 

The VWBN is one of the most successful 
networking groups in Europe! 

Please email members@vwbn.org.uk for more information or 
please see our website for latest events and register of members. 

www.vwbn.org.uk 


MISS P'S WORLD OF SWEETS! 


T he traditional sweet shop ‘Miss P’ has 
now opened in Pontyclun. The variety 
of sweets available evokes childhood 
memories - with all the old favourites - such 
as cola cubes, pineapple chunks, rosie apples 
and peardrops. 

There is a selection of toffees, coconut ice and 
fudge - not forgetting the winter warmers and 
lozenges that are perfect on colder days! 

With Christmas approaching, there’s lots on offer 

JOHN HUGHES 

- family butchers 

leek sausage and beef¬ 
burgers, steak pies and a 
silver award for steak 
and kidney pies. 

All these products are 
among a wide variety 
made on a regular basis 
at the locally-run butch¬ 
ers. 

The business is now 
taking orders for 
Christmas. Telephone 
01443 225225. 


T rading on 

Cowbridge 

Road, 

Pontyclun, JOHN 
HUGHES is a tra¬ 
ditionally-run 
family butchers. 

It has achieved many 
meat products gold 
awards, including one 
for traditional pork 
sausage, pork garlic and 


Christine Atkinson, 
Bijoux Properties. 

Our theme for 2011 
is ‘Investing in You’. 
Our packed event pro¬ 
gramme includes; a free 
marketing session, the 
art of the sales pitch 
and media interviews. 

Our thanks to the 
University of 
Glamorgan for their 
ongoing support and 
sponsorship for 2011. 
We look forward to 
meeting you! 

The Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Hub: 
Centre for Enterprise, 
University of 
Glamorgan, is delighted 
to support VWBN by 
sponsoring the 2011 
brochure. 


JOHN HUGHES 

Award Winning Butchers 
Best Welsh Beef & Lamb - Vale reared 




Selection of Quality Meats & Home-Made Sausages 
Variety of Burgers, seasoned meats ^ n ^ 

including Chinese Chicken, Chicken, 

Kebabs, Steak Kebabs and more! 

Always popular - wholesome stews! 

Seasonal Favourites ;- Wfi 

Glamorgan/Pembrokeshire Turkeys. Vt L L a H 
Ducks, Coedwynog (free range). Geese. L A M B 

Telephone: 01443 225225 

31 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN _ 


Bike project 
offers a service 
for the Vale 


1HE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Bike Project 
is a community 
service based in 
Holm View Centre, 
Barry. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “We are a 
non-profit making 
scheme that refurbishes 
and recycles bikes 
throughout the Vale for 
resale to the general 
public at a very reason¬ 


able price. Bikes start 
at £5 for children’s and 
£20 for adults. 

“We can also repair 
and service your own 
bikes. 

“If you would like a 
bike, or have one you 
would like to donate, 
call us now at the Bike 
Shop on 01446 721974. 

“Or come along and 
have a look. We can 
collect throughout the 
Vale of Glamorgan. ’’ 


Do you need a bike for Christmas? 

The Vale Bike Project 

Holm View Centre, Barry 

Children & Adults Bikes refurbished to 
BS standard - prices from £5 

We also require unwanted/unloved or unused 
bikes to refurbish. Any bikes considered. 

We can collect. 

We aim to be environmentally friendly by 
reducing, reusing and recycling parts. 

For more information, call "V 

The Bike Shop on 01 446 72 1 974 

■ BRO MORGANNWG 


Looking to advertise in over 43,000 newspapers, covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl, and also available, free of charge, to read online? 

Then call us on 01446 774484 or email gemsales@intemet-today.co.uk 


to fill up those stockings, from speciality nougat 
cake slices to Christmas lollipops, chocolate pizzas, 
filled cones and candy canes. 

Miss P can also provide party bags for boys, 
girls or grown-ups. 

Please feel free to come and visit, browse our 
selection - the retro sweets are always popular. 

(Tel: 01443 224477; 14 Cowbridge Road, 
Pontyclun). 




Traditional Sweet Shop 

All your old 
favourites... 

* Cola Cubes 
»Pineapple 

Chunks 

* Peardrops 

* Toffees 

* Coconut Ice 

► Fudge 

> Nougat 

Plus party bag 
options for 
Boys, Girls and 
Grown Ups 

14 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN, 
Mid Glamorgan CF72 9ED 

Tel: 01443 224477 





Tim Wcx)d Gallery 

Local Landscape Photographs 


Any size 
framed or 
un-framed 



Visit Bridgend Indoor Market 
Website: 

vvww.timwoodgallery.com 
or call: 07768 095035 





SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 

• Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 
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Denzel Washington and 
Tony Scott’s latest team-up 
truly is Unstoppable! 


F or such a 

well-respected 
actor, Denzel 
Washington doesn’t 
half have a taste 
for action films: the 
Oscar-winner has 
found himself in 
more than his fair 
share over the last 
few years, balanc¬ 
ing it with more 
‘worthy’ outings; 

However, the actor is 
on ‘getting his hands 
dirty’ duty in his latest 
outing, and fifth with 
director Tony Scott, 
Unstoppable. 
Washington plays Frank, 
an experienced train 
engineer who must team 
up with the inexperi¬ 
enced Will (Chris Pine) 
when a half-mile long 
freight train carrying 
toxic waste loses control 
and threatens to wipe 
out those genre staples - 
a trainload of school- 
children and a city. Will 
Frank and Will be able 
to stop the train in time, 
or will the train truly be 
Unstoppable...! 

Let’s be honest - 
when Mark Bomback, 
the man who wrote 
Unstoppable, presented 
the film to the great and 
the good of the film stu¬ 
dios, more than one 
would surely have 
pointed out the similari¬ 
ty to - oh - at least half 
a dozen films, from 
Speed to Runaway 
Train. 


Just when you think 
the film would be head¬ 
ing down the straight-to- 
DVD path, a fate that 
every film starring 
Vinnie Jones seems to 
suffer, you get hit with 
the one-two punch of 
the film being directed 
by skilled action helmer 
Tony Scott, and starring 
Denzel Washington, a 
man who most people 
would pay to watch 
reading the Slovenian 
Phonebook. 

All of a sudden, what 
looked like a B-movie 
with no potential sud¬ 
denly becomes a film 
that has the heavy 
weight of Hollywood 
behind it - and that pret¬ 
ty much sums 
Unstoppable up. 

It is a B-movie with a 
top cast and director that 
simply takes a premise 
that clogs up the shelves 
of your local DVD store 
and gives it a veneer of 
class and polish you 
would expect from the 
talent involved. 

It’s also insanely 
gripping; from the 
moment train 111 leaves 
the railyard to the end, 
you will be on the edge 
of your seat wanting to 
see what happens next. 

True, Bomback puts 
the script through a deep 
soaking of cliche and 
genre type - witness the 
train full of schoolchild¬ 
ren, the race against 
time to stop the train 
destroying a city, and 
dialogue such as “there 



> CABARET 

bar 

Friars Road 

BARRY ISLA]\D 

CF62 5TR 

@ Cafe Continental 




CHRISTMAS ^ 
PARTY NIGHTS 

Friday, 3rd December 
Tom Jones Tribute 
Friday, 17th December 
Lionel Ritchie Tribute 
Saturday, 18th December 
Meatloaf Tribute M 
£24.95per person 
includes 3 course meal, 
entertainment, disco till 2.00am 



Sunday, 26th December 

(Boxing Day) 

Sounds of Soul & Motown 
(£5.00 per person) 

Friday, 31st December 

(New Year’s Eve) 

Lloyd Davies, Finger Buffet, 
Chocolate Fountain, 
Entertainment & Disco 

£10.00 per person 
TICKETS NOW ON SALE 


Booking is essential, to reserve your seat call 

01446 721888 

or email info@shadowscabaretbar.com 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

is no such thing as luck 
in a train yard” - but it 
feels exciting and exhil¬ 
arating. 

With no real villain 
on show, the film does 
make a point about the 
selfish urges of big busi¬ 
nesses, putting stocks 
and shares above safety, 
but does it in such a way 
that it doesn’t moralise 
too much - the empha¬ 
sis is strictly on creating 
a thrill ride, and it is 
something that 
Bomback does very 
well. 

Certainly it doesn’t 
escape comparison with 
films of a similar ilk, 
but much like Jan De 
Bont took the paper thin 
premise of a bus having 
to travel over 50 miles 
per hour else the bomb 
on board will blow up, 
and turned it into a mas¬ 
terclass in bombastic 
tension, Tony Scott does 
the same thing here. 

The director is known 
primarily for his distinct 
visual style over his 
ability to manage narra¬ 
tive, and the sparse and 
simplistic story here 
means that Scott can 
concentrate on doing 
what he does best. 

The steely hues and 
fast cuts that identify his 
work are all present and 
correct, while he does a 
superb job of raising 
tension. Perhaps realis¬ 
ing that he is making, in 
essence, a monster 
movie, with the train as 
the monster, he gives 
just teasing, brief 
glimpses of the locomo¬ 
tive as it rumbles along. 

Certainly, there is no 
big reveal (after all, it is 
just a train), but much 


St Athan band 
joins the choir 

BARRY Male Voice 
Choir wish to apologise 
for a mistake in last 
week’s notice of their 
Christmas concert at St 
Mary’s Church, Holton 
Road on December 4. 

They will, in fact, be 
accompanied by the 
RAF St Athan Voluntary 
Band and not the Vale of 
Glamorgan Band. 

The concert starts at 
2.30pm, tickets at £2 
each are available from 
choir members. 

The concert is in aid 
of Barnardo’s Cymru. 


like Spielberg did in 
Duel with the 18-wheel¬ 
er, Scott gives the train a 
personality of absolute 
menace, doing incredi¬ 
bly well to bring the 
inanimate object to life. 

The cast afford the 
film another sheen of 
class, particularly with 
Denzel Washington in 
the lead. The actor can 
do salt-of-the-earth, blue 
collar man in his sleep 
(as attested to by his last 
team-up with Scott, The 
Taking of Pelham 123) 
and he offers another 
variation on the theme 
this time round. This is 
not Washington at the 
top of his game by any 
means, but the perform¬ 
ance he serves up is 
loaded with gravitas and 
quality. Playing the griz¬ 
zled veteran certainly 
plays to type, with the 
actor giving a quality 
turn, and while hardly 
original, Washington 
sees the film through 
with a steadying per¬ 
formance. 

Alongside him, Chris 
Pine offers another qual¬ 
ity turn, playing the 
rookie to Washington’s 
veteran, and the mis¬ 
matched pair play well 
together, sharing a good 
partnership onscreen 
that gives the forced 
relationship a solid 
basis. 

Pine is obviously an 
actor heading for big 
things, given his role as 
Kirk in last year’s Star 
Trek reboot, and he 
offers a turn here that 
matches and comple¬ 
ments Washington well. 


With the under-rated 
Rosario Dawson deliv¬ 
ering a solid turn as the 
character in the control 
room telling everyone 
the gravity of the situa¬ 
tion and what to do, 
there is more than capa¬ 
ble support, albeit huge¬ 
ly slight, from the likes 
of Kevin Corrigan and 
Kevin Dunn, while Lew 
Temple’s Ned is the 
most colourful of the 
supporting players. 

Unstoppable’s main 
flaw is also, unsurpris¬ 
ingly, it main strength - 
and that is its simplicity. 
There is nothing here 
that is original nor par¬ 
ticularly complex - the 
film plays out as you 
would expect it to and 
there is little in the way 
of fresh twists or turns 
to get you thinking. 

But, when offered a 
generic film that sets out 
only to entertain, and 
achieves it with style 
and aplomb, where is 
the problem? As a 
result. Unstoppable is 
classy take on a familiar 
narrative - and makes 
for thoroughly exciting 
viewing! 

VERDICT -A 
thrilling ride down a 
well-worn genre. 
Unstoppable is elevated 
by director Tony Scott 
and its cast, with Denzel 
Washington, Chris Pine 
and Rosario Dawson 
giving decent turns in 
what would be in other 
hands a generic B- 
movie. 

Gripping from start to 
finish, this film truly is 
Unstoppable! Enjoyable. 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 


Santa in Dinas 

THE Rotary Club of Dinas Powys 
will again be helping Santa on his 
famous sleigh ride on the following 
dates: 

December 17, 5.30pm-6pm in the 
Square, then Murch area. 

December 18, 4pm-5pm in the 
Square, then Millbrook Road, 
Millbrook Heights, Powys Drive. 

December 19, 4pm-5pm in the 
Square, then Southra, Long Meadow 
Drive. 

December 20, from 6pm in Sully. 
All donations will be donated to 
local causes and charities. 

Carol service 

ZOAR Presbyterian Church at 
Bonvilston is holding a carol service 
on Wednesday, December 8 at 7pm. 

Everyone welcome; light refresh¬ 
ments at conclusion of service. A col¬ 
lection will be taken for the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. 

Festive treasure 

A CHRISTMAS Celebration and 
Treasure Trail takes place at Twyn 
yr Hydd House and gardens, 
Margam, on Friday, December 10 at 
6.30pm-9pm. 


Santa is due to arrive at 7.45pm. 
Free admission. 

Church events 

VARIOUS events are taking place at 
Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Barry, over Christmas in the newly- 
erected hall (junction of 
Aberystwyth Crescent and Trinity 
Street). 

December 4, coffee morning with 
stalls - 10am-12noon, entrance £1; 
December 12, Christingle service, fol¬ 
lowed by coffee; December 19, Youth 
service 11am; December 21, carols 
and coffee with mince pies 10.30am- 
12noon; Christmas morning service 
Sam; December 26, service 11am. 

Festive Tree 

THE lighting of Llancarfan 
Christmas tree takes place on 
Sunday, December 5 at 6pm at the 
Ford in Llancarfan. 

There will be singing of carols, 
mince pies and mulled wine (weather 
permitting). 

The lights will be turned on by the 
winner of the Llancarfan Primary 
School painting competition (to be 
announced). All are welcome. 


BillBoard Ensemble presents... 

The Sleeping Beauty’panto 


C HRISTMAS 
is a great 
time to take 
the family to a pan¬ 
tomime - such as 
BillBoard 
Ensemble’s The 
Sleeping Beauty. 

It is being staged at 
Barry Memorial Hall 
Theatre from 

Wednesday, 
December 15 to 
Friday, December 17 
at 7.30pm - with 
Saturday, December 
18 and Sunday, 
December 19 at 
2.30pm. 

“This is a show you 
and your children will 
not want to miss!” the 


company says. 

BillBoard Ensemble 
has been staging pan¬ 
tomimes for the past 
14 years and has built 
up a large following in 
the area. 

Tickets are already 
selling fast for this 
very traditional pan¬ 
tomime with its ‘Good 
Fairies’ and of course 
the ‘Evil Eairy’ who 
casts her wicked spell 
on Beauty with dire 
consequences. 

Stir in a mixture of 
a comedy duo, superb 
singing, great dancing 
and the ‘over-the-top’ 
Dame, and you have 
all the popular ingre¬ 
dients for a show that 
could be the talking 


point of the Christmas 
period. 

Tickets are on sale 
now at A and A 
Dancewear, Park 
Crescent, Barry, and 
Copy It, Holton Road, 
Barry, and are priced 
at £9 and £8, with 
reductions for block 
bookings of 20 or 
more. 

Eor more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
400055. 

There are still places 
available for schools or 
large groups at the spe¬ 
cial 10am performance 
on Friday, December 
17. 

To find out more, 
call Linda on 01446 
401822. 




ILillll IDcaiitJI lEreeimlLle 

• PROUDLY ' • , 

• ' ' PRESENTS 



attheBARRY MEMORIAL HALL THEATRE 
Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th & Friday 17th December @ 7.30pm 
j Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th @ 2.30pm 

Tickets are £9 and £8 and are available from 
'A&A Dancewear', Park Crescent, Barry & 'Copy-lt', Holton Road, Barry 
FOR ALL INFORMATION, PLEASE RING 01446 400055 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Aviation society 
shows RAF film 

Fifty Glorious Years with the RAF, is the 
title of a film to be shown at the meeting of 
Penarth Aviation Society tomorrow 
(December 3). 

Featuring in it will be Spitfires, the Red Arrows, 
and all the iconic aircraft from World War Two to the 
end of the century. 

PAS meetings are held at the Penarth 
Conservative Club on the first Friday of each month 
at 7.45pm. Non-members are welcome to attend free 
of charge, though a small contribution to PAS funds 
would be appreciated. 

The hon secretary is David Ephraim (telephone 
01446 721321). 



CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

AT Dyffryn Gardens 



DECEMBER 4th 10am - 7pm 
DECEMBER 5th 10am - 4pm 
DECEMBER 11th 10am - 7pm 
DECEMBER 12th 10am - 4pm 

Enjoy the magical atmosphere 
with a wide range of stalls, 
local traders, food stalls and 
festive musical entertainment. 

- Father Christmas will also 
be making a special visit 
(additional charge applies) 

3pm - 7pm on 4th & 11th and 
11am - 3pm on 5th and 12th. 



For more details please caU 

029 2059 3328 

or email dyffryn@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

www.dyffryngardens.com 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



WHAT’S ON IN 
YOUR AREA 


Baubles morning on 

and blin^ Saturday, December 4, 

A BAUBLES and Lg 10am.l2.30pm in 

evening will be held in Lesser Hall, 

the BCBC-run Berwyn Cowbridge Town Hall. 
Centre, Nantymoel All the usual fun - 
tomorrow (December tombola, raffle, stalls, 
3) from 6pm-llpm. -ji-g prizes, plus 
Various stalls are sell- . 

, ,, Christmas carols - or 

mg handbags, scarves, 

jewellery, scented can- 1“®' ‘‘ak*: “ break' and 
dies, handmade wooden rest your feet from 
ornaments, gifts and Christmas shopping 
cards, Christmas orna- y^ith a hot drink, biscuits 


ments, table decorations, 
make-up, photo sales and 
lots more. Admission is 
free. 

MAYOR’S 

CHARITY 

MORNING 

RESIDENTS are invit- 
ed to join the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 

Llanblethian in his par¬ 
lour on Saturday, 
December 4 for 
coffee/tea and home¬ 
made cakes, in aid of 
his charity 
Cowbridge Comp 2010. 

“Unfortunately, the 
Mayoress is indisposed 
but she will be present in 
spirit and would be 
heartened to learn of a 
record attendance,” he 
said. 

CAOS coffee 

THE Cowbridge 
Amateur Operatic 
Society is holding its 
popular Christmas cof- 


and a succulent mince 
pie! 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
713110. 


Young musicians are set 
to rock out at St Donats 


THE Llantwit the culmination of Major team!” 

Major-based chari¬ 
ty Major Music, 
which provides 
musical opportuni¬ 
ties for young peo¬ 
ple, is counting 
down the days for 
it’s ‘Xmas Rocks’ 


The support from 
Music’s 10th anniversary Chairman and co- local parents has been 
celebrations. founder of Major Music, amazing and the event on 

Local musician and Phil Kirkham said: “ It’s December 10 will no 
songwriter Davy thanks to all the hard ^oubt be a tremendous 


Cartwright, one of the work and commitment 
mentors and a trustee from our volunteer team 
with Major Music, told - mentors, trustees and 
The GEM: the young people them- 

“The event is a fantas- selves, and all the hard 
tic way of boosting con- work over the last few 


success and a credit to all 
those involved - at what¬ 
ever level.” 

Tickets for the ‘Xmas 
Rocks’ extravaganza are 


extravaganza at the fidence and self- esteem, months, that we are able Priced at £5, available 
St Donats Arts and giving young people to put on this and similar frorn the St. Donats Arts 
Centre. the opportunity to work events.” Centre on 01446- 

The event on Friday alongside others who Phil expressed his 799100, or at the door on 
December 10 will give similar aspirations, appreciation of support the night, 
many youngMers their young given to the project by Doors open for the 

first taste of performing 8^™" *e oppor- the Vale Council, a num- event at 7.30pm. and 

. ~ tiinitv tn nprtnrm nut tnr nf*r nt nthf*r Inral niiQi- .u- „i_„_i_ 

on a Stage m front of a 


live audience, and will be 


CELEBRATION 
OF CHRISTMAS 


BARRY Choral 
Society will present 
a celebration of 
Christmas at All 
Saints Church, 
Barry, on Saturday, 
December 11 at 
7.30pm. 

Under the baton of 
conductor Jo Herco 
Thomas and accompa¬ 
nied by guest organist 
James Bull, the choir 
will perform Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio Parts 
1 and 2. 

The choir will also 
welcome soloists Sue 
Thomson (contralto), 
Andrew Mathews (bass 


baritone) and Gareth 
Dafydd Morris (tenor). 

The audience can join 
in carol singing and one 
will be presented with 
the programme prize of 
a hamper of Christmas 
goodies. 

Solo performances by 
the guest artistes will be 
accompanied by Emma 
Arscott, the choir’s 
accompanist. 

Tickets (£6) are avail¬ 
able at Harmony 
Furnishings, High 
Street; Stephen’s 
Hairdressing Salon, 

Park Crescent; choir 
members and at the 
door. 


^Wistnws In Bridgen^ 



SiDti Id his Grotto Diinveg Fixe. 
SiihinhiYltk,lItk&IiDe(,liain-l|iii 

Friiii|[li-SitlllDitllliiii-)pii 
Cliristiusiliiilut,C»iliieSl BjoiiSt 


voRLSREcniD .unPiDPrcORD 



Tn himk ill for IXf STIiDKOD, Iht nr Mr ii«> Mrtlicr InformatiMi 
sM fnlluM thf liakv nr 0I45A 6(1351 


pressions 

Do you want to know what 
2011 has in store for you? 

Clairvoyant Medium available for 
Individual and Group readings. 
Only a few appointments 
left in December 

Call Jo Now to book 

07939 941640 


BRIDGEND SAMARITANS 

'WHATEVER YOU ARE GOING THROUGH, 
WE WILL GO THROUGH IT WITH YOU' 
24/7 EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
01656 662333 or 08457 909090 

O pen for visitin g 11.00am-9.00 pm 
2 Green Street, BRIDGEND. CF31 1HF 

,e-mail: jo@samaritans.org jhm 


WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO BE A SAMARITAN? 

For more details, phone or write 
to us at the above address 


tunity to perform, but for her of other local busi- show scheduled 

some it also presents a nesses, individuals and startat 8 00pm 
unique occasion to get organisations - including Anyone wishins to 

involved in the actual Roland (UK), Npower - , u TL 

. ,_^ know more about Major 

organising of the event Aberthaw Power Station, ... /j 

itself. VCVS and COS Barry. 

“Those who take part, One parent and volun- sponsorship or sup- 
learn about what goes on teer with Major Music, work as a volun- 

back-stage, about other Alyson Jones, comment- should take a look at 
technical aspects of ed: “ The project is the website: www.major- 
organising such an event, buzzing with enthusiasm, music.net and contact 
and being part of a energy and creativity. Phil on: 01446-792543. 



Bridgend Adoption Centre 

Chhsfnias Fjsyrc 

11 Oecembar irHR to ).30^piii 



Llantwit Major School Ftte 

On Saturday December 4, the yea^l2 
pupils of Llantwit Major School are holdii^ a 
festive Christmas Fete in the main hall and gym 
of Llantwit Major School. 

All the family are welcome, with stalls 
that will provide fnn for aU ages. 


there is even a Santals Grotto complete with 
Santa’^ helpers. 

M 01446 793301 

YmMZ Sixth Formen of 
Lhintwit Major School 
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YOUNGSTERS TAKE DANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
- AND ARE REWARDED WITH HIGH PRAISE! 





MOTION Control 
Dance Programme, 
run by Vibe 
Experience, pro¬ 
vides opportunities 
in dance for young 
people across the 
Vale with an 
emphasis on per¬ 
formance and 
enjoyment. 

It caters for all abili¬ 
ties aged five-18yrs and 
works in partnership 
with the YMCA, youth 
centres and various sec¬ 
ondary schools in the 
Vale. 

Young people who 
have taken part in the 
different dance projects 
over the past few months 
have plenty of good 
news to report. 

Fifteen young people 
passed their dance lead¬ 
ers course enabling them 
to supervise dance ses¬ 
sions within schools and 
the community. 

They are: Olivia 
Harris, Keera Graved, 
Christina Tsenti, Olivia 
Miller, Callum Osborne, 
Olivia McCormack and 
Sky Marie Field from St 
Richard Gwyn High 
School, Chanelle 

Johnson, Natasha 

Kerslake, Rhia Dutton 
and Ellie Carter from 
Bryn Hafren 

Comprehensive School, 
Chloe Chick from Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 
Anthea Young and 
Megan Davies from 
Llantwit Major High 
School and Keira 
Stanton from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

The dancers who trav¬ 
elled to Germany to 
compete for Wales won 
the Global International 
Award at the recent Vale 
Youth Awards for all 
their fundraising and 
commitment in dancing 
for their country. 

Thirty-six young 
dancers from across 
Barry attended the UDO 
Welsh Street Dance 
Championships in 
Newport on November 
14, competing in solo, 
duet and team events. 

The YDance - Motion 
Control Dance Project 
for young people who 
like to compete in street 
dance was represented in 


the many solo sections 
with good results. Levi 
Sims, in the over-16 
advanced, took fifth 
place, along with Nioami 
Everitt in the under-16 
advanced division. 

Callum Osborne stole 
the show with his under- 
16 newcomer solo and 
was ranked first in the 
category. All dancers 
performed with confi¬ 
dence and originality. 

In the duet section - 
once again YDance was 
well represented, with 
three couples being 
placed for trophies. Levi 
Sims and Rhia Dutton 
were in fifth place in the 
over-16 advanced, Rhian 
Dwyer and Brooke Clark 
achieved fourth place in 
the under-16 intermedi¬ 
ate, and Nioami Everitt 
and Amber Summers 
were ranked third in the 
under 16 advanced divi¬ 
sion. 

The Junior Team with 
‘illusionZ’ were against 
tough opposition in the 
under 14 intermediate 
section and T-M- AZF ’ 
competed in the under 16 
advanced division and 
took fourth place. 

A great day for all 
dancers as they experi¬ 
enced a difficult regional 
competition but also saw 
a fabulous performance 
from dance crew A3 - the 
three brothers from 
Britain’s Got Talent. 

The 5x60 dance teams 
from Bryn Hafren and St 
Richard Gwyn, who 
qualified for the UDO 
National Schools Street 
Dance competition also 
achieved great results on 
Sunday, November 21, 
in Stoke on Trent. 

‘Ignite’ a group of 
year-8 and year-9 pupils 
from St Richard Gwyn 
took seventh place in the 
junior category against 
many other schools from 
across the country. 
Olivia Harris, Olivia 
Miller, Olivia 

McCormack, Keera 
Graved, Christina Tsenti, 
Frankie McGill, Chloe 
Parris, Callum Osborne, 
Kate Spence, Paige 
Jones, and Alicia Owens 
blasted onto the stage 
with their firemen dance. 

This group of dancers 
meet once a week for an 
hour after school and are 


Bryn Hafren’s Adrenaline dance team. 


Mr James Welsh - Former Bowls and 
Social Club, 59 South Road, Sully - two 

high quality detached dwellings with two 
double garages, removal of existing 
asbestos-lined former bowls and social 
club. 

Glen Abbey Homes Limited - land off 
Redwood Close, Boverton - residential 
development, maximum of four detached 
dwellings. 

Vale Council - BSC, Hood Road, Barry 
- proposed new car park with landscaping 
to serve the BSC building located at Hood 
Road in the Innovation Quarter. 

D Jones - Sea Lawns, Cliff Parade, 
Penarth - felling of beech tree. 


Mr Malcolm Drysdale - Colcot Sports 
Centre, Colcot Road, Barry - replace¬ 
ment of chainlink fence with 1,750 mm 
bowtop railings. 

HSBC Bank Pic - 61 High Street, 
Cowbridge - general refurbishment and 
signage to front elevation. 

Mrs Elaine Bevan - 73 Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose - two storey side extension to 
accommodate a granny annex. 

Nick Pigeon - 19 Archer Road, Penarth 
- proposed wood burning flue to side roof 
slope. 

Mr M Costello - 29 Wesley Avenue, 
Rhoose - raising hip end to gable, and 
raising the ridge on the secondary roof to 


meet the existing height of the front ele¬ 
vation roof. 

Vale Council - Skills Training Centre, 
Hood Road, Barry - proposed removal 
of part of the existing plastic grid and 
replacement with a new bitumen surface. 
Mr David Crompton - Fferm Wen, 
Flemingston - removal of Eucalytus from 
front and two pines from rear. 

Mr Ian Hunt - 12 Poundfield, Llantwit 
Major - single storey extension to exist¬ 
ing retail unit. 




Vale AM’s pat on back for those 
‘glamorous’ Barry sixth formers! 


Who wants to build what and where? 


Callum Osborne -firstplace winner at 
UDO Welsh Competition with A3 from 
Britain’s Got Talent. 


taught by Emma Mallam 
- the co-ordinator of 
Motion Control. 

The dance group from 
Bryn Hafren 

‘Adrenaline’ - year-10 
and year-11 students 
Amber Summer, Nioami 
Everitt, Chaliese 

Ludvigsen, Brooke 
Clark, Rhian Dwyer, 
Rhia Dutton and Kiera 
Davies - also meet each 
week where they choreo¬ 
graph their own dance 
routines. 

This group of dedicat¬ 
ed dancers amazed the 
judges and audience with 
their powerful street 
dance piece to take a fine 
second place in the sen¬ 
ior division and qualify 
for the European Street 
Dance Championships 
next April. 

The day was fantastic 
for all the dancers and 
they were over the moon 
watching Flawless and 
Akai, especially as they 
were both scouted to 
attend the next Britain’s 
Got Talent audition as 
they stood out from the 
rest as being unique 


dance crews. 

All these dance teams 
will be performing 
alongside other projects 
from Motion Control 
Dance such as the Barry 
Boy Breakers and Local 
Motion Disability Dance 
Company funded by 
Children in Need at the 
V Factor. 

Young people from 
the Singing Academy 
and the MMX Project 
run by Vibe Experience 
will also be performing 
at this showcase event on 
Monday, December 6, at 
Barry Memorial Hall 
Theatre. 

Tickets can be pur¬ 
chased from Area 41, 41 
Holton Road, Barry or 
telephone 01446 

733622. 

Thanks must be given 
to the Motion Control 
Dance tutors, who give 
these young people a 
high quality dance expe¬ 
rience and positive 
encouragement for them 
to achieve their true 
potential. 

The 5x60 officer Ben 
Williams must also be 
praised for his support in 
giving these young 
dancers access to dance. 

For more information 
on Motion Control 
Dance Programme 
please contact 01446 
733622 or emma@vibe- 
experience.com 

EMMA MALLAM 








Jane Hutt AM with Barry sixth formers 
on International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against women 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


A GROUP of‘glam¬ 
orous’ Barry sixth 
formers last week 
dressed to raise 
awareness of 

International Day 
to Eliminate 

Violence against 
Women (White rib¬ 
bon day). 

With the local 
Women’s Aid group Atal 
y Fro providing informa¬ 
tion about their work in 
the Vale to combat 
domestic abuse, visitors 
to the civic offices were 
also entertained by 
singing from two sixth 
formers. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
AM praised the group 
and assured them and 
Atal y Fro, that tackling 


domestic violence was a 
priority for the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

“With the backdrop of 
the most difficult budget 
since the Assembly came 
into being, we have been 
able to protect the 'vio¬ 
lence against women and 
domestic abuse' draft 
budget for next year 
which amounts to 
£4.4million. 

“This will enable us to 
implement the 'Right to 
be Safe' violence against 
women strategy 

launched by Social 
Justice Minister, Carl 
Sargeant AM earlier this 
year,” Ms Hutt added. 


Carols in the Park 

THERE will be Carols in the Park on December 
18 at the Bandstand, Victoria Park, Barry. 

Admission is free to the afternoon service and 
Christmas carols with the choir and congregation of 
Mount Pleasant Baptist church. 

Teas and coffees, supplied by the church, will be 
available. 

For further information, contact Jon Greatrex, 
Victoria Park manager on 07809 551465. 

Fibromyalgia Support 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Eibromyalgia Support 
Group monthly meeting will be on Monday, 
December 6, at Barry Public Library between 
10am-12.30pm. 

Christmas service 

THE annual Lifeboat Christmas service of Nine 
lessons and carols with the Cavatina Singers will 
be held at St Augustine’s Church, Penarth on 
Wednesday, December 15 ,at 7pm. 

Coffee and mince pies will be served after the 
service and a warm welcome is extended to all. 
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Action-packed day at Barry Comprehensive 
raises cash for the Children in Need charity 



Book bonanza at Ysgol Sant Curig! 



PICTURED LEFT 
are pupils from 
Ysgol Sant Curig, 
who benefited from 
a bonanza when a 
Scholastic Book fair 
sold almost £1,200 
worth of books. 

In return, the school 
received 100 per cent 
commission to spend 
on hooks from the 
Scholastic Book cata¬ 
logue. 

Ysgol Sant Curig 
recently celebrated 
Children in Need day 
hy dressing in spots 
and having a variety of 
fun activities during 
the day. 

The school raised 
almost £350 towards 
the appeal. 


Meeting 

marks 

the 

planting 
of trees 
in wood 


A VERY successful, pro¬ 
ductive and well attended 
meeting of the Woodland 
Trust was held on Friday, 
November 19 at the 
Sports Pavilion,Wick. 

The meeting was held on the 
10th anniversary of the planting 
of Monks Wood, Wick, by Wick 
villagers, and involved a repre¬ 
sentative from the Woodland 
Trust who own and manage the 
wood. 


The meeting discussed the 
future development and manage¬ 
ment of the wood. It is possible 
that money might be available to 
improve the pond to ensure that 
it holds water all year and attract 
more wildlife. 

Wick School is interested in 
the wood, and educational 
resources may be available. 

Villagers and other people are 
encouraged to plant trees in the 
wood. It may be possible for 
the road entrance to the Wood to 


be made more disability friend¬ 
ly- 

Anyone who would like to be 
kept up to date with the develop¬ 
ment of the wood, please contact 
me on 01656 890386. 

The meeting was part-funded 
by Wick Community Council and 
we are very grateful for their 
support. 

GEORGE JEEEERY 




BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School went all out 
again for Children 
in Need, with stu¬ 
dents and teachers 
raising more than 
£1,500. 

Pupils paid £1 each to 
wear their own clothes 
for the day, while year- 
12 Welsh Baccalaureate 
students organised a 
range of fundraising 
activities, beginning 
with a dodge ball com¬ 
petition that was open to 
all year groups, and saw 
year-7 teams challenge 
year-lls! 

A year-10 team won 
the heated competition, 
and were presented with 
specially designed tro¬ 
phies. The year-12s 
also washed and vacu¬ 
umed more than 25 cars 
to raise £95 and worked 
tirelessly to keep up with 
demand for cakes and 
cookies at their stall in 
the atrium. 

Tommy Edwards and 
friends arranged a talent 
show, which trans¬ 
formed the Learning 
Resource Centre into an 
X-factoresque audition 
room with musical talent 
including drumming, 
piano and acoustic gui¬ 
tar. 

Scott Townsend 
(year-10) wowed every¬ 
one with his fantastic 
version of Journey’s 
‘Don’t stop believing’ 
and Tom Kinch (year- 
13) interrupted his busy 
West Side Story rehears¬ 
al to treat the crowd to 
some classical singing. 

At lunch time, the 


whole school joined in 
support of Zoe Kelland 
who raised more than 
£400 by agreeing to 
have her head shaved - a 
school individual 


fundraising record! 
Max and Jamie from 
Bagnell’s Barbers gener¬ 
ously volunteered their 
time to create Zoe’s new 
look in front of hundreds 
of supportive students. 

Not to be outdone, the 
year-12 boys allowed 
their very hairy legs to 
be waxed, not knowing 
how painful it can be! 

Over on the astroturf, 
pupils played football, 
while year-7 were kept 
busy in the sports hall 
with basketball, table- 
tennis and badminton 
followed by a massive 
runaround quiz. 

Everyone joined in 
the spirit of the day, 
making a very success¬ 
ful event for Barry 
Comprehensive School 
and Children in Need. 


LEFT: Welsh 
Baccalaureate 
students open a car 
valet service for the 
day. 















































The year- 

Liam Martin; 73rd, 
Miles Jenkins; 75th, 
Chris Powell. The team 
finished seventh. 

The year-7 and 8 
team finished two 
points short of a podium 
finish but a great effort 
by all the boys in a top 


and year-8 girls with i 

quality field of the best 
runners in Wales. The 
only disappointment 
was the school could not 
field one runner for the 
senior section, the first 
time since the champi¬ 
onships began more 
than 30 years ago. 


ir medals. 


Send US your 
news and 
views - email 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews 
.co.uk 


ABOVE: The girls under-14 gymnastics team. 
THE City of Cardiff and Vale Schools 
Novice Gymnastics Championships were 
held at Whitchurch Comprehensive 
School. 

The school entered 
teams and individuals in I 
all age groups. The year- 
8 and 9 girls finished 
seventh in a very strong 
field with top perform¬ 
ances by Stephanie 
Sanderson scoring 8.9 in 
the set vault, and 8.7 by 
Ella Emyr on the same 
piece of apparatus. 

Annabel Smith had the 
best performance on the 
floor with 8.8 in the vol¬ 
untary floor. 

The boys year-8 and 9 
finished fourth, only 
three full marks behind 
the first-placed team in a 
very close competition. 

Top gymnast out of all 
boys and girls was Tom 
Lucas with a total of 
34.00 marks in all four 
disciplines 

The year-7 girls fin¬ 
ished fourth yet again, 
only three marks sepa¬ 
rating first and fourth. 

The team of Rachel 
Bent, Bethan Swallow, 

Katie Johnston and 
Jenna Ritchie were very 
unlucky not to qualify 
for the Welsh Novice 
Championships. 

Rachel and Katie 
scored the highest mark 
of the day with 8.9 in the 
voluntary floor and 
Sashini Jayasinghe 9.0 
in the set floor. 

The year-7 boys fin¬ 
ished runners up by 0.80 
marks and have qualified 
to compete at the Welsh Novice Gymnastics 
Championships at the Welsh Institute of Sport, 
Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. Kai Urwin scored top with 
9.5 in the voluntary vault, while Cai Evans scored 
9.0 on the voluntary floor. 

Rugby 

IN the Vale School league match against Stanwell, 
Cowbridge won 53-0. 

Tries: Rian Thomas (three), Gabe Newham 
(three), Tom Lucas, Eraser McGhan (two). 
Conversions were by John Harvey (four) and 
Matthew Harper. 

Squad: Joe Davies (captain), Ben Jones, Luke 
John, Joshua Brace, Edward Couzens, Ellis Bolden, 
Tom Evans, Craig Boxall, Joe Bunt, Hywel Williams, 
Oliver Brown. 

Football 

IN the second round of the Bluebirds Cup against 
St Richard Gwyn Catholic School, Barry, 
Cowbridge won 7-1. 

Goals were scored by David Bear (two), James 
Holder (two), Sean Davies, Sam Lee, Toff Patel. 

Squad: Henry Jones, Joshua Petersen, Cai Evans, 
Duncan Ace, Luke Jeffries, George Day, Jay Munn, 
Harrison Stevens, Harry Hopkins, Wil Smith. 


Boys under-14 gymnastics team 


ABOVE: The senior girls cross-country team with their trophy 
after winning the Welsh Schools Championship at Brecon. 


The girls under-12 gymnastics team. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arthritis benefit 

VALE of Glamorgan branch of Arthritis 
Research UK is holding a Christmas concert 
with BBC Wales entertainer Frank Hennessy 
and the children of St Helen’s School on 
December 6 at St Helen’s Church, Wyndham 
Street, Barry at 7pm. 

Entry is by ticket or pay at the door: Adults £5, 
children and OAPs £2.50. Also charity Christmas 
cards and gifts along with tea/coffee and a mince pie 
are available to purchase during the interval. 

All proceeds will assist Arthritis Research UK to 
fund medical research into this chronic disease. 

Rotary collection 

COWBRIDGE Rotary Club begins its usual 
Christmas celebrations joining Santa in his early 
December sleigh tour of the area from December 

7. 

The house-to-house collection starts in west 
Cowbridge, completing Cowbridge east and parts of 
Llanblethian on December 8, then on December 9 
will visit Ystradowen and Aberthin. 

Proceeds of the collections will go to the presi¬ 
dent’s charity for this year - Ty Hafan. 


A VERY cold and 
foggy Brecon greeted 
athletes at the Welsh 
School Cross Country 
Championships on 
November 20. 

The year-7and 8 girls 
got off to a flying start 
with Seren Allin 
(above) taking third 
place, with the rest of 
the team finishing as 
follows; Rebecca 
Thomas 24th, Ella 
Emyr 38th, and Brooke 
Langton-Cryer 65th. 
The A team came in sec¬ 
ond, a brilliant result. 

The year-7 and 8 B 
team came 11th, with 
Alicia Thomas 67th, 
Sally Gambling 69th, 
Cerys Bradshaw 76th 
and Niamh Jenkins 
88th. 

The year-9 and 10 
girls worked hard in a 
very strong field, com¬ 
ing a respectable sixth 
overall (Miriam Bennett 
32nd, Natasha Johnson 
49th, Eleanor Morgan 
57th and Meg Langton- 
Cryer 64th). 

The senior girls took 
first place in the team 
event. The girls worked 
very hard during the 
race to move up in a 
strong field (Eiona Bray 
16th, Rachel Bradshaw 
20th, Katie Wynne 22nd 
and Bethan Allman 
25 th). 

Well done to all the 
girls who braved the 
cold, they all showed 
real determination to do 
their best. 

Year-7 and 8 boys: 
10th, Rian Thomas; 
22nd, Dewi Bennett; 
33rd, Alex Love; 49th, 
Huw Bennett; 63rd, 
Sean Davies; 64th, Luke 
Jeffries. The team fin¬ 
ished fourth. 

Year-9 and 10 boys: 
46th, Tom Morgan; 
57th, Jason Sami; 68th, 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTING ROUND-UP 


Year-7 boys qualify for 
novice gymnastic finals 


Cross-country at Brecon 


The year-8 and 
year-9 boys. 
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CHRISTMAS CHARITY COMES FIRST AT 
THE GLADSTONE PRIMARY SCHOOL 



Local Cadets raise £1,350 
for Legion’s Poppy appeal 


AIR CADETS from 
372 (Barry) 

Squadron have 
again supported the 
Royal British 
Legion this year, 
raising £1,350 
through selling pop¬ 
pies. 

The Cadets were 
recently a familiar sight 
at Tesco’s in Barry. The 
top fundraising Cadet 
this year was Carl 
Chaplin who raised £350. 

Keith Harris from the 
Royal British Legion 
paid tribute to the Cadets 
said: “I am pleased that 
the Air Cadets have again 
supported the Royal 
British Legion this year 


RIGHT: 
Selling poppies in 
Barry. 


and have raised this mag¬ 
nificent sum of money; 
which will help and sup¬ 
port ex-service personnel 
in our community.” 

Flight Lieutenant 
Jason Horton, Officer 
Commanding 372 
Squadron commented: 

“I am immensely 
proud of these fine young 
men and women who 
have again worked hard 
to support the Royal 
British Legion.” 

The Cadets were - 
Nathaniel Spragg, 
Megan Palmer-Wood, 
Nathan Loxton,Megan 



Hamblin, Adam Wood, their communities. Last 
Kieren Long, Gareth year the raised over 
Messer and Ryan £5,500 helping the Royal 
Andrews. Air Forces Association 

While the Cadets and MacMillan Cancer 
enjoy many varied activ- amongst the many organ- 
ities, which they also isations which they sup- 
give something back to port. 


LEFT: Operation 
Christinas Child 
carrying the 
shoeboxes to the van. 


GLADSTONE 
Primary School 
children, parents 
and staff have once 
again shown how 
much they care for 
others less fortu¬ 
nate them them¬ 
selves. 

Last week, they raised 
£230 for Children in 
Need by wearing pyja¬ 
mas, dressing gowns and 
slippers to school for the 
day. The children have 
also managed to donate 
a grand total of 131 gift 
filled shoeboxes for the 
Operation Christmas 
Child appeal. 

Last Wednesday, the 
junior children formed a 
human chain to carry the 
shoeboxes from the 
school hall, down the 
stairs, out across the 
playground and into the 
collection van, all 
cheered on by 
Gladstone’s infant chil¬ 
dren. 

“Once again, the chil¬ 
dren have done us 
proud! Thank you to all 
who have contributed - 
your gifts will make a 
huge difference to anoth¬ 
er child’s life.” 

SARAH CREASEY 
(Year-3 teacher) 


LEFT: Sarah Creasey, 
year-3 teacher, who 
organises the annual 
collection. 


RIGHT: 
Loading the 
collection van. 



St Cyres students look 
at life in the sixth form 


YEAR-11 students 
from St Cyres and 
other local schools, 
attended a very success¬ 
ful open evening, where 
they saw at first hand 
the exciting opportuni¬ 
ties available to them in 
the sixth form. 

Headteacher Dr 
Jonathan Hicks and 
director of post-16 edu¬ 
cation, Mr P Davis, 
spoke to a packed hall 
and explained how the 
Welsh Baccalaureate and 
the A-Level courses on 
offer combine to give 
students a first-class 
grounding for higher 
education and the world 
of work. The year-11 stu¬ 
dents will be among the 
first in Wales to complete 
the Welsh Baccalaureate 
intermediate diploma 
next year, and they are 
already well on their way 
to success, having com¬ 
pleted key skills awards, 
an exciting business 
enterprise scheme and 
two weeks of work expe¬ 
rience. 

Sixth form students 
past and present spoke of 



the great benefit they 
have derived from their 
time in St Cyres sixth 
form. 

Last year, over 85 per 
cent of St Cyres students 
gained a place in higher 
education at universities 
from Aberystwyth to 
York, and others have 
gone on to successful 
employment.Mr Davis 
said: “We are always 
very proud of the 
achievements of St Cyres 
students. 

“Our sixth form is all 
about training our young¬ 
sters to be effective, 
independent learners and 
to equip them with the 



life skills necessary for present, were willing to 
success in an increasing- join us this evening bears 
ly uncertain environ- testimony to the value 
ment. they put on their sixth 

“The fact that so many form education.” 
students, both past and MM 
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CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


OIEVISINMD 


01656 349 281 


solar create the mood... 


Wall Mownlod Nistallatkm Soeclallsti • WWt our wobolto lor oxaia plot 

www.onevislonlld.co.uk 



^ 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

• Additionai tv Points - v 

• Digitai Aeriai Instaiiations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




Digital Aerials 


SuppMr S IimmOnt - 

; vmM 


VALE DIGITAL 

OL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES - - 

DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS tBSHD 
sky Hj 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) V 


4 '2 -. * 



RING FOR LATEST SKY OFFERS 




Call ■uw NOW-FRBPttONI 

08081261852 


CHRISTMAS 

BUNDS SALE 

Vcrticaliv Romans. Rolltrs and more 

FREE mowurinq ^. -V 
FREE httinq ^ Tv 

FM VOW nsi HMf ItSfT CRi TOMV 

0800 916 6563 

www.hlllarys.co.uli 


50 % 

OFF 
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Aerials 


Digital Aerial SpecialistSy 
Supplied a Fined 
FREE 

ESTIMATES ^ 



• Quaii^ied 

Engine^' V 

• I^Tiorvih ^ 

Cu3^niee on afi 

- Discounts lor OAP s 
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mMmmM 

“ ^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
' ^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

wvvw.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Barn Conversions 

• Garages etc. 
Planning & Building 
Regulation Approval 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 
07759 384884 
07722 136750 

plansjDeople® hotmail.co.uk 


IWhy not wish your 
* I customers a I 
Merry Christmas $ 
I by using 

The 

‘CEM 

For more information caii: 
01446774484 i 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


01446 439 327 


Many of our advertisers have used 
The GEM for years, This speaks volumes. 
Some are lucky enough to have a great 
response within weeks, and some after 
placing just one advert,.. 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 77448 ^ 


\—2m TESIlMyNJAL 

TESTIMOSUAL 

tfSTIWIONIAL 

wKk. ‘Start Afresh 

Oeaning Services 

1 received lots of . converted into 6 jobs 

Major and Barry qem being printed 

TpL 07964 179 473 

(Spot On]\ 

I 'cleaning Co. I 

Advertising with GEM 

has proved to be 
successful in the promotion 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

T«i 07854 148 236 


1 have been running my advert 

consistently for a numb^ of 

years and would recornnnend 

The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW Constructiom^^^^^^ 
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Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


RJ.T 

_£LASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Fht/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


•GENERAL BUILDING 'BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY \ 

• KITCHEN FiniNG GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUiLD • EXTENSiONS • RENOVATIONS 


• 30 years experience 

• Disabled Conversions 

• Render/Pebble Dash 

• Loft Conversions 

• Flat Roofs 

• Garage Conversions 


• Conservatories 

• Painting/Decorating 

• Kitchens/Bathrooms 

» PVC Doors/Windows 

• Decking/driveways 

• DpC Work 


Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


DAVID KAY 
PLASTERING 

Internal/External 
Skimming over Artex 
12ft X 6ft only £89 

Insurance approved 

Fully Insured, Coving, 
Tiling, Painting, 

Repointing 
Damp Proofing 

01446 732946 
07921 439749 



327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 

Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


FAST & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


PLANT HIRE LTD I 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


Credit/Debit Cards now accepted 
Visit our website: www.grabitplanthire.co.uk 
REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £140 per load 
14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £120 per load 
7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 
Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton 10mm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
Top/Recycled soil available - All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or ofiBce 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


w.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


HD eomputer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
‘ Fast, reliable, on-site service 
> Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
* Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


IVfiNfOMf Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
Christmas come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free araon g 
you order this month only'- So order NOW! I 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £499 
Beat the VAT Rise. Get it fitted before Christmas 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 inc. free back door 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £4495 _ 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL IPw 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week *Terms & Conditions apply ^—*•- 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 






‘Start Afresh’ 

FOR ALL YOUR 
CLEANING SOLUTIONS 

From end of tenancy cleans to new builds. 

Call Louise Lewis - Cleaning Specialist 

Tel: 01446 790384 
MobUe: 07964 179473 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vvvvw.gdsdoors.co.uk 



c 


Call: 01446774484 

xiie emm 


] 




LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs from £27.00 
First 10 hrs from £110 
ForTotai Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


D 

6 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punetual, patient & reliable 
instruetion. Piek-up Serviee. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


VfILE CfIRPETS 

cornea, to (foa 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

' Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



DIALA 
CARPENTER 


No job too big or too small 
OVER 20 YRSEXP. 


From Door Hanging to 
Fitted Kitchens! 


07788 455656 
01446 719500 


fOI ~M If its wood- 
we're very 

CARPENTRY 9^^ 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alteratians • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


PETER 
HOPKIN 

For all your 
Interior/Exte 
Painting & 

Decorating 

01446 770987 



r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Rtted Kitchens-Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 

^ 07891 7681 sir 

D.GULLIVER“ir 

Paper Hanging a Speciality 

• All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 

9 25 Years Experience 

9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 

www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk | 







Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ (Domestic and 
CommcrciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Jcc~ gr f.- U. 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


m 


PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 


0 

■ 


Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 
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REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 

AM makes including 

[yySA] HOTPOINT-CREDA 
CANDY-HOOVER- 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT 



. ^ 
ocal 08456 

804 806 



[TTTiFrni 






LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
S Bridgend 659354 j 07974 120082 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Hepaired in your om home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 
1*1 Installer 
I 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 




Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 


Freezers, 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


0acf'(ilQOQ 


i Ceimpiete G^den Serdces| 

^ FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 




R 

“fy) GARDEN & 
r^ANDSCAPING 
_L SERVICES 

_ -i; 

' ■■ r'li'i".*' /y 

Ir'i. i7':ii 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


BrIDCE 5fS 

Vue V 

Tree Services' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


J 





OW6n Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Fire/Burglar Alarms 

• NICEIC Registered 
Free Quotations 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 

0T8 


Competitive 
Prices 


www.gaspservices.co.uk —^ 

gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 [A 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


B.R.H 


[3 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

Call Mobile 07768 367298 
01446 461994 or 01656 657438 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 




Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 
No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 

Prices from A.15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980063087 


Property Maintenance 


CARPENTRY • FASCIAS 
LAMINATE FLOORS 
DOORS/FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 097994 24hrs,or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service, 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



124 The Headlands, Barry 


allanlSrown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

If you are looking for a friendly, 
reliable & trustworthy service for in and 
around your home or business, call Allan 


01446 750236 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 


J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


> MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED < 




A 


All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WCs sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


®aGP(a©ciLi S©Graa©©i]]> 


Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 



$Why not wish your 
«^ customers a$ 4 
^erry Christmas 
^ by using 

The GEM 


For more information call: 

01446 774484 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verton Ind. Estate, Bany 


BERRIDGE MAINTENANCE & 

ROOFING SERVICES 

• Upvc Guttering/Fascias • Blocked gutters 

• Chimney Repairs cleared & repaired 

• Approved EPDM • Patios etc jet 

flat roof installer washed 

(20 years guarantee) • Exterior painting 

S 07894 353313 


JX Plurnffitiii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

‘JiOM « 

orrt atiiQM 



24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


[Iasti©c?3ca£ 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Si Ivey Roofing 

New Roofs/Repairs 

8 UPVC Guttering & Fascias |||B 
FREE ESTIMATES B 

Tel: 01446 404838 WB 




Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
AU aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


More Roofing 
next page 
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Roofing 
specialists 

S.MroDLETON&SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ww 

I ROI 


.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootingci 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Woles for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145 -01656 349056 • 01443 629043 


STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

105% PX - up or down 
Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,00 
You get £50,000 cash 
Tel: 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


HObSlI 

LET ^ 

in Gladstone 
School area 
Lombard Street, 

Barry 3 Bedrooms 

£600pcni 
07966 223184 


JaWaUriao^^ 


Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead FabricationsA/Velding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


ST ATHAN 

3 bed end link house. 
Available beginning 
January. £590pcni 
Tel: 07757 757314 


TO LET 

BARRY 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk c^d 




)ne bedroor 
ground floor flat 
within easy reach 
of trains and buses. 
Furnished/Unfumished 
Good sized double 
bedrcx)m. Phone entry 
system, car parking. 
Over 26 only, no DSS. 

£425pcm 

Tel: 07912 138342 


/ « ¥¥.¥r ~S 

f'om.ns 

ssExrvieE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
S, 07736 391937 / 



barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

1 lantwit-major-today.co. u k^S 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 



Olanmoi-gsan 

Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 




m 



INSTi 

SKIP HI 

Mini, Midi & Lam^b/tsui 

Delivered and Collected 
O Fully Licensed Waste Carrier (cb/jp3897bx) O 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

LOCAL BARRY SKIP COMPANY 

Bs Tel: 01446 421071 




^^^ScrapMei^ 


WE BUY: 

• COPPER 

• BRASS 

• LEAD 

• STAINLESS 

• ALUMINIUM 


• CARS 
•VANS 

• LORRIES 

• ALL SCRAP 
METAL 


• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 


Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


CWamQcilp) 

All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 




advertise here for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the 

appropriate amount made 
payable to “The 

Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone 
us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All 
major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 

774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. 
You may alter your advert 
as items are sold. Sorry 
no refunds are given. 
GIRLS’ APOLLO BIKE 
16” wheels, suit age 6-9, 
blue & pink frame, good 
condition. Cost £100, sell 
£45 ono. Tel: 07973 

863659. (49) 

HOTPOINT Under 

counter fridge & freezer, 
white, £45 each. Tel: 
01446 701420. (49) 
G-PLAN Two X 2 seater 
sofas, armchair, pale 
grey/blue draylon £250. 
Tel: 01446 773135. (49) 
HINARI MICROWAVE 
Black/chrome, still in box 
£25. Hinari multi att. hand 
blender & carver, still in 
box £25. Pine 4 drawer 
chest and country mirror 
£40. Solid pine 
headboard £10. Tel: 
01656 789096. (49) 
GUEST BED Never used. 
£80 new, will sell £50 ono. 
Tel: 01446 743204. (49) 

4 DRAWER DIVAN BED 
Mattress/headboard, as 
new, 9 year guarantee 
£125. Tel: 01656 661237. 
(49) 

AVON REDSTART 
DINGHY 9’ Offers, VGC, 
and 5 horse power Honda 
outboard engine, 4 stroke, 
very quiet, offers, VGC. 
Tel: 01446 796060. (49) 
WHITE STEEL BATH All 
attachments, very good 
condition £50. Tel: 01446 
794268. (48) 

BERGERE SOFA 

Attractive large G-Plan 3- 
seater in antique gold 
draylon, £99. Tel: 01446 
795754. (48) 

IKEA Epedit white book 
case £30. Ikea Fredrick 
work station, birch 
effect/silver £30. Ikea 
Meldal day bed £40. Tel: 
01446 795386. (48) 
TROPICAL AQUARIUM 
36” long with cabinet, fish 
and accessories £80 ono. 
Tel: 01656 784107. (48) 
BRITAX Children’s car 
seat. Aged up to 4 years, 
excellent condition £60. 
Tel: 01446 748801. (48) 
ARMCHAIR Beige 
leather, wooden trim. 
Rocking/swivel, footrest. 
Excellent condition £40 
ono. Tel: 01446 404590. 
(48) 

CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN Silver coloured 
metal bed. King size, 
frame only. Buyer collect 
£85. Tel: 01446 750963. 
(47) 

DARK OAK Refectory 
table £150. 6 chairs Inc 2 
carvers, green leather 
£150. Dresser £250. Gate 
leg table £50. Oak framed 
mirror £50. Tel: 02920 
522848. (47) 

PINE BED 5’ £50. Plus 
other furniture. Tel: 01446 
773113. (47) 

FLORAL CURTAINS 

Lined 72” width, 90” drop. 
As new, cost £100. Sell 
£50. Tel: 01446 405192. 

(47) 

EXPANDABLE 
SUITCASE Navy, size 
26”x18” approx £10 ono. 
Highbacked computer 
chair, burgundy £15 ono. 
Tel: 01446 746627. (47) 
COMPLETE KITCHEN In 
oak £500. Call for more 
information. Tel: 01656 
662836. (47) 

PINE DRESSER 2 door 
with glass display 
cupboards, 2’6” wide £60. 
Ducal pine table with 2 


drawers, 3’ wide £20. Tel: 
01446 781272. (47) 
2x2 SEATER SOFAS 
plus large foot stool. One 
year old. Cost £1,000, sell 
for £350. Tel: 01446 
792182. (46) 

WOODEN TABLE and 4 

chairs £30. Mothercare 
cot, beech finish £25. 
Terracotta 2 seater sofa 
£30. Ikea side unit, white 
wood drawers and 
cupboards, pine top £35. 
Tel: 01446 760417 or 
07967 444357. (46) 

2X2 SEATER SETTEES 
Black leather, as new 
£150 pair. Golf clubs, bag 
and stand £80. Tel: 07780 
856964. (46) 

SHOWER UNIT Free 
standing corner with 
power jets, hardly used 
£100 ono. Tel: 01656 
782861. (46) 

ELECTRIC GUITAR 

Black Marlin Bluesin. 
VGC, £75 ono. Tel: 01446 
771982. (46) 

6 CHAIRS & 1 TABLE 

Christmas Dining Seating 
Solved: Inc. 2 carvers, 
matching rectangular 
dark oak table, good 
condition £140. Corner 
display unit, dark wood 
£15. Welsh dresser and 
base, dark wood £40. Tel: 
01656 749935. (46) 

2006 iCANDY Travel 
system, carry cot, stroller, 
car seat attachments, 
raincovers £150. Tel: 
01656 654261. (46) 
PIANO Excellent 
condition, tuned recently 
£220. Buyer collects. Tel: 
01446 710573. (46) 
VIBROSTATION Pro 
training plate, 18 months 
old, never used. Cost 
£900. As new. Offers. 
Birdcage, white on stand, 
hardly used, as new. 
Offers. Tel: 01446 407354. 
(46) 

VERY LARGE 

Chesterfield settee in 
black, good condition 
£150. Tel: 02920 514742 
or 07742 297018. (46) 
GIRLS PINK BIKE 4-6 
years. Cost £85, sell £25. 
Good condition. Tel: 
07561 594773. (46) 
LARGE George Foreman 
grill £25. Breville juice 
extractor £25. Almost 
new. Tel: 01656 788787. 
(46) 

LARGE DOG KENNEL 

Sturdy outdoor 

construction. Good 
condition £70. Tel: 01656 
749935. (46) 


2000 X 
Volkswagen 
Golf GTTDi 

68,000 miles, full VW 
service history, tax & MOT. 
Immaculate condition. 

£2,699 

07828 574668,, 


54 Ford Focus 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Pale blue, 20,731 
miles, tax & MOT 
Jan 2011, VGC. 

£4,000 

01446 773117 

49 




2009 Delta 
Primero 6-Berth 
Caravan 

Sited at Trecco Bay 

£9,950 

Offers considered 
02920 886469 
07765 131786 47 


©a]® 


04 

Ford KA 

1298CC, metallic black, 
electric windows, PAS, 
air con, long mot + tax, 
excellent condition, one 
previous owner. 

£2,150 ono 
07971 185146. 

Landrover 

Discovery 

Metallic Blue, 2.5 Turbo Diesel, 
5 Door, 7 Seats, 1992, PAS, cd, 
Long MOT, Tax’d 

£995 

01446 794279 
07570 931 487 46 

51 

Toyota 

Corrolla 

5 door, silver, 1 year 
mot, 6 months tax, in 
very good condition. 

£2,000 ono 

01446 751066 

W“Req 

Mitsubishi 

Carisma 

Hatchback, 5 Door, new 
MOT, well maintained, air 
con, PAS, 72,000 miles. 

£795 

01446 795021 or 
07976 874741 45 


N Mazda 
Bongo 

4 door (Auto), in silver, 

6 months tax, 6 months 
mot, good condition 

£3,000 ono 

01446 751066 „ 

2001 Volvo 
V70 Estate 

Dealer serviced, FSH, 
taxed, 10 months MOT, 
140k, Red, black interior, 
excellent condition. 

£2,650 ono 
01446 75028347 


2000 W Reg 
ROVER 45 1.4 

5-Dr Hatch 

New cam belt, MOT Nov 
2011, tax Feb 2011. 
Excellent condition, 
economical, low mileage. 

£499 

07879 065331 47 


06 Mercedes Benz 
A150 SE Lux 
3-Dr Hatch 

Black, petrol, MOT June 
2011, very good condition, 
FSH, 49,000 miles, E/W, CD, 
central locking, lady owner. 

£5,495 ono 

077177 61465 48 


Vauxhall Vectra 
1.8 LS 04 
5-Dr Estate 

61,000 miles. Silver, Tax, 
MOT, excellent. 

£2,750 

07742 647019,^ 


2000 Nissan Micra 
1.4 SE Auto 5-Dr 

Purple metallic, one owner, only 
37,000 miles, new MOT, 6 
months tax, central locking, E/W, 
excellent condition throughout, 
illness forces reluctant sale. 

£1,950 

07894 233331 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


Snapshot of 
Barry’s heritage 


BARRY ‘before and 
after the docks’ is the 
theme of a pictorial 
exhibition being 
staged between 
December 1 and 
December 31 at the 
Victoria Park rooms, 
by the Friends of 
Barry History. 

Featuring many rarely 
seen photographs of 
Barry before the docks 
were built, the exhibition 
features snapshots of the 
town’s varied heritage. 

Among other themes 
covered are the ‘friendly 
invasion’ of American 
troops during the Second 
World War, Cadoxton 
churches and their 
football teams, and the 
Butlins holiday camp. 

Ade Pitman, one of the 
Friends of Barry History 
said: “This is the group’s 
first exhibition, and 
we’re already planning 
our next. We are aiming 
to hold three exhibitions 
a year to help build pride 


in the town and its 
heritage. In an ideal 
world, these exhibitions 
would take place in a 
Barry Heritage Centre.” 

Following the 

exhibition, the 

information and images 
from the display are 
available to schools and 
other groups upon 
request. 

Friends of Barry 
History is one of many 
local history groups that 
support the Vale Heritage 
Centre Coalition’s aim to 
have a heritage centre 
built in Barry as part of 
the town’s regeneration. 

The group can be 
contacted through their 
website at 

www.barryhistory.co.uk, 
or by visiting their 
permanent display at the 
‘Copy It’ store, Holton 
Road. 

For further 

information telephone 
Ade Pitman on 07930 
874161. 


Voluntary groups’ 
funding news 


REPRESENTATIVES 
from Vale voluntary 
groups have met at the 
Senedd for a 
celebration of ‘Kick 
Start’ - a funding 
grant scheme operated 
by the Vale Centre of 
Voluntary Services 
(VCVS) in Barry. 

Since 2001, it has 
provided 330 groups 
with grants worth more 
than £813,000. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt, 
who hosted the event, 
said: “It was a great 
opportunity to celebrate 
the VCVS Kick Start 
funding scheme which 
has helped hundreds of 
voluntary groups in the 
Vale. 


“I was very pleased to 
be able to report to the 
Vale Voluntary sector 
that funding from the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government for the 
community facilities and 
activities programme 
(CFAP) will continue in 
our budget.” 

In 2009/10 Kick Start 
Three has passed more 
than £96,000 to 39 
groups. 

Don’t get 
caught 
cold by 
thieves! 


LABOUR 

FAYRE 

THE Vale Labour 
party is holding its 
Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, December 
4 at 11am in the 
Colcot Community 
Centre, Keats Road, 
Barry. 

There will be a 
special visitor from the 
North Pole and various 
stalls selling toys, bric- 
a-brac, tombola, books, 
plus a Christmas raffle. 


AM’s surgery 

THE Vale Assembly 
member Jane Hutt, 
will be holding a 
surgery on Saturday, 
December 4, at her 
constituency office at 
115 High Street, Barry 
from 10am-12noon. 


CHARITY 

DISCOUNT 

BON MARCHE, 
Holton Road, Barry, is 
holding a charity event 
for members of WIs in 
the area on Sunday, 
December 5, from 
10-4pm. 

A suggested donation 
and a show of their WI 
membership will enable 
them to claim a 40 per 
cent discount. 


AS wintry weather 
struck last week, 
police in Bridgend 
and the Vale offered 
drivers advice on 
keeping their vehicles 
secure. 

Detective Chief 
Inspector Marc 
Lamerton said: “During 
the extremely cold 
weather, it is 
commonplace for 
motorists to start their 
vehicles on frosty 
mornings, and return to 
the warmth of the house, 
leaving the engine 
running to warm the car 
up, and melt frost on the 
windows. 

“While this is 
understandable, the 
vehicle is then at high 
risk of theft; after all, the 
keys are in the ignition 
and the engine is 
running - everything a 
car thief needs for a 
swift getaway. It is also 
worth considering that 
many insurance 
companies may not 
compensate for the loss 
of a car in these 
circumstances. 

“However, failure to 
clear frost from all car 
windows prior to a 
journey is dangerous, 
due to reduced visibility 
increasing chances of a 
collision. This is an 
offence under the Road 
Traffic Act. 
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Barry artist’s 
portraits help 
USA’s ‘big cats’ 


BARRY artist 
Mark Harvey has 
just sent off the last 
of three big cat por¬ 
traits to the Exotic 
Feline Rescue 
Centre (EFRC) in 
Indiana, USA. 

The portraits, two of 
a lion ‘King’ and one of 
a tiger ‘Sophie,’ are to 
be sold at the EFRC’s 
annual auction in 
January 2011. 

The profits from this 
auction will go directly 
to help support the 
EFRC’s big cats. 

The rescue centre is a 
charitable organisation, 
currently home to more 
than 225 big cats res¬ 
cued from all parts of 


the USA. 

Mark, who currently 
works at the Velindre 
Cancer Centre in 
Whitchurch, contacted 
EFRC volunteer photog¬ 
rapher Stephen 
McCloud, seeking per¬ 
mission to draw some of 
his photos. 

Following the first 
portraits, Mark was 
delighted when Ann 
Hedderick, the auction 
co-chairman, contacted 
him asking if he would 
be interested in drawing 
‘King’ and ‘Sophie for 
their auction. 

Mark said: “I hope 
the portraits raise a good 
price and I aim to con¬ 
tinue creating portraits 
for the centre.” 


MP’s warning: ‘Don’t 
miss out on funding’ 


NEWS that many 
small Welsh proj¬ 
ects were receiving 
a share of Lottery 
funding didn’t 
bring cheer to Vale 
voluntary groups. 

Alun Cairns, the local 
MP, has said he is disap¬ 
pointed that no projects 
for community groups in 
the Vale are benefiting 
from the latest round of 
‘Awards for All’ fund¬ 
ing. 

The ethos of Awards 
for All is to help estab¬ 
lish local groups, soci¬ 
eties and clubs, promot¬ 
ing learning, increasing 
volunteering opportuni¬ 
ties and helping to build 
stronger communities. 

Mr Cairns said: “It’s a 
real shame that no 
groups or clubs have 
been able to secure fund¬ 
ing from this scheme, 
which really can make a 
difference to a variety of 
projects at a grass roots 
level across the Vale. 

“A total of 54 com¬ 
munity-based projects 
across Wales have 
received a share in the 
£201,999 awarded in the 
latest round of the Big 
Lottery Fund’s Awards 


for the small grants pro¬ 
gramme. 

“I know that there are 
many groups within the 
Vale for whom a small 
slice of this funding 
would prove invaluable. 

“I’d urge local group, 
clubs and societies in 
our area to make sure 


that they apply to the 
Big Lottery, to help 
make sure that their 
project or plan is deliv¬ 
ered. 

“Details of the awards 
scheme, which runs on a 
rolling basis throughout 
the year, can be found at 
ww. awardsforall. org. uk. 


USA’s historical 
tour of Barry’s 
Waterfront area 


THE U3A and 
Valeways combined 
for a walk around 
historic Barry on 
November 19. 

Starting from the 
Waterfront, Barry, which 
once was No 1 Dock, 
one could hardly imag¬ 
ine the bustling scene 90 
years ago, when in its 
heyday, 11 million 
tonnes of coal were 
exported a year. 

At the Dock 

Office,there is a statue of 
David Davies of 

Llandinam, and he is 
shown looking at the 
plans for Barry Docks. 

We passed the 


Customs and Mercantile 
Marine Offices, where 
all crews signed on and 
off ships to receive their 
wages, then on to King 
Square and Holton Road 
to the Memorial Hall, 
built to commemorate 
the fallen in the First 
World War. 

We returned over the 
bridge to take in the 
regeneration around the 
Quays, and ended up 
back at the Waterfront. 

The next walk is on 
December 9. We are 
meeting at Cosmeston 
Visitor Centre at 
10.30am. 

V WARLOW 


GEM Family Notices 



ANDREWS 

Daphne Margaret 

formerly Linn 

Peacefully on November 25 at 
The Manor House, St Hilary, Daphne in her 91st 
year, formerly of Sketty, Swansea. 

Beloved wife of the late Edward, dearly loved mother 
of Ian, Ned, David and Sarah, dear mother-in-law of 
Sheila, Janice and Robert, much loved grandmother 
and great-grandmother. Will be sadly missed by aU. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday December 7, service 
and cremation 2pm at Margam Crematorium. 

No flowers by request, donations in heu if desired to 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


AYRES 
Roy Keith 

Born 26 December 1932. 

Peacefully on the 29th November, Keith of Eglwys 
Brewis. Dearly beloved husband of A nn e and 
loving father to Janette, Joanne and Philip, and 
granddad to Peter, Natalie, Lewis, Molly and Catriona. 
Resting at WABrown & Son, College Street, Llantwit 
Major until the Funeral Service on Thursday 9th 
December in Coychurch Crematorium at 2.45pm. 
Family flowers only, donations to Prostate Cancer 
Research c/o Funeral Director (cheques only). 


Patricia 

Trudgian 

December 2, 2009 

LOVED AND 
MISSED FOREVER’ 
Loving husband John, 
Jeremy & Denise, 
Jonathan & Gail, Jenny 
& Mark, all your 
grandchildren and dear 
sister of Albert and Tony. 


Bill 
Challenger 

The family 
thank their 
friends for the 
respect they felt 
for Bill, the 
memories they 
shared and the 
support they 
offered through 
difficult times. 


Judith Helen 


Sadly on Wednesday, November 17, 2010. 
Judith, much loved wife of Graham. Dear sister to 
John, caring step-mother to Emma and Andrew, 
and step-grandmother to Rhys. 

A special lady, friendly and thoughtful with everyone 
she met. Judith will be greatly missed by all her family 
and friends. 

Resting at James Summers & Son, Roath Court, 
Newport Road, Cardiff until the funeral service at 
Coychurch Crematorium on Monday December 6, 
2010, at 1.15pm. 

By request, family flowers only. Donations in lieu, if so 
wished, to the RNLl c/o The Funeral Directors. 


<dMoD®[paii 


HARRIES 


Christine Dorothy 

Christine of Llantwit Major, dearly-loved partner of 
John. Resting at WA Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service in Coychurch 
Crematorium on Monday December 6, 2010, 
at 2.45pm. Family flowers only, but donations 
if desired to Y Bwthyn Newydd c/o Funeral Director 
(cheques only) 


Penelope Claire 

Marshall 

(Posh Penny) 

Left us 3rd 
December, 2005 
Thinking of you 
always. 

Treasured wife of 
Terry, mother of 
Darren and Rik 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactahle 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

‘ ^ Pembroke House, 


College Street 


WHITEHOUSE 
John 

On Thursday Novemher 25, John, father 
of Thomas and Sarah, grandfather of 
Holly and William, died peacefully at 
Frimley Park Hospital, Surrey. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge, on Monday December 13 at 
12 noon, followed by private cremation. 
Family flowers only. Donations if wished to 
The Prostate Cancer Charity. 


Dennis 

O’Brien 

Seven years since 
you passed away, 
my love we miss 
you so much. 
Jean, Rob, Jeff, 
Barry, Karen, 
Sean and Haley 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W.H.PREENE&SO^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


bar ry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co. u k 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT, 1990 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG DEDDF CYNLLUNIO 
(ADEILADAU RHESTREDIG AC ARDALOEDD 
CADWRAETH) 1990 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development in Conservation Areas 

Datblyqiad mewn Ardaloedd Cadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2010/01159/FUL 

Extension of existing house and conversion of it into 
two dwellings. Erection of small dwelling at rear and 
parking 

Kumalo House, 69, Eastgate, Cowbridge 
Cowbridge 


2010/01210/OUT 

Residential development, maximum of 4 no. detached 
dwellings 

Land off Redwood Close, Boverton 
Boverton 


Listed Building Consent 
Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2010/01214/LBC 

General refurbishment and signage to front elevation 
61, High Street, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


2010/01226/LBC 

Temporary removal of trusses, valley beams, 5 block 
columns, gantry crane and rails for cleaning and 
painting 

Hydraulic Pumphouse, The Innovation Quarter, Barry 
Waterfront 

Grade II 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 

GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD ATHREF 

(TREFN DATBLYGIAD CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

A pplication(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a alia! fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 


2010/01225/RES 

Reserved matters application for 71 dwellings, including 
details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 
Land to east of Pencoedtre Lane, Barry 


2010/01230/RG3 

Creation of new Llantwit Major Welsh Medium School 
Llanilltud Fawr Site, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major 


A pplication(s) which might affect a Public Right of Way 

Ceisiadau a allai effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for 
a period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at 
the address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y 
dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. 

Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor drwy fynd i 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


2010/01210/OUT 

Residential development, maximum of 4 no. detached 
dwellings 

Land off Redwood Close, Boverton 


2010/01225/RES 

Reserved matters application for 71 dwellings, including 
details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 
Land to east of Pencoedtre Lane, Barry 


2010/01227/FUL 

Proposed conversion of barn to dwelling. 
Unit 03, Seaview, St. Athan 


2010/01228/FUL 

Proposed conversion of cottage / barn to dwelling. 
Unit 01, Seaview, St. Athan 


2010/01230/RG3 

Creation of new Llantwit Major Welsh Medium School 
Llanilltud Fawr Site, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major 


Dated: 2nd December, 2010 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry 
CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 2nd Rhagfyr, 2010 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri 
CF63 4RT 
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THE HIGH STREET TRADERS CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT SWITCH-ON DRAWS HUGE CROWDS 


FOR young families in Barry and the rest 
of the Vale one of the red letter days in the 
calendar is the switch-on of the High 
Street Christmas lights. 

This year’s event, staged on November 19, 
was supported by a number of groups of young 
people - choirs from High Street School and 
Ysgol St Baruc; the Superstars in the Making 
singers and the Barry Air Cadet Band. 

As you can see from this pictorial record by 
Glyn Evans, everyone, both young and old, 
had great fun. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 







































HERE IS UST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OYER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPYs 


wMgsrA 


RA/\/^eoF 


08 VW Passat CC 2.0 TDi CR GT in silver met, 
black leather trim, climate, e/windows/mir¬ 
rors, full dealer service history .. .£17,995 


56 BMW X5 3.0d SE 6-spd, black met, black 
leather trim, factory sat nav, climate, rcl, 19 
inch alloys, cd, e/w, e/m, BMW sh £14,229 


06 BMW 520d SE Touring, blue met, black 
leather interior, bluetooth, alloys, climate, 
e/w, e/m, cd, full service hisfory .£11,995 


57 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi Zefec. Please con- 
fad our sales feam on 01446 738088. Par! 
exchange welcome .£11,995 




04 Mifsubishi Shogun Warrior 3.2 Dl-D 
Aufo, mel silver, full black leafher, climafe, 
alloys, sal nav, e/w, e/m, cd, r/c/l £10,995 


56 Toyola Rav 4 2.2 D4-D XT5 5-dr, grey 
mel, full black leafher, faclory sal nav, cli- 
male, healed seals, r/c/l, e/w, e/m£10,995 


06 Chrysler 300C 3.0 V6 CRD 4-dr Diesel, 
blue mel, full grey leafher, 20 inch alloys, 
e/w, e/m, r/c/l, cruise conirol, fsh £11,995 


56 Audi A3 2.0 TDi Sportback 170bhp, silver 
met, black interior, 1 owner, 57,000 miles, 
fsh, cimate, a/c, e/w, r/c/l, cd, e/m £10,495 


mmwiji/ 

CARS 




m(;F 

RA/\f(IFD/^ 

imFRS 


07 VW Golf GT TDi 140bhp 5-dr, silver mel, 
conirasling clolh Irim, climafe a/c, alloys, 
e/w, e/m, cd, r/c/l, fsh.£9,995 


04 BMW 530D SE Aulo, Silver mel, full 
black leafher, faclory sal nav, climafe, 
alloys, cd, rear spoiler, fsh.£9,995 


53 Lexus RX300 3,0 SE 5-dr, blue mel, full 
black leafher, faclory sal nav, reversing 
camera, climafe, a/c, e/w, e/m, rcl £9,995 


07 Toyola Rav 4 2.2 D4D XT3 5-dr Diesel 
black mel, clolh Irim, climafe, alloys, e/w 
e/m, cd, 1 owner, fsh.£9,99E 


03 BMW 325Ci Sporl Converfible 2-dr, black 
mel, full black leafher, faclory sal nav, cd, 
r/c/l, e/w, e/m, MV2 alloys, fsh .. .£8,995 


07 Subaru Impreza 2.5 WRX 5-dr, sonic 
blue mel, climafe, a/c, alloys, e/w, e/m, 
lols more, fsh.£9,495 


04 BMW 118d 2.0SE 5-dr, blu mel, clolh 
inferior, 65,000 miles, fsh, a/c, e/w, r/c/l, 
key card, alloys, pas, cd, aux ... .£8,495 


53 Audi TT1.8 Qualiro 2-dr 180, black mel, 
full black leafher, greal spec, climafe, 
mulli player cd, abs, e/w, fsh ... .£7,995 




R 3 C 


- ' 


59 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2i 16v 3-dr Design, 
mel black, half lealher,a/c, alloys, cd,e/w, 
e/m, r/c/l, jusi 4,000 miles.£7,495 


)7 VW 


OTDi 


140 


blue 


51 Mercedes CL500, vogue silver mel, 
black leafher, fsh, 305bhp V8, aulo lighls, 
alloys, healed seals, cruise conirol £7,995 


58 Seal Allea XL 2.0 TDi Slylance 5-dr, 
black mel, climafe, a/c, alloys, cd, e/w, 
e/m, fsh and lols more .£7,995 


met 


climate a/c, e/w, r/c/l, cheap tax group, 
great performance & economy .. .£7,995 


E 3 BB 


07 Ford Fiesla 2.0 ST 6 3-dr, red wilh con¬ 
irasling black Irim, e/w, r/c/l, pas, cd play¬ 
er, 1 owner from new, fsh .£7,495 


07 VW Golf 1.4S 5-dr Halch (80) silver mel, 
clolh Irim, a/c, e/w, e/m, cd player, r/c/l, 
upgrade 17 inch alloys, low lax .. .£7,495 


05 Subaru Impreza 2.0 WRX 4-dr, grey mel, 
conirasling clolh Irim, a/c, e/w, e/m, cd, 
r/c/l, alloys, fsh, much more.£7,495 


09 Ford Fiesla 1.2 Slyle 3-dr, red wilh black 
Irim, e/w, r/c/l, pas, cd player, 1 owner, 
fsh. low tax and insurance.£7.495 


C'O.nk' 
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WELSH INVITATION INDOOR COMBINED EVENTS CHAMPIONSHIPS, 
NATIONAL INDOOR ATHLETICS CENTRE, CYNCOED, CARDIFF 


Matthew gets set to put on his 
first Welsh international vest 



Cowbridge year-9 Annabel Curie finished an 
encouraging sixth in the last under-16 
section, and is eligible again next year. 





V y 

Matthew Collins (Barry Comprehensive, year- 
10) a fine third place in the under-16 sections, 
and hopefully, a first international vest on 
Saturday. 


Report by: 

PETER MORRIS 
Pictures: IAN DIXON 

THIS Saturday, 
December 4, will 
mark another stage 
in the meteoric rise 
of one Barry 
Comprehensive 
pupil - when he 
gains his first inter¬ 
national vest, in 
Glasgow. 

Back at the start of the 
year in January, the then 
year-9 Matthew Collins 
was dabbling with cross¬ 
country, competing for 
Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools in 
the under-15 race at the 
McCain Cardiff Cross 
Country Challenge at 
Blackweir. 

Later that month, he 
finished 14th in the dis¬ 
trict schools’ champi¬ 
onships, just missing out 
both on selection for the 
Welsh Schools’ National 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships at Brecon in 
February, and on his dis¬ 
trict cross-country 
colours. 

The start of the track 
and field season began an 
unbelievable, almost 
fairy-tale, upward rise. 
Initially, thinking himself 
an 800 metres runner, he 
concentrated on that dis¬ 
tance on the track, win¬ 
ning the Cardiff & Vale 
Schools under-15 event 
in May and going on to 
improve his best time not 
only at 800, but also at 
400 and 200. 

Bubbling away under 
the surface were talents 
in other events, and, 
thankfully, there were 


opportunities to discover 
them. 

In early May, he com¬ 
peted in the Cardiff & the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools combined events 
championships at 

Leckwith. For the year 8 
and 9 boys, the events are 
80m hurdles, long jump, 
high jump, shot and 800. 

Matthew finished 
fourth with a score of 
1,775 points, a perform¬ 
ance which earned him 
selection for the district 
at the Welsh Schools’ 
event at Newport at the 
end of June. At that 
event, on a sunny day at 
Newport, a fine set of 
performances in the same 
five events, finishing 
with a hugely encourag¬ 
ing 800, resulted in a new 
personal best of 2,191 
points - an improvement 
of more than 400 points. 

The huge bonus was a 
fifth place, which, with a 
third place from team¬ 
mate Lewis Ronicle 
(Cardiff High), brought 
an unexpected team gold 


medal for the Cardiff & 
the Vale duo. 

The top 12 competi¬ 
tors in the under-15 and 
under-17 sections at 
Newport were automati¬ 
cally invited to the Welsh 
Schools Indoor 

Combined Events, held 
at the National Indoor 
Athletics Centre recently. 

Having crossed the 
start of a new competi¬ 
tion year on October 1, 
all the athletes competed 
at under-16 and under- 
18, with the carrot being 
selection for the four ath¬ 
letic teams to represent 
Welsh Schools at the 
SIAB Indoor Combined 
Events International at 
Glasgow. 

Eor the indoor compe¬ 
titions, the girls do the 
standard three field 
events - long jump, high 
jump and shot - plus the 
800 (the last event), but 
the hurdles are all held 
over 60 metres. With one 
exception, the boys have 
the same events as the 
girls - and that one 


exception is the 200 
metres, which replaces 
the high jump. 

With all times being 
taken electronically, 
most competitors tend to 
find that their score 
improves. 

At NIAC, Matthew 
opened with relatively 
modest performances in 
the 60 hurdles (9.80) and 
long jump (5.30m) but 
astonished everyone, 
including himself, with a 
24.64 seconds clocking 
in the 200, a time only 
bettered on the day by 
Barry & Vale Harriers 
team-mate (and triple 
Welsh under-15 sprint 
champion) Tom Williams 
(Stanwell). 

At that stage, young 
Matthew was placed 
overall sixth on 1,657 
points, with Tom 
Williams and George 
Griffiths (Cowbridge) 
ahead of him. A modest 
9.47 metres effort in the 
penultimate event, the 
shot, dropped him down 
one place, and left him 
out of the final 800 
metres time-trial contain¬ 
ing the leading boys - 
but his four event score 
of 2,111 points was 
already within touching 
distance of his Newport 
score. 

Knowing that the top 
four might be selected 
for the Welsh Schools 
gave the Barry 
Comprehensive year-10 
a new incentive. He 
stormed round the four 
laps of the 200 metres lap 
track for a time of 
2:10.64, worth 590 
points - and what proved 
to be the fastest time of 
all the under-16 boys. 

As expected, the 
Dyfed duo of Aled Price 
(3,028) and David 
Omoregie (2,802) 
claimed the top two 
places, but Matthew’s 
2,701 points zoomed him 
up to third place, not only 
a medal position but also 
one which gained him 
selection for Glasgow. 

It also meant that he 
had improved his 
Leckwith score by nearly 
1,000 points, and may 
have given him an incen¬ 
tive to work on some of 


his ‘weaker’ events. 

Weather permitting - 
and that’s not guaranteed 

- he will be heading 
north to Glasgow this 
Eriday on tfc team 
coach, and will gain his 
first Welsh Schools vest 
on Saturday. We wish 
him well. 

In that under-16 age 
group, Matthew was 
almost joined in the 
Glasgow team by Tom 
Williams, who finished 
fifth, only 30 points 
down on fourth spot, 
while year-9 George 
Griffiths (Cowbridge) 
gained valuable experi¬ 
ence in seventh place. 

In the equivalent girls’ 
section, another 

Cowbridge year-9, 
Annabel Curie, just 
missed out on a medal, 
finishing sixth. 

Results of Vale pupils 

- Under-18 boys (60H, 
SP, 200, LJ, 800): James 
Glaves Bro Morgannwg 
2,050 (9.35, 9.23, 25.77, 
5.07, dnc. 

Under-16 boys (60H, 
LJ, 200, SP, 800): 3 
Mathew Collins Barry 
Comp 2,701 (9.80, 5.30, 
24.64, 9.47, 2:10.64), 5 
Thomas Williams 

Stanwell 2,651 (9.58, 
5.85, 24.38, 8.02, 

2:20.22); 7 George 

Griffiths Cowbridge 
2,571 (9.84, 5.72, 25.10, 
11.48,2:31.98); 12 Jacob 
Briscombe Bro 

Morgannwg 2,257 
(10.34, 5.26, 25.66, 9.51, 
2:28.70); 13 Scott Laken 
Cowbridge 2,182 (9.93, 
5.14, 26.01, 8.29, 

2:30.84); 14 Harri 

Williams Bro 

Morgannwg 2,125 
(10.06, 4.79, 26.97, 8.63, 
2:23.96). 

Under-18 girls (SP, 
60H, LJ, HJ800): 9 Elbe 
Carter Bryn Hafren 
2,258 (6.73, 10.38, 4.35, 
1.38, 2:54.77); 10 Sarah 
Herbert Bryn Hafren 

1,911 (8.22, 11.37, 3.86, 
1.23,2:55.92). 

Under-16 (LJ, 60H, 
HJ, SP, 800): 6 Annabel 
Curie Cowbridge 2,486 
(4.30, 10.26, 1.44, 6.64, 
2:39.74); 23 Alice 

Nottingham Stanwell 
1,284 (3.94, 12.65, 1.14, 
4.60, 3:13.11). 


BARRY Huskies latest games 
were against league leaders 
Cardiff Warriors, and league 
newcomers Cardiff Capitals. 

The first game took the Huskies to 
the unbeaten Warriors, coached this 
season by ex-Huskies coach Chris 
Harper. A full-strength Huskies team 
were hoping to become the first team 
to beat the Warriors this season, and 
they took an early lead after some 
aggressive driving by Lloyd Roberts. 

The Huskies’ defensive pressure 
caused the Warriors to turn the ball 
over, which gave the Huskies the 
opportunity to open up a lead. Chris 
Gibbons and Sean Maudesley were 
rocks at the back, keeping the 
Warriors’ bigger forwards off the 
boards. 

However, some great outside shoot¬ 
ing saw the Warriors take a six-point 
lead at the end of the first quarter. The 
second quarter was a different story. 

The Warriors’ defense upped a gear 
as they played the entire quarter with a 
huge team - every player stood over 
6’4”, dwarfing the smaller Huskies’ 
players. 

Despite the Huskies’ best efforts, 
they couldn’t get a rhythm going and 
the Warriors went into halftime with a 
17-point lead. 

The Huskies wouldn’t recover from 
this - Roberts’ driving and Ian 
Gibbons’ shooting providing a glim¬ 
mer of hope, but the Warriors’ bigger 
players exploited their advantage and 
ran out eventual winners 91-67. 

The game against the Capitals saw 
the Huskies’ take an early four-point 


lead at the end of the first quarter 
through some excellent shooting from 
Ian Gibbons, who would continue to 
shine throughout this game. Lacking 
Sean Maudesley’s height, the lone big 
man in the Huskies’ side kept the 
Capitals’ younger, fitter players off the 
boards, ensuring that the Huskies went 
into the half time break leading by six. 

Then it all went wrong for the 
Huskies. The third quarter saw the 
team play their worst basketball of the 
season, inexplicably turning the ball 
over and taking the wrong options on 
offence. This enabled the Capitals to 
outscore the Huskies 20-8 in this quar¬ 
ter to take a six-point lead going into 
the last 10 minutes. 

The Huskies fought back in this 
quarter, Lloyd Roberts proving 
unstoppable. However, the lift that the 
third quarter gave the Capitals saw 
them come away, surprisingly, with a 
72-63 win. 

Afterwards, coach Trigg said: “We 
played well against a much bigger 
Warriors side and I was pleased with 
our efforts, if not the score. 

“The Capitals game was a different 
story. No disrespect to them, but we 
should have won that game. The third 
quarter was unbelievably bad from our 
perspective and I can’t explain it. 

“Hopefully the boys will put this 
behind us and get ready for the next 
game”. 

For further team information visit 
www.barryhuskies.net, visit the face- 
book page Barry Huskies Basketball 
Club or contact Alun Rees on 029 
20531531. 


Double setback for 
the Barry Huskies 


Sad Sammy is 
sending an SOS! 


DOGS Trust 

Bridgend has 
launched an urgent 
appeal to secure a 
home for a young 
Spaniel called 
Sammy, who is des¬ 
perate to find a 
home before 

Christmas. 

“Eour-year-old 
Sammy has had an unset¬ 
tled start in life - he part¬ 
ed company from his eld¬ 
erly owner who could no 
longer look after him and 
since then has struggled 
to find a home. Staff are 
baffled that he is still at 
the centre after a year and 
are calling out for some¬ 
one to give him a second 
chance,” said Dogs Trust 
Rehoming Centre man¬ 


ager, Beverley Price. 

“Sammy is a truly 
beautiful dog with a big 
heart. He’s a sensitive 
soul and forms strong 
bonds with people he 
trusts, so his new owner 
would need to be around 
during the day and be 
prepared to spend some 
time getting to know him 
at the centre first. 

“He would suit an 
experienced, confident 
owner who can give him 
plenty of exercise and 
keep him occupied.” 

“He was very close to 
a few dogs here who 
have since been 
rehomed, and he’s miss¬ 
ing that close compan¬ 
ionship, so we’re keen 
for him go to a home 
where he can make 



Sammy. 


friends with another 
calm, well-adjusted dog. 

“We call him ‘Super 
Sam’ because he always 
makes us smile. Sammy 
only takes a second to 
steal your heart - to see 
him rehomed before 
Christmas would really 
be a wish come true.” 

If you think you could 
offer Sammy the home he 
desperately deserves, 
please call Dogs Trust 
Bridgend directly on 
01656 725219, or visit 
the centre at Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend, CF31 4NG. 


Equestrian award for 
young judge Robyn 


THE Wales and 
Borders Counties 
Association held its 
annual presentation 
evening recently at 
the Village Hotel, 

Cardiff. 

The sought-after 
President’s Cup went 
to 17-year-old Robyn 
Howell, who capped a 
fine year by winning 
the Welsh Pony and 
Cob Society’s 
‘Champion Young 
Judge’ at the Welsh 
Championship show in 
Malvern. 

Robyn was present¬ 
ed with the trophy by 
the president, Mr Carl 
Kerrigan. 

Bryn Hafren’s netballers 
competition success 



Robyn receives her trophy from Carl Kerrigan. 
(Photograph by Louis Milburn 
www.louismilburn.co.uk ) 



BRYN Hafren’s 
under-18 nethall 
team heat off stiff 
competition from 
Howells, Cardiff 
High and 

Whitchurch to 
become under-18 
county champions 
last week. 

The pupils will now 
represent Cardiff and the 
Vale Schools in the 
Welsh under-18 national 
netball championships in 
Deeside, north Wales on 
Sunday, March 20. 


EMAIL YOUR 
REPORTS TO: 

gemeditorial 
@ tindlenews. co.uk 


Bowlers celebrate 
after a fine year 


AFTER the various 
events of their 50th 
anniversary year, 
the Llantwit Major 
Bowls Club’s annu¬ 
al dinner took place 
recently. 

Held at the rugby 
club, more than 60 mem¬ 
bers and partners 
enjoyed a fine meal and 
danced to a big band 
sound. 

With invited 

guests,town clerk Lesley 
Stokes, Anthony Brown 
and Graham Marchant in 
attendance, few people 
wanted to leave early 
and the evening was 


judged a huge success. 

On the following 
Thursday, the club’s 
annual general meeting 
was held in the club¬ 
house, with reports from 
the various officers and 
elections for the ensuing 
year. 

Marion Lewis was re¬ 
elected as chair with 
Norman Scouse vice 
chair, Pat Cook secretary 
and Graham Jones treas¬ 
urer. 

Eollowing the meet¬ 
ing, trophies were pre¬ 
sented to the winners 
and runners-up of the 
club competitions. 

EPS 
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BassettsHonda 




2007 Civic Typ« S 
1.81V Tec. 
20.200 miles, 
vivid tAie pearl 

£ 9,990 


2006 FR-V 2.2 i CDTi^ 
Nighihawk Black Pmwi, 
Cruise Control Entry 
25500 milee, 

£ 13,990 



200B Accord 2^l CTDi 
^^00 mlee. NighmawK Btack 
N..^j»Pearl Sport GT Advanced 
4dN«vi Model 



£ 13,990 



2010 Civic 1.8t-VTEC 
^ 50 mitee. Oysial Black 
fean. Leather Interior. 

Automatic 

£ 16,990 



2006 Jazz 1.4 i-DSi 
,990 mkee. Milano Red. 
apoft, climate, 
alroon. 


£ 8,990 



2000 Insight 1.3 IMA 
22525 miles Hatchback 
^5 door. Cerulean Blue 
MeUAc, fth 

£ 11,990 
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BassettsHonda 


Tremainv Road, Bridgend CF31 1TZ 

Call 01656 662999 

visit www.bassetts-honda.co.uk 
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GLAMORGAN FARMERS GOLF SOCIETY 


Trevor takes the top 
prize as Chris finds 
a real water hazard! 


THE monthly 
meeting of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society, held on the 
Lakes course at 
The Vale Resort, 
attracted 36 entries 
- all attempting to 
win one of the 
many quality 
prizes supplied hy 
sponsors Herbert R 
Thomas & Co of 
Cowbridge. 

The day’s proceed¬ 
ings started in quite 
unusual circumstances 
with Keith James, one 
of the favourites to win 
the day’s competition, 
left traumatised when 
losing a brand new ball 
with his opening tee 
shot on the 163-yard par 
three hole. 

A distraught James, 
clearly affected by his 
sad loss for which a 
reward has been offered 
for its return, then pro¬ 
ceeded to record a 
record low score of 
seven points over the 
front nine holes. 

A better back nine of 
15 helped this retired 
master butcher to finish 
on 22, some 18 behind 
overall winner Trevor 
Wooding who scored an 
impressive 40. 


Runner-up was Tony 
McCarthy with 37 
points, with councillor 
Ray Thomas taking 
third place with 36, and 
Aubrey Bowen fourth 
on 35. 

Guest section 

Nine-handicap golfer 
Barrie Melhuish, who 
scored 36 points, won 
the guest section ,with 
Robert Calcaterra fin¬ 
ishing second with 31 
points. 

Jim Hayes, playing 
off a mutually agreed 
handicap of 16, was 
third with 30 points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Tosh Taylor, Robert 
Calcaterra, Trevor 
Wooding, Reg Davies 
and also Robert Thomas 
who, like Islwyn Rees, 
have recently celebrated 
their 80th birthdays with 
a visit to a castle! 

Guest Keith Davies 
returned to winning 
ways when correctly 
guessing 85 balls would 
fail to return home to 
collect the ‘Premier 
Turf’ sponsored prize, 
and Neil McLean hit the 
longest drive of the day 
to collect the ‘James 
Hog Roasts’ sponsored 
prize. 

19th hole 

The main topic of 
conversation at the 19th 



vanhire.co.uk 


WWW. 


• House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 

(Focus, Fiesta 14 ^ J 
Zafiras, Focus 
Estates) ' 

• People Carriers'' 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 


4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 
Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 
9-seat Mini Buses 
Tippers 

VW Transporters 

Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

# Roof Racks Available 

# CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day , ^ 

• Full European Use ^ 

(special conditions 

apply) ^ 

• Full AA Cover 

hire@wicl(vanhire.co.uk ^ 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 



hole centred around 
Chris Rooney, who was 
extremely unlucky when 
circumstances forced an 
early end to his round 
after his electric trolley 
decided to go walk¬ 
about when adjacent to 
the fifth green. 

While Chris and his 
playing partners Tosh 
Taylor, Aubrey Thomas 
and Lyn Thomas were 
searching for a ball, 
Chris’ trolley and golf 
bag containing his wal¬ 
let, mobile phone, car 
keys, nail file, lippy and 
everything else a man 
needs to carry, were 
deposited in one of the 
many ponds that are 
familiar features on the 
aptly-named Lakes 
course. 

Luckily for Chris, his 
playing partners were 
able to recall their deep 
sea angling experiences 
to retrieve everything 
except the electric bat¬ 
tery, which is now at 
rest at the bottom of a 
pond. 

Finally, best wishes 
to Dai John as he waits 
patiently in The 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital for an opera¬ 
tion. 

The society’s next 
meeting will be the 
Christmas competition, 
scheduled for Thursday, 
December 16, at RAF 
St Athan. 

TMcC 


Send us your 
sporting news - 
just email 
gemeditorial® 
tindlenews.co.uk 


Ian wins 
silver medal 
for Wales 



Left to right: Tony (Ian’s brother) and 
Ian in Montreal. 


IAN EVANS, who 
works as a 
SWALEC regional 
training manager in 
Bridgend, has been 
awarded a silver 
medal at the World 
Masters Judo 
Championships in 
Montreal. 


and the Welsh Masters 
Open. 

Ian said: “I started 
judo when I was young 
and have kept it up 
because it is a fantastic 
Olympic sport and mar¬ 
tial art. Judo is one of the 
few sports accessible to 
almost anyone, including 
children, adults, senior 
citizens, and people with 


Blackbelt Ian compel- disabilities, 
ed in the 100kg, 45 to 50 “Physically, judo 
years category, and improves flexibility, 
showed his competitors coordination, balance 
what he is made of after and reflexes. It is a 
winning each of his five means of self-defence 
preliminary bouts by a that requires skill rather 
technical knockout. than just size or strength. 

The competitive 5th Mentally, it promotes 
Dan has been involved in concentration, self-confi- 


judo since he was eight, 
and fought off stiff com¬ 
petition from nearly 20 
other international con¬ 
testants in the final 
stages. 

Ian has taken his silver 
medal back to his judo 
club, the Sully Budokan, 
near Barry, where he 
trains four nights a week 
and acts as a role model 
for the club’s junior 
members. 

He is no stranger to 
success, after winning 
silver in the English 
Open Masters, bronze in 
the British Open Masters 
and gold medals at the 
British Judo Council’s 
national veterans’ event 


dence and leadership.’ 


Could Dream 
Alliance make it a 
national double? 


A HORSE called 
Dream Alliance 
whose dam (moth¬ 
er) Rewbell, was 
ridden in local 
point-to-points by 
Robert Williams, 
who runs a pony 
trekking centre in 
Ogmore, is poised 
to try to become the 
first horse in more 
than 20 years to 
win the Coral 
Welsh National in 
successive years. 

Race sponsor Coral 
make him their opening 
10-1 co-favourite. 

The Philip Hobbs- 
trained nine-year-old, 
bred just 20 miles from 
the racecourse, is among 
63 entries for the 
£100,000 race of the 
year at Chepstow 
Racecourse on Monday, 
December 27. 

Robert, who hunted 
Rewbell with the 
Llangeinor Hunt, said he 
risked his life every time 
he rode her, and in her 
first race at the 
Llangeinor Hunt Point- 
To-Point at Margam in 
1994, she fell four 
fences from home after 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 



Robert Williams riding Rewbell at the 1994 
Llangeinor Hunt point-to-point. 
PICTURE: ALAN SEDGMORE 


being two fences 
behind! 

Another local rider to 
partner her was Scarlet 
Major and she was 
unseated at the sixth 
fence at the Llandeilo 
Farmers’ Hunt 

Steeplechases. 

Merthyr Mawr’s 
Jonathan Tudor didn’t 
have any luck either. 
When he rode her, she 
ploughed through the 
first fence sending him 
through the wing. 

Robert eventually 


sold her for £350 and he 
recalled: “The lovely 
man who bought her 
could have had her for 
free.'” 

The weights for the 
three-and-three-quarter- 
mile steeplechase will be 
announced this week, 
but Neptune Collonges - 
who runs in the colours 
most famously associat¬ 
ed with the late One Man 
- can be expected to be 
given the greatest bur¬ 
den by the official hand- 
icapper. 



Lady 
golfers 
celebrate 
end of 


ABOVE: 

The lady captains 

ZI 

COTTRELL Park ladies celebrated the 
end of the golfing season with a dinner, 
followed by speeches by the captains of 
the teams. 


season 



GOOD 
QUALITY 
BRANDED 
PART 
WORN 
TYRES IN 
STOCK 


I 


13" 

14" 

15"/16' 

17"/18' 


£12.50 

£15 

£17.50 

£20 


4 for £40 
4 for £50! 
4 for £60 
4 for £70 



All prices include fitting and baiancing 


OPENING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 

Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

Tel 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Helen Little, first 
team captain, reported 
that the first team 
remained in the premier 
division after promotion 
to it last year. 

They came third in the 
division, an excellent 
result. Well done to all 
the team members. 

Faith Crooks, the sec¬ 
ond team captain, said 
she was very pleased the 
second team had man¬ 
aged to stay in division 
seven, in spite of numer¬ 
ous injuries to the team. 

She thanked all those 
who kindly stood in at 
the last minute to make it 
possible. She presented 
Vicki Long with the tro¬ 
phy for the outstanding 


member of the second 
team. 

Anne Birt, friendly 
team captain, said a few 
words relating to the 
enjoyment of playing in 
the friendly teams and 
encouraging more lady 
members to play next 
year. 

Lorraine Pointon- 
Bell, ladies’ captain, 
congratulated all the 
teams and mentioned 
other outstanding events 
of the year. 

She than presented the 
three captains with a 
bouquet of flowers, 
before thanking all the 
ladies for attending. 

CB 


Scorpions plan 
for new season 


SOUTH Wales 
Scorpions Rugby 
League Club will 
kick off their 2011 
Co-operative 
Championship One 
season with an away 
match against 

Doncaster at The 
Keepmoat Stadium, 
on Sunday, March 
13. 

It is a happy hunting 
ground for the Scorpions 
after winning 18-8 there 
exactly a year earlier in 


2010, one of nine wins 
that helped propel them 
into the play-offs at the 
very first attempt. 

Their first home game 
will be against Cumbrian 
side Whitehaven on 
Sunday, March 20 at The 
Gnoll in Neath (3pm). 

The Scorpions will 
again be playing all their 
home games at the Gnoll 
on a Sunday throughout 
2010 . 

For further informa¬ 
tion, visit WWW. scorpi¬ 
ons rl.com. 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 
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j I- -I 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 
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r 07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metal¬ 

lic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear 
parking sensors, cd, climate control, cruise 
control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.. .£8,495 


56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5- 
Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal I 
interior, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, | 
front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 


r05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-Dr| 

Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, I 
front fogs, climate control, alloy wheels, one I 
owner only 60,300 miles. £6,995 1 


56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-drj 
Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal inte¬ 
rior, air con, alloy wheels, multi cd, body | 
coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.. .£4,995 


PRESTIGE 


I 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles. £18,995 

I 07 07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 
I 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers. £9,995 

I 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-Door Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige 

leather interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

I 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CD! Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

I 04 04 AUDI A3 2.0 Fsi Sport 3-dr Hatchback in Mauritius blue with blue/black interior, climate control, 

colour coded bumpers, multi CD, Bose sound system, full service history, only 26,700 miles. £7,995 

1 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

I 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles. £4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 TDi 80 Reference Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In metallic silver with reference grey 
interior, alloy wheels, air con, ISOFIX anchorage point front electric windows, one owner, only 18,500 

miles.£6,995 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-Dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles....£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESR only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£8,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2 Door Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magno¬ 
lia leather interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 

miles.£6,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£4,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-Dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles.£9,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-Dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8T (225) 2-Door Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-Door Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, 
multi-CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles.£3,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

57 NISSAN QashQai 2.0dCiTenka 5-dr AWD. In pearl black metallic, with full graphite leather interior, alloy 

wheels, climate control, cruise control, cd with bluetooth, heated seats, rear parking sensors, panoramic sun¬ 
roof, only 37,267 miles.£14,495 

57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 


07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles.£5,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 DODGE Caliber 2.0TD SXT 5-Dr Hatchback. In bright silver clearcoat with Pastel slate grey leather 

interior, air con, multi CD, cruise control, traction control system, only 42,230 miles.£6,995 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

06 06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£5,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-Dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

02 51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr. In Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 35,590 miles.£2,695 

01 51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£2,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-Dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, cd, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-Dr Hatchback. In flamenco red with Talucan black interior, air con, CD 

with aux input, front fogs, immobiliser, only 41,980 miles.£5,995 

05 57 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-Dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto ebony interior, CD, driver 

and passenger air bags, colour coded bumpers, front electric windows, only 30,900 miles.£4,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.21 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-dr Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, multi cd, body coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.£4,995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design 5-dr hatchback in silver lightning with charcoal interior, air con, 

cd, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 39,820 miles .£4,495 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0112v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles.£3,495 

04 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£6,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, cd, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 5-dr Hatchback. In capsicum red with grey interior, CD, sun¬ 
roof, power steering, service history, only 58,105 miles.£2,995 

02 51 ALFA ROMEO 1.6 T-Spark Lusso 3-dr Hatchback in Alfa red with elegant velour interior, alloy 

wheels, air conditioning. I-pod connection, colour coded bumpers, only 79,085 miles.£2,995 


SMALL 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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05 BMW X5 3.0 D 
Sport Exclusive Auto 



In black with cream leather, 
pan-roof, 61,000 miles. 

£18,995 


07 Mercedes C220 CDi 
Avant Garde Estate Auto 



In met silver, 65,000 miles, 
superb throughout. 

£12,995 


57 Audi A4 2.0 TDi 
Convertible Auto 



In met red with beige leather 
seats, one owner, 
fantastic value at £11,995 



In white, 8,000 miles, host 
of extras, 1 owner 

£8,995 
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SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £23,995 

BMW X5 3.0 D Sport Exclusive Auto. In black with cream leather, pan-roof, 61,000 miles.£18,995 

VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. Silver with black leather, 44,000 miles, convertible . REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £13,995 
MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout.... £12,995 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

MERCEDES ML 270 CDi Automatic. In black with grey leather, 71,000 miles, FSH.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh.£8,995 

BMW 116i ES 5-dr. In granite metallic, 34,000 miles, stylish family hatch at.£7,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

HONDA Civic Type R 3-dr. In black, 44,000 miles, local car with a/c.£6.995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 Diesel GX 5-Dr. In champagne metallic, 87,000 miles, lots of history including belts . £5,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 5-dr. Met-gold, 55,000 miles with a/c, cd, side steps REDUCED BY £1000TO £4,995 

BMW Z3 2.2i Roadster. In black with black leather trim, 79,000 miles . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 
SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In white, 8,000 miles, host of extras, 1 owner.£8,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VW Polo 1.9 TDi Sport 3-dr. In black, 43,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, cd, alloys.£7.295 

CHEVROLET Aveo 1.4 LT 5-dr Auto. In red, 4,000 miles, fantastic value at.£6,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles, alloys, a/c, c/d, etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr. In satin gold, 35,000 miles with A/C etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 
VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3T-Spirit 5-Dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£6,995 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 
FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life. In black, 43,000 miles, with a/c, cd. etc.£4,995 

CITROEN C4 1.6 Cool 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles with a/c, 1 owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles, 1 owner, low road tax.£4,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-Dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,695 

SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c. . . £4,695 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc. £3,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. In black, 20,000 miles, 2 owners with cd, etc.£3,995 

CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met-green, 58,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, alloys etc.£3,995 

PEUGEOT 307 Diesel Turbo 5-dr. In silver, 67,00 miles with multii cd, climate, alloys.£3,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys. . . REDUCED BY £300 TO £2,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

DAEWOO Laceti 1.6 SX 5-dr. In silver, 55,000 miles, with a/c, cd. alloys.£2,995 

ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd, etc.£2,995 

ALFA Romeo 147 1.6 Lusso 5-dr. In silver, Italian flair + style at only.£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 4-dr. In silver with black leather, 68,000 miles, a/c, cd, heated seats, alloys.£2,995 

ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 45,000 miles, alloys & CD.£2,295 


06 Ford Focus 
1.6LX 5-dr 




In met blue, 44,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch with a/c, cd 

£4,995 



05 Suzuki Grand 
Vitara 2.0 5-dr 



Met-gold, 55,000 miles 
with a/c, cd, side steps. 

Reduced by £1000 to £4,995 


57 Smart Four two 
1.0 Passion Auto 



(New Model) 

In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, 
£30 road tax £4,695 



In black with black leather trim, 
79,000 miles 

Reduced by £500 to £4,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AU. • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIF • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AU. MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Hannah r 
cleans up 
in Italian 
tournament 


Pictured left to right: Jason Griffiths, instructor 
and president of WTKA WALES, Hannah 
Harvey, Lewis Goold, and Jeffrey Nersbert. 




THE WTKA Welsh 
squad travelled to 
Italy to take part in 
the recent world 
championship. 

The team was led by 
Jason Griffiths, the 
Welsh president of 
WTKA Wales. The 
team consisted of 20 
Team Wales competi- 





tors. 

Three competitors 
from Cardiff and the 
Vale returned with out¬ 
standing results: 

Hannah Harvey who 
lives in Barry and is a 
former student of Lynne 
Tolcher-James, and is 
now trained by Jason 
Griffiths, returned home 


with outstanding 

results. 

Hannah is a pupil of 
Bryn Hafren 

Comprehensive School 
and is just 13 years of 
age. 

She came home with 
no less than 10 medals. 
Her results are as fol¬ 
lows: two world cham- 


Latest results from the 
Barrivale Bridge Club 



This year’s winners of the men’s pairs, Tim 
Barsby and Mike Close, who successfully 
defended the Joanne Green Trophy which they 
won last year. 


Novemeber 9: 

First: Mark Roderick 
and Betty Lewis, 61.98 
per cent; second Jane 
Brook and Mike Close, 
60.94 per cent; third, 
Joan Jenkins and Denis 
Mottram, 58.33per 
cent, 

Mark and Betty also 
won on handicap 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. For more 
information telephone 
01446 733425. 


pionship titles, five sil¬ 
ver medals, and three 
bronze medals. Hannah 
started training with 
Lynne at five and has 
always proved to be a 
very dedicated student. 
Her high standard has 
not gone unnoticed and 
she was named Student 
of the Year in 2010 for 
her dedication and abil¬ 
ity. 

A spokesman said: 
“On behalf of WTKA 
Wales, we would like to 
congratulate Hannah on 
her achievements, and 
her dedicated parents, 
especially her dad 
Bernie who has trav¬ 
elled with her since a 
young age.” 

Lewis Goold, who 
lives in Penarth, is again 
a dedicated student and 
has won many major 
tournaments throughout 
the world. He has been 
an asset to WTKA 
Wales and his mum 
Toni has travelled with 
him and supported him 
for many years. Lewis 
is also a very talented 
teacher who helps Jason 
teach in his classes. 


Lewis reached the 
quarter final but had to 
retire due to an old 
injury which was a huge 
blow. 

Jeff Nesbert, now an 
instructor with Jason, 
started training some 
years ago and has 
reached a high standard 
in competition. Jeff 
reached the quarter final 
but was beaten by one 
point in a very close 
match. 

Due to popular 
demand, there will be a 
new club opening at the 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Barry, on a Tuesday 
evening from 6pm - 
7pm, from the age of 
four years upwards. 

There is a club run¬ 
ning at Western Leisure 
Centre, Cardiff on a 
Thursday evening from 
6.30pm - 8pm. All new¬ 
comers welcome. 

See the website for 
more details of classes 
available 
WWW. wtkawales. co. uk 
or telephone 01446 
402620. 


Barry’s swimmers 
enjoy their success 



Swimmer of the meet team - Declan Ewington, James Hamer, 
Jack Parry and Shaun Bowden with coach Mike Looker. 

RIGHT: Kate Lewis, 
girls’ swimmer 
of the meet. 

Barry Amateur 

Swimming Club recent¬ 
ly competed in the sec¬ 
ond round of the 
National Arena 

Swimming League 
(Western). See the full 
report on page 40. 



Tim ends his lean spell 


THE recent Ffos Las meeting 
proved a turning point for 
Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan. 

Tim, who had been going through 
an unusual-for-him lean spell, came 
away with a hat-trick of wins thanks to 
First Fandango, Betabob and Valley 
Lad. 

Llancarfan’s Evan Williams, who 
saddled Cold Harbour to win at the 
Welsh track, also landed a double at 
Ludlow with Tayarat and Philippides. 

Meanwhile, a must for all point-to- 


point fans is ‘Mackenzie and Harris 
Hunter Chasers and Point-To-Point 
2011’ annual. 

Always honest and insightful, ‘the 
annual’ details every horse to have run 
in a point-to-point or hunter chase dur¬ 
ing the 2009/10 season, with a lengthy 
appraisal written by their experts, as 
well as complete results and form. 

Available from www.weather- 
bysshop.co.uk at £47.50 plus p&p. 

BRIAN LEE 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • SERVICING 
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CAUIN NOW FORA 
FREE TYRE CHECK! 


m 


£ 44.95 

3 YIAt WARtANTY 

UK 


OR PHONE US FOR THE BEST PRICE AROUNO! 

GOODYEAR 
SPECIALS 


£ 60.95 


u^nns £Oy «95 


STANDARD TYRES 


£30.39 
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Painters prove college 

kingpins of football..! 


Tondu under-14s 
make Athletic 
pay penalty 


THE Bridgend 
College School of 
Construction based 
at the Pencoed 
Campus held an 
inter section foot¬ 
ball tournament as 
part of its enrich¬ 
ment programme. 

Students from brick¬ 
laying, carpentry, paint¬ 
ing and decorating, 
plumbing and profes¬ 
sional studies all entered 
teams. 

The competition was 
fiercely but fairly con¬ 
tested with bragging 
rights the main prize. 

The Cup was eventu¬ 
ally lifted by the painting 
and decorating students, 
whose team was made 
up of a mixture of Jack 
Butterworth, Rhys 
Haines, Leon Gregory, 
Anthony Nihan, Jamie- 
Lee Thomas, Dan Jones, 
Llyd Little, David 
Kubica and captain Eran 
Bennett. 

Their lecturer/coach 
Steve Matthews said: 
“This was a terrific 
example of cross college 
enterprise as the sports 
students, under the guid¬ 
ance of lecturer and for¬ 
mer Cardiff City legend 
Jason Perry, organised 
the event as part of their 
studies. 

“A mention must also 
go to plumbing lecturer 
Rob James for coordi¬ 
nating the event and 
procuring the trophy 
,which hopefully will 
become a termly event.” 


ABOVE: 

The winning team 
and (right) 
pictured with the 
trophy 


The College is hold¬ 
ing an ‘open evening’ on 
the December 8 from 
4.30pm to 7.30pm where 
staff will be available to 
meet and discuss courses 
for the following aca¬ 
demic year. 

SM 


Tondu under-14s 
Bridgend Athletic under-14s 


TONDU deserved¬ 
ly took the spoils in 
this local derby. 

Tondu dominated ter¬ 
ritory and possession, 
and their pressure trans¬ 
ferred into points when 
Rhydian Jenkins put 
over a penalty from the 
22 metre line. 

Tondu were unlucky 
not to extend their lead 
when Rhydian Jenkins’ 
touchdown from a scrum 
was ruled out, the offi¬ 
cial believing a double 
movement had occurred 
in the process of scoring. 

The Athletic on occa¬ 
sion attempted to use 
their centres to run 
through the middle; 
however, they were met 
by a strong defence. 

Tondu again could be 
deemed unfortunate not 
to have stretched their 
lead when the official 
deemed a Josh Thomas 
pass to the unmarked 
Simon Mcphee forward. 


This was particularly 
frustrating with the 
unguarded line at his 
mercy. 

Following an Athletic 
transgression, Tondu 
were awarded a penalty 
which Rhydian Jenkins 
duly converted from the 
left side of the 22. 

Tondu continued to 
pressurise the Athletic 
22, and following a 
high tackle, Tondu were 
awarded another penalty 
which Rhydian Jenkins 
expertly converted. 

A lapse in concentra¬ 
tion from the restart 
resulted in the Athletic’s 
number eight catching 
the ball from the kick off 
at speed, outpacing the 
defence to make the cor¬ 
ner for the solitary try of 
the game. 

The final embers of 
the game were played 
deep within the 
Athletic’s 22. 

EJ 


Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER 
LESSON 

£42.50 lor 3 
£80.00 for 6 


Family fun... 

' ^Bridgend 

f GOLF 

Complex 

^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & May 

^ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
All equipment 
available for hire 
^ Professional l^ition 


Gift Vbucfiers 7 
An ideal solution! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


Pride is restored, 
but not enough to 
match All Blacks’ 
ruthless x-factor 

I BACK PAGE COMMENT byDonJohiT 


Y oung Queen 
Elizabeth (happi¬ 
ly the second, not 
the first!) had just 
ascended the throne 
when Wales last beat 
New Zealand, on 
December 19,1953 - all 
of 57 years ago in 
Cardiff. 

That was the still 
talked about day when 
burly flank forward Clem 
Thomas suddenly airlifted a 
cross-field kick from the left 
touchline that took everyone 
(on both sides) by surprise - 
except peerless wing Ken 
Jones, who snapped it up at 
the far end and raced over 
for a try that clinched the 
13-8 win. 

It would prove to be only 
the third time in 27 meet¬ 
ings that the Dragon man¬ 
aged to clip the Kiwis’ feath¬ 
ers. Since then, it has been a 
story of unbroken domi¬ 
nance, and frequent 50- 
point hammerings for 
Wales. 

In fact, until last Saturday 
evening the overall points 
total read: New Zealand 764 
-Wales 235, so the omens 
were not good at the 
Millennium Stadium for a 
Welsh team trying to pick 
up the pieces after the previ¬ 
ous week’s morale-dipping 
draw with lowly Fiji. 

The big question on the 
capacity crowd’s lips on a 
bitterly-cold November 
night was - could their team 
put all that behind them and 
raise their game enough to 
even run the unbeaten, 
grand slam-hunting All 
Blacks a close second - 
never mind cause a rugby 
shock of seismic propor¬ 
tions? 

Well, for more than an 
hour, the first question was 
conclusively answered in the 
affirmative, as the Welsh 
pack took the battle to 
opponents who had made 
^hort work of the other 


home nations on their 
autumn tour. 

With ‘Bread of Heaven’ 
ringing out into the frosty 
air, the massed red ranks of 
supporters dared to hope as 
the team battled manfully to 
match the best rugby play¬ 
ers in the world in almost all 
respects, except the one that 
really matters - ruthless 
execution. 

That indeed, ultimately, 
proved to be the difference 
between the two sides - for 
this supremely confident, if 
slightly below par New 
Zealand team were able to 
contain the all-out Welsh 
onslaught, even shrugging 
off a yellow card and the 
unusual sight of Dan Carter 
actually missing kicks at 
goal, to go patiently about 
their business - namely, put¬ 
ting points on the board. 

Such is the ingrained win¬ 
ning mentality which allows 
no thought of defeat, that 
even conceding a string of 
penalties under pressure to 
the boot of Stephen Jones, 
did not make them lose 
focus or divert them from 
the task in hand. 

The result was five tries - 
two in the first half and 
three in the second for the 
men in black; while for all 
their impressively-sustained 
effort, Wales could breach 
the iron defence only once, 
with a late touchdown by 
Lee Byrne, to make the final 
score 25-37 and continue the 
depressingly-familiar pat¬ 
tern of All Black supremacy 
for yet another year. 

The Wales camp can cer¬ 
tainly take heart from 
increasing signs that physi¬ 
cally they are now able to 
hold their own against even 
the strongest teams in the 
world. It also seems that 
pride has been restored 
after the Fiji farce, with no 
lasting damage done to the 
squad psyche from an 
autumn series that neverthe¬ 
less ended: played four, lost 
three, drawn one (and that 


against a team Italy 
despatched 24-16 at the 
weekend). 

Realistically, in terms of 
the Rugby World Cup next 
year, if the Welsh camp were 
looking to “see where we 
are*’ in taking on teams 
from the southern hemi¬ 
sphere they will face again 
Down Under, the answer is 
that despite the undoubted 
strides that have been made 
in the last five years or so, 
the team is still very much a 
work in progress. 

Too many errors are still 
being made at vital 
moments and too many half 
chances lost that make the 
crucial difference between 
success and failure in tight 
games at this level. 

The harsh fact is that bat¬ 
tling defeats are all very 
well, we have had plenty of 
those over the years, but as 
one Welsh player comment¬ 
ed after the game: “We 
would have preferred to have 
played poorly and won 
because we are desperate for 
a win.” 

That really says it all, for 
implicit in this is the accept¬ 
ance that Wales still lack the 
hard mental edge that gives 
southern hemisphere sides 
the killer ‘x-factor’ and 
without which consistent, 
long-term success is unlikely 
to be achieved. 

They will have a few other 
other chances to work on this 
in the Six Nations and in the 
summer, before starting the 
final run-in to the World Cup 
in the All Blacks’ backyard. 
RUGBY LEAGUE 
WORLD CUP 

Talking of World Cups, 
news came this week that the 
Rugby League version will be 
partly staged at Cardiff’s 
Millennium Stadium in 2013. 

Wales will be in group D, 
along with the Cook Islands 
and Atlantic qualifiers - the 
winners then set to take on 
teams in the other groups a 


Scorpions look for new talent 

SOUTH Wales Scorpions’ new coach Aled 
James believes that this Sunday’s open tri¬ 
als for new players are vital for the future 
of the club. 

The trials are at Nelson RFC, starting at 2pni, 
and fans are invited to watch as the hopefuls are 
given a thorough analysis to see if they are up to the 
rigours of professional rugby league. 

The club has received more than 40 applications 
from players who come from around south Wales, 
some with previous rugby league experience and 


some who have only ever played rugby union. 

James said: “As was the case last year, we want 
the majority of the players in our side to be Welsh. 

“That’s why these trials are important in case we 
pick up another Neil Dallimore last year. He was 
28-years old, had never played rugby league 
before, and was one of our stand-out players. 

“We’ve got a pathway now in Wales, with more 
than 150 schools sides, and scholarships, under- 
15s, under-16s, and under-18s, then the Scorpions, 
and finally the Crusaders.” 














































